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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Association members and friends of the 15th Infantry Regiment: The great news to share with all of you is that 
the 3rd Battalion is once again in the active force.  Details are included in a full article in this issue. I want to thank our 
Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment, Tom Twomey, for representing the association and the Regiment on such short 
notice. The same thanks go to John Burke, Jerry Cunningham, Henry Burke, Pat Schado and Wayne Conley I couldn’t think 
of better representatives of our great Regiment to get these new Can Do soldiers in the proper frame of mind.  As you all 
know, I spent several months in Kabul, Afghanistan with US Forces – Afghanistan.  It was an extremely rewarding and 
interesting experience.  Every morning I would leave my billet to go to my “office” and see in the distance the snow covered 
Hindu Kush.  Amazing!  Our troops are working hard in tough conditions.  As Americans you should be very proud of them.  

Queen’s Palace and mountains in background outside Kabul

It appears that training commitments will prevent the battalions from hosting our Rendezvous in May this year. This means 
that just as last year our major Association event will fall during the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division’s reunion in Missouri. 
We are starting to work details now so we can get you the information in plenty of time for planning purposes.  
This year is an election year.  We need motivated association members to put their hats in the ring to fill our elected offices, 
and we are still in dire need of appointed officers to fill truly important administrative positions.  Our association cannot 
survive, let alone thrive, without the active participation of our members.  Use your Can Do spirit and lets roll up our sleeves 
to make good things happen.  Speaking about making good things happen, the Dragon is a great vehicle for getting out 
information and sharing meaningful stories from our membership.  The Dragon is only as interesting as the input we receive 
from you, our members.  Please send any interesting stories or reports to our editor – the majority of the Dragon should not 
be the President’s message and listings of job openings!  Tom Twomey continues to keep our new webpage up in great 
condition, but just as with the Dragon, his job is not to create items for inclusion, but to post inputs from you.  Please, check 
out the website and send Tom items to put on the web. Mike Horn, Tom’s predecessor as webmaster, is going back on 
active duty!  Mike has played a big role in association affairs and we wish him Godspeed as he prepares for likely duty in one 
of our overseas missions.  I would also like to ask for nominations for Distinguished Member of the Regiment designation 
this year.  Please provide written nominations for the Association leadership to use in their evaluation.  We will then prepare 
packets for the 1st Battalion commander to forward to the Chief of Infantry for approval.  This is a excellent but underutilized 
program.  Let’s use it to recognize our best and to inspire today’s Can Do soldiers! I have a request of our WWII and Korean 
War era members.  I am researching a biography of Iron Mike O’Daniel. I am asking any of you who have tales of your 
encounters with Iron Mike to please write them down and send them to me.  So far I’ve managed to find a few stories that 
illustrate the kind of man and commander he was, but I would really like to round out his character with your memories of 
him.  Thanks! Can Do! Tim
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The Dragon is the quarterly 
publication of the 15th Infantry 
Regiment Association. It is published 
in January, April, July and October.' 
Neither its editorial nor articles content 
carry official endorsement of the 
Association. Input for the Dragon is 
due the 15th of each month prior to 
publishing.

****************************************

Objectives of the Association 

To perpetuate and foster the history 
and traditions of the Regiment. 

To provide opportunities for uniting 
past and present members of the 
Regiment into a close and cooperative 
alliance. 

To promote morale and high Espirit de 
corps among members of the 
Regiment. ~ To acquire and maintain 
a repository of regimental historical 
memorabilia. 

To perpetuate and foster the history 
and traditions of the Regiment. 

To assist in the maintenance of 
monuments dedicated to the units of 
the 15th Infantry Regiment.

*****************************************

 Send dues and new addresses to: 

Bartolo Viruso, 116 Harriett Road 
North Babylon, NY 11703 

Annual dues $10 for regular members 
and $5 for active duty members, due 
October 1 each year. 

Life membership: To age 60 = $150; 
Age 6169 = $120; Age 70-79 = $100; 
Age 80 and above = $50. 

Send or Email news items to: 

Dave Adams, Editor, the Dragon  
2109 Mill Rd, Apt. 317         
Alexandria, VA 22134                           
                 571-765-0686  
7thcavghost@gmail.com

President
LTC Timothy Stoy
6531 Milva Lane 
Springfield, VA 22150
703-912-4218
Timmoni15@yahoo.com

Vice President 
Addison D. (Tad) Davis V
31 Ridge Ford Drive Burke, 
VA 22015
703-912-7999
Tad.Davis@us.army.mil

Secretary/Publicity
Dave Adams
2109 Mill Rd, Apt 317
Alexandria, VA 22134
571-765-0686
7thcavghost@gmail.com

Treasurer
Bart Viruso
116 Harriett Road
North Babylon, NY 11703
631-587-0587
Viruso8@aol.com

Membership
John Burke
5019 Summit Drive
Phenix City, AL 36867
334-298-7336 
johntburke@ctvea.net

Commander 1st BN
LTC Kenneth Harvey
HQ, 1-15
Ft. Benning, GA 
31895-1641
706-544-1633

Asst Secretary/Treasurer  
CSM Mark Moore
HQ, 1-15, Bldg 9161
Ft Benning, GA 31895-1641
706-544-1228

Chaplain
Charles C. Trout
10191 Birchwood Drive
Huntington Beach, CA
92646-5432
706-544-1735 
chaptrout@aol.com

HSGMOR
Tom Twomey
1923 Wendover Dr 
Fayetteville, NC 28304
910-484-8886
ttwomey@nc.rr.com

HCOR
Jerry Bates
1903 Mallison Way
Alexandria, VA 
22308-2760
703-360-5271

Historian 
LTC Timothy Stoy
6531 Milva Lane 
Springfield, VA 22150
703-912-4218

Trustees
Richard N. McKiddy 
12105 E. 65th Street
Kansas City, MO 64133
520-744-6197 

Charles R. Crain
312 Don Drive
Greenville, SC 29607
520-744-6197 

Lloyd D. Whitmer
7500 Mose Road
Navarre, OH 44662
330-756-2803

Charles C. Trout
10191 Birchwood Drive
Huntington Beach, CA
92646-5432
706-544-1735 

China Room Custodian
LTC Kenneth Harvey
HQ 1-15IN, Bldg. 9161
Ft. Benning, GA 
31905-1641
706-544-1 633

Webmaster
Tom Twomey
1923 Wendover Dr 
Fayetteville, NC 28304
910-484-8886
ttwomey@nc.rr.com

Database Administrator
Dragon Distribution
Tom Heitzer
 231 Normandie Drive, 
Bonne Terre, MO 63628
573-358-1830
theitzer001@charter.net



April 2009

  

IN MEMORIAM
CSM JOHNNY V. TABOR

HHC, 1-15, HARVEY BARRACKS, KITZINGEN, GERMANY (1966-1968)

CSM who, you might say? Well, Tom Heitzer and I will be glad to tell you. On 03/19/09, Tom received an email 
from our former 1-15 Bn CO, LTC Jim McCray (Ret) that CSM Johnny V. Tabor has passed away in Portland, 
OR. During the Cold War, Tom was with A Co and I was with B Co when Harvey Barracks was the home of the 
1-15. A career Army NCO, CSM Tabor never joined our association; but, that is irrelevant because the CSM 
was as much a Can Doer as anyone as Tom and I can tell you. When you first met CSM Tabor, you’d never 
forget it. Back in those days, he was nicknamed “The Bear” which was an affectionate and respectful moniker 
given to him by then S-3 CPT Bob Morton and S-4 1LT Gary Coffelt because of the CSM’s height and girth. If 
you spotted him off in the distance on a hilltop at Grafenwoehr or Hohenfels, you knew exactly who you were 
eyeballing. CSM Tabor was a BIG man and in more ways than just that. He was a superb NCO; an outstanding 
leader who was both a mentor and father figure to many. He was an expert at “footlocker counseling” to both 
the enlisted and the commissioned. Together with LTC McCray, we knew what outstanding and dedicated 
leaders we served under. CSM Tabor was born In Chattanooga, TN on 06/01/30 and passed away on 03/11/09 
in Portland, OR. He is survived by his wife, Ollie, two sons, and one daughter. He was buried with full military 
honors on 03/11/09. Tom and I are reminded with the CSM’s passing that we who served in the Cold War and 
Vietnam during the 60’s are watching our ranks thin with each passing day. We will miss him but, we will, also, 
thank God we were privileged to serve with such fine soldiers as CSM Johnny V. Tabor. Can Do “Bear”. 
Contributed by Tom Heitzer and Dave Adams

                       

TRUMAN BASTIN 
126 Darst St.             
Stanford, KY 40484
CPL, L Co. Korea
DOD 01/11/2009
Reported by Rich Heller 

STANLEY A. PORUCCZNIK
10108 S. Utica Ave.
Park, IL 60805
DOD 11/09/2006
A Co, 1st Bn, 1943-45
Reported  wife Theresa

TIMOTEO REYES
94-202 Haaa St.
Waipahu, HI 96797
G Co., 2nd Bn. 
Apr 1952-Apr 1953
DOD March 7, 2009
Reported by Wife Lillian

EUGENE HIMMELHEBER 
205 S. Hickory St. 
Labelle, FL 33935 
H Co. 2nd Bn. 1942-1945
 DOD 12/23/2008
Reported by his Niece 

ARTHUR M. RIFE
803 John Cole Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99712
Med Co, Jan 1952- Oct 
1953
DOD Nov 27, 2008

RAYMOND I. PECK
53 Simson St. 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 
HQ 3rd Bn 1943-1945 
DOD 1/10/2009 
Reported by Rich Heller

MERTON H. JILLSON, JR. 
17 Sims St. 
Nashua, NH 03063 
G Co. 2nd Bn. 1944-1945 
DOD 12/26/2008 
Reported by Daughter Christine
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IN MEMORIAM

KYUNG JIN CHOI
AN UNSUNG HERO AND PATRIOT

Most of you have heard that our own, Monika Stoy, recently lost her father. Monika can express the story of 
her father much better than I, so, I am going to let her tell the story:

“Kyung Jin Choi was born on 9 March 1928 in Pyongyang, Korea. He passed away on 3 February 2009 at 
age 80 of stomach cancer after having lived in Virginia almost 36 years. During the Korean War, he 
volunteered and served with the US Army Partisan Unit 8240, whose mission was deep infiltration behind 
enemy lines to conduct direct action and reconnaissance missions. He often spoke about how patriotic
and professional American soldiers were and that they always had plenty of supplies.

He was very disciplined, loyal and diligent. His hobbies were reading several newspapers front to back 
every day, gardening, and his family. He hated communists and couldn't tolerate the lazy, the undisciplined, 
liars and cheaters.

He was a simple man who believed in his country and his family. Due to the Korean War, never got to see 
his family in the north again, over 64 years! When asked about his nationality, he replied with great pride 
that he is a proud American. And about his origin, he emphasized that he is from Korea not North or South 
Korea. He visited the 3rd ID when we were stationed in Marne Land and even had a picture taken with the 
original Rocky in the Marne Garden in Wuerzburg. He was impressed with our Division's training during the 
Cold War. He also visited Ft. Stewart in 2007 for the 90th Anniversary Marne Week and woke
up to the Division song being played over loudspeakers every morning.

He expected nothing more or less than complete integrity and dignity from himself and those few he 
accepted as friends. I miss him very much.

What I have started with my Dad is to record his life through oral history -taking notes while he would tell me 
what he did and at the same time recording on a cassette player. I'd like very much to recommend all CAN 
DO soldiers do that; spend some time with your father, call him if you haven't talked to him lately tell him he 
is loved.”

Contributed by Monika (Choi) Stoy
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DAVE ADAMS RESIGNING AS DRAGON EDITOR

Dear Fellow Can Do members,  

Dave Adams has informed me that he must step down from the Editor’s position by year’s end. For 
over a year now we have been advertising the need to replace him as editor of our newsletter, The 
Dragon.  Dave has done a great job for the past 5 years, and done it through some very difficult 
personal and professional circumstances out of a deep love for our Regiment and Association.  The 
Dragon is the single most tangible benefit of belonging to our Association. It is the glue that binds 
our  members  and  comrades  throughout  the  country  and  the  globe.  It  is  how  we  share  our 
experiences, reminiscences, and our love of Regiment and country.  We need to keep this vital 
newsletter going strong.   

I know that we have many talented and dedicated members out there just aching to make their 
mark in support of our great Association.  Please, if you  are interested, contact Dave and ask him 
about how The Dragon is produced, and let us know that you would like to become our new Editor!  
Thank you, and Can Do! 

Tim Stoy, Association President

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN POSITION OPEN

After 14 years of indescribable dedication to the growth of the 15th Infantry Regiment Association,  John 
Burke is stepping down as Membership Chairman. While this is one big pair of shoes to fill, we need one of 
our members to step up to the plate, under John’s tutelage of course, and take off running. John and his 
visionary and Can Do attitude have helped this association to grow immensely. We have had countless new 
members become part of our special “Band of Brothers” and we need more. Of greatest importance, we 
need to fill the Cold War and Peacetime ranks desperately. Sadly but, factually, we are losing our WW II and 
Korean War brothers and, as many of us know, you don’t win battles without fresh replacements. John has 
been absolutely ingenious and creative in his efforts. He knows a great deal on how to get the job done and 
can pass that knowledge on to his successor. John and his “helpers” have been unrelenting in recruiting 
members from our current active duty troopers but, these “Young Warriors” have a full plate to say the least. 
For those that are interested, please, contact  John Burke whose contact  info is listed on page 2 of the 
Dragon. WE NEED TO FILL THIS POSITION ASAP AND TUTORING/MENTORING WILL BE PROVIDED.

ASST. TREASURER POSITION OPEN

Asst. Treasurer is responsible for mailing out the raffle tickets and handles no monies from the raffle.  He is 
to take over the duties of Treasurer in case of an emergency with the elected Treasurer.    For those that are 
interested, please, contact Bart Viruso whose contact info is listed on page 2 of the Dragon. WE NEED TO 
FILL THIS POSITION ASAP AND TUTORING/MENTORING WILL BE PROVIDED.
______________________________________________________________________________________
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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

If we ever needed prayer for this country, it is now!  Ever since our great country was founded, we 
have always had two types of people; those who were builders, workers, and providers, and others 
who are not willing to put forth the effort to improve themselves.  We seem to be going through that 
phase  once  again.  It  reminds  me  of  the  story  of  the  salesman  who  was  selling  vacuum 
cleaners. When he knocked on the door, the lady answered and said, "I'm not in the market for a 
vacuum cleaner,  but  you might  try the people next  door.  We borrow theirs and it's in terrible 
condition."
 
Do you remember the 'good old days' when the bank would give you a toaster for opening an 
account.  You worried how long the toaster would last.  Now you wonder how long the bank will 
last. Wow!  Do we need prayers; Prayers for our leaders, prayers for our troops, and prayers for 
each citizen of this great nation.  
 
I remember when our elected officials did things for the tax payers without wanting any recognition 
or thanks for their good deeds.  Think of the men who planted trees knowing they would never get 
to appreciate the shade.  Let us pray that those days will return.  The Bible says we should pray for 
our leaders.  This we must do if we want this nation to continue to receive God's blessings.
 
Please join me the following prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, you have blessed us with this good 
land we call America.  We ask your blessings on us, the stewards of your gifts, that we might make 
the correct decisions according to your will and not that of our own. Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and greed.  Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to 
whom in your name we entrust the authority of government.  Amen!   Remember, "You and God 
are a majority!" 

 Your chaplain, Chuck Trout

_____________________________________________________________________________

  

Call for Nominations for Election Of Officers
In accordance with the Constitution and By Laws Association Officers are elected every two years. 
The  next  election  will  be  held  during  the  Annual  Business  Meeting  in  2009  at  the  Can  Do 
Rendezvous. Nominations are sought for a full slate of officers as follows:
President 
Vice President
Secretary 
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Treasurer
Four (4) Trustees

The term of office for elected officers is two years. A term begins with installation at the Regimental 
Dinner during the Society of the Third Infantry Division Reunion. As an exception the Treasurer’s 
term of office shall begin on January 1. Any member in good standing (current year’s dues paid) is 
eligible for office. Only members who have accepted nomination in writing will have their names 
placed on the ballot. Members are urged to give serious consideration to this important part of the 
Association’s organization and the selection of management to carry on with future growth and the 
execution of day-to-day operations. If you know someone that would serve the Association well in 
one  or  more  of  the  positions,  please  encourage  them to  allow  you  to  place  their  name  in 
nomination. If you are interested in filling any office, please come forward, ask to be nominated, or 
nominate yourself.  We want two or more nominations for each office.      Nominations will  be 
accepted from this date through June 20, 2009 to allow an absentee ballot to be published in the 
April edition of The Dragon. Under unusual circumstances as determined by a 2/3 vote of members 
at the annual business meeting, nominations may be accepted from the floor. Submit nominations 
to the following: 

Bartolo Viruso
116 Harriet Road
North Babylon, NY 11703

***************************************************************************************************************

                                   TREASURER’S REPORT

BAL ANCE AS OF 01JAN09               
 $6,631.08

DEPOSITS 
$ 575.00  DUES

CHECKS PAID                                 
$686.24 FOR PRINTING &
MAILING OF DRAGON
                                                        
 FOR
SERVICE CHG&WEB SITE
$41.90

BALANCE AS OF 27MAR09                     
$6,477.94

VANGUARD ACCOUNT IS             
$39,977.64

LIFE MEMBER ACCOUNT IS         
 $20,000.00

A&M ACCOUNT IS                         
$5,000.00

CAN DO
BART
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4-64 ARMOR REFLAGS TO 3-15 INFANTRY

On March 9, the 4-64 Armor was reflagged as the 3-15 Infantry. The Association was represented 
by Tom Twomey (Honorary Sergeant Major of  the Regiment),  John Burke,  Jerry Cunningham, 
Patrick Schado, Wayne Conley, and Henry Burke. The association was recognized (as a group) by 
the Brigade Commander and both outgoing and incoming commanders.  Incoming Commander, 
LTC Jeff Shoemaker, has impressive credentials and his biography will  be featured in the JUL 
Dragon.
 

                   
                 LTC Johnson, CO 4-64, watches as         Association Honorary CSM Tom 
                      the 3-15 Colors are cased         Twomey addresses the gathering

       3-15 CO LTC & Mrs. Shoemaker greet
        guests at the post reflagging reception

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Our association is comprised of many unique individuals and we would like to start introducing them 
to you in each newsletter. In this edition, we feature LM Robert W. Faulkender. Bob is a retired 
Army  officer,  businessman,  and  college  professor.  He  is  a  graduate  of  United States  Military 
Academy at West Point and while in the Military, earned a graduate degree in Operations Research 
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Systems Analysis from Georgia Tech. He was commissioned in the Army as an Infantry Officer. He 
trained and qualified as Ranger and Airborne at Fort Benning, Georgia and later graduated from the 
Defense Language Institute at  Monterey,  California in French.  He is a Graduate of the Armed 
Forces Staff College at Norfolk, Virginia. Along the way he picked up a single engine VFR pilots 
license. His military career includes a three-year tour in Germany and two years in Vietnam. In 
1964 he was assigned as the leader of a newly formed military advisor team living and working in a 
small district town in the Mekong Delta. As the United States became more directly involved in the 
Vietnamese struggle, Robert returned in 1969 as a member of the 1st Infantry Division. Between 
tours to Vietnam, Robert was assigned to the Army Management School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. The 
mission  was  to  develop  and  teach  a  course  on  Systems  Analysis,  which  familiarized  upper 
management representatives from all services with Operations Research and Systems Analysis 
techniques. He was published in Army Views, Fort Belvoir, in July, 1968.

Bob retired from the Army as Chief of Management at Forces Command, Fort McPherson Georgia. 
He made his transition into civilian life as owner of a small home healthcare company, which was 
insolvent at the time he purchased controlling interest. He turned the company around and five 
years later sold it to a small publicly traded company. 

This launched him into the consultant world. His time as a business consultant took him to Cairo, 
Egypt. For two years he worked for a Project Management firm out of Atlanta whose clients were 
five of the largest construction firms in Egypt.  Subsequently he and an associate formed a small 
financial  brokerage  company,  which  helped  small  businesses  raise  capital.  In  the  capacity  of 
contract CFO he assisted in the start-up, shut down, refinance or stock offering of over 50 small 
businesses.  For  ten  years,  until  2006,  Robert  was  an  adjunct  college  professor.  He  taught 
International  Business  courses  as  a  professor  of  Management  and  Leadership  at  American 
InterContinental University. He has instructed at the two AIU campuses in Atlanta and spent a 
summer teaching on AIU-London campus. Throughout his career Robert has been published in 
trade journals and professional newsletters. He is frequently a guest instructor and often featured 
as a motivational speaker at Veterans organizations and the Small Business Administration. More 
recently Robert writes about his military experiences and currently has a book based on his year in 
Vietnam as an advisor to a district chief in the Mekong Delta. He lives an active, engaged life with 
his wife in Atlanta, Georgia. They have three grown children and eight grandchildren. Bob is one 
busy guy and he is a fixture at the USO at the Atlanta Hartsfield Jackson International Airport where 
he greets and provides any service he’s capable of for our returning warriors. He began to write of 
his experiences and aptly entitled his forthcoming publication,  Close Encounters of the Patriotic 
Kind. Here’s a sample of Bob’s average day manning the counter with more “encounters” in future 
issues of the Dragon:

The USO kiosk sits smack dab in the middle of the entrance portal for in-coming passengers at 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport. It's there almost every morning, or at least every morning 
that American Soldiers are traveling on their R and R leave from the combat zones of Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  And on any given morning members from various Atlanta based groups are manning 
that Kiosk with gusto.   The person behind this effort  is Mary Lou Austin. As director of USO in 
Georgia, she enlists major Atlanta organizations such as Georgia Pacific, Kiwanis Club of Atlanta, 
and the Atlanta Vietnam Veterans Businessman’s Association,  to name a few; who collectively 
insure  that  half  a dozen volunteers  are  at  the airport  each morning.  Mary Lou and her  team 
orchestrate the volunteers who welcome our in-coming soldiers and pat the back of those returning 
each  and  every  day  of  the  week.  If  you  are  depressed  by  the  daily  media  reports,  or  are 
discouraged with the public school system, or you're worried about America's inability to meet the 
challenge of the day, then I urge you to do yourself a favor. Come meet some of these men and 
women who are our hope of the future. They are well groomed, confident and clear about what they 
are up to. They will make you proud. And you’ll  be exposed to some warm and inspiring close 
personal encounters. For example: 
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Encounter with Heroes: All three of them wore a Big Red One on their shoulder designating them 
as members of the 1st Infantry Division currently engaged in Iraq. The escalator thrust them and the 
crowd of civilian travelers up onto the main floor of the airport. Alert USO volunteers in their red 
aprons spied the three, even before they fully cleared the stairs.       

The volunteers energized the waiting crowd. The applause and cheers startled all the passengers, 
and the soldiers were looking around to see who the dignitary might be. “The cheers are for you, 
young man", said the USO worker. "Welcome back and thanks for serving." 

Startled, and a little uncomfortable the young soldiers walked along as the volunteer pointed out the 
baggage claim and the USO lounge… then the volunteer turned to the by standers and announced, 
"American Soldiers passing by folks, give'em a hand."  The soldiers were lost  for words at the 
applause. "Soldier, my job is to embarrass the Hell out of you, you know." said the volunteer. "And 
you're doing a Hell-of-a-job of it," returned the soldier. 

Encounter with a Small Soldier: The soldier was barely five feet tall even with her boots on, and 
her hair was so severely pulled back that at a distance you could not determine her gender. She 
carried a cargo pack on her back that could easily have weighed seventy pounds. The only reason 
she didn't fall over backwards was that she adjusted her center of gravity with a smaller backpack 
worn on her front over her chest. 

It was a truly an amazing sight to see this young soldier moving briskly thought the airport carrying 
what must have been close to her own weight. The volunteer sporting his bright red USO apron 
caught up alongside her and thanked her for serving… But he couldn't leave it at that. He wanted to 
acknowledge the Herculean effort she was displaying.  

"How is it that the smallest soldier in the outfit always winds up with the biggest load?” he said. She 
stopped dead in her tracks. She turned. She drew up her full five feet nothing, and said, "Because I 
can, sir."  

      “Oh.”

***************************************************************************************************************

IN SEARCH OF

LTC Stoy,

I am a writer from Puyallup, Washington. I am attempting to document the experience of Puyallup 
during World War II. Two of the town's heroes were killed while serving with the 15th Infantry in 
Europe. Lt. Victor Leonard Kandle received the Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroic actions 
at La Forge, France and was killed on December 31, 1944 and buried at Epinal, France. PFC Mark 
Porter of H Co. was a journalist for Stars and Stripes and Yank, killed April 17, 1945 at Nuremburg, 
Germany. I would like to make contact with any living veterans who knew Lt. Kandle or PFC Porter. 
If you have any contacts or suggestions, I would be very grateful. Thank you, and thanks also for 
your service, 

Hans Andreas Zeiger
253-905-8160
hanszeiger@yahoo.com

mailto:hanszeiger@yahoo.com
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TIENTSIN MEMORIES

As Editor of the Dragon, I never know what the next email, snail mail, or phone call will surprise me 
with. Early this past winter, I received an email from Mr. Joel Kriener of Maumee, OH. From 1935 to 
1938, Joel’s father, William R Kriener, Serial Number 6254298, served with 15th IR, Company F in 
Tientsin. To my great delight, Joel has shared his father’s photo album from those days. Here’s 
what Joel told me:

“Dave: Thank you so much for your reply. I am so excited to perhaps get a chance to finally share 
and talk to others about my father's service and learn more. It was a period time in Army history  
that is little known to the public. The contributions of the 15th IR, U.S. army Troops in China "Old 
China Hands" have been lost to history. With Japan invading China and the "Massacre at Nanjing  
Bridge" happening during his tour of duty it was an unbelievable and tragic historical event of which  
he participated. He documented photographically much of the events that happened then including 
first hand pictures of the Japanese occupations. I remember his story about how after  he was 
discharged before WWII and found out the his unit was sent to train as the only ski based winter  
unit to the Aleutian islands (Army air base (Fort Glenn)) which were later attacked by the Japanese.  
Many of his friends died there. Had he stayed in the Army he would have been with them. I always  
sensed his sorrow and loss for his brothers in arms but he was not open about it. I thank you for  
the invitation to join and I accept. I will fill out the application and send them post haste. Since there  
were only about 1,000 or less personnel in China when he was there I wonder if Tom Mason would 
have known him; William R Kriener, 15th IR, Company F, Serial Number 6254298 (He was on the 
company baseball team). The 15th IR, as far I can tell from my father's memoirs is that at this point  
the 15th IR was only a US force and asset protector and could not interfere with the direct conflict  
between the Chinese and the Japanese occupational forces that were attacking Manchuria and 
elsewhere in China . This is the same time period that the Nanjing Massacre and the attack on the 
Marco Polo Bridge (Lugou Bridge Incident) occurred. He was there in the middle of it all and some 
of the worst fighting between the Chinese and Japanese and basically the 15th IR were there only 
as 'policemen' for US interests and couldn't directly intervene. What my little my father talked about,  
indicated it was a terribly brutal time to be there and not be able to do anything.”

U.S. Army Compound "Megwa Ying Pan" - Tienstin China - 1938
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The 15th Infantry Regiment Band – 1938
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