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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Fellow China Hands,
I would like to thank LTC Smith and his staff for their preliminary work preparing for the Rendezvous. Unfortunately it
became clear that we would not generate enough attendance to justify the expense and effort of holding the
Rendezvous this year. We are shifting our main effort to the Regimental Dinner in September during the Society of the
rd
3 Infantry Division’s Reunion in Savannah. The details are included in this edition of the Dragon.
As you can read in the reports from our active duty battalion commanders, our Can Do soldiers are busy training and relearning the skills which may have atrophied over the past 10 years of deployments. We know they will continue the
outstanding tradition of excellence established in the Civil War 150 years ago and maintained by every generation of
Can Do soldier since then.
I would like to thank Tom Heitzer for his thorough scrub of our membership roster. It is an eye opener to see our
membership has gone below 500! I again ask all our members to make a strong effort to recruit new members, and I
ask all of you to give me your best ideas on how we can make our Association stronger and retain our current members.
One bright spot for us is the recent accession into the Association by Captain Ross C. Pixler, the 2011 West Point
Alumni Association Nininger Award Winner. This award is presented to a recent graduate who has been recognized for
outstanding valor in combat. CPT Pixler received the Silver Star for his actions with Hardrock Company of 1-15 IN in
Salman Pak, Iraq. I encourage you to look him up on the internet and read about his experience on 18 January 2008. I
th
am exceedingly pleased that Captain Pixler, who is now serving with the 10 Mountain Division, has decided to become
one of us to uphold our Regiment’s proud traditions.
This edition I’ve included a historical piece on our Regiment’s duty in the Philippines. Reading of our Can Do and other
American soldiers’ experiences in this dirty little war I find it a shame that so little is remembered of this war. Their
service deserves to be remembered.
I was also honored to participate in Joe Aiello’s Legion of Honor ceremony. Monika had helped Joe process his award
and organize the ceremony. I was particularly touched by Joe’s recounting his war experiences as a medic.
We are watching with great interest the Army’s plans for the upcoming drawdown. It is possible that one or both our
rd
battalions could be affected by force cuts or consolidation of facilities. I expect both units will be retained within the 3
nd
Infantry Division, but unfortunately it does not look good for the 2 Battalion’s return to the active rolls. There will also
be reorganizations within the Brigade Combat Teams in the division – so we will have to see what our new Army will
th
look like, but whatever it looks like, the 15 Infantry will continue to serve as one of the Army’s best Regiments!
Can Do! Tim
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DRAGON and 15th Inf Regiment Association Masthead
The
Dragon
is
the
quarterly
th
publication of the 15
Infantry
Regiment Association. It is published
in January, April, July and October.'
Neither its editorial nor articles
content carry official endorsement of
the Association. Input for the Dragon
is due the 15th of each month prior to
publishing.
****************************************

ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES
•

•

•

•

•

To perpetuate and foster the
history and traditions of the
Regiment.
To provide opportunities for
uniting past and present members
of the Regiment into a close and
cooperative alliance.
To promote morale and high
espirit de corps among members
of the Regiment. ~ To acquire and
maintain a repository of regimental
historical memorabilia.
To perpetuate and foster the
history and traditions of the
Regiment.
To assist in the maintenance of
monuments dedicated to the units
th
of the 15 Infantry Regiment.

Send dues and new addresses to:
Bartolo Viruso, 116 Harriett Road,
North Babylon, NY 11703
•
•

Annual dues $10 for regular members and
$5 for active duty members, due October 1
each year.
Life membership: To age 60 = $150; Age
6169 = $120; Age 70-79 = $100; Age 80
and above = $50.
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15th INF Regiment Association Founders
22 Founding Members

Jesse Anderson

Donald Chase

Ramon Clark

Charles Crain

Jerry Cunningham

Edward Dojutrek*

George Doyle*

Tom Godfrey*

Andrew Gunderson*

Michael Halik

Jack Jordan

Maurice Kendall

Leonard Lassor

Norman MacIntyre*

George Mohr*

Whitney Mullen

Lindsey Nelms*

James O’Dell Sr.*

Howard Palm*

Howard Quick*

Raymond Taylor

Frank Yokum*

*Asterisk denotes deceased member

Association founder Whiney Mullen and his son Richard participate in the flag ceremony while visiting Normandy in 2010
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TAPS

OSCAR L. HOLMES
Covington, GA
PFC, F CO, 2 BN, Korea
Dec 1951 – Mar 1952
DOD – May 26, 2011

FOIEST W. STORIE
Springboro, OH
CPL, B CO, 1 BN, Korea
Mar 1952 – Jun 1952
DOD- Dec 13, 2011

Reported by Tom Heitzer

Reported by Tom Heitzer

KENNETH D. WHITTEAKER
Valley Park, MO VA 22520
CPL, F CO, 2 BN Korea
1951 - 1952
DOD- January 1, 2012

ALFRED B. CLAUSEN LM
6398 RT 37
Marion, IL 62959
SSG, F TANK CO, Korea
DOD - February 14, 2011
Reported by Rich Heller

Reported by Tom Heitzer

KENNETH R. KENDALL
Portage, IN
CPL, SVC CO. REGT, Korea
Aug 1950 – Jun 1951
DOD - July 25, 2010

VAN T. BARFOOT (CMOH)
Richmond, VA
COL, A&C CO, 1 BN , WII
DOD March 2, 2012

MICHAEL R. BRUNO
Fullerton, CA
1LT, L CO, WWII
DOD –February 18, 2011

Reported by Tom Heitzer

Reported by Tom Heitzer

Reported by Tom Heitzer
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DRAGON 6 SITREP
Fellow Members of the Regiment,
Building competence and confidence in "Can Do" Soldiers is the goal of every leader in this historic battalion. Veteran
leadership coupled with the youthful enthusiasm of new Soldiers makes our team as lethal as it has ever been. As 1-15
IN prepares to deploy to the National Training Center in March, for the first force on force rotation since the 2003, we
reflect on the progress we have made and the steps it took to get our unit ready for our next mission. In the first quarter
of the year, platoon leaders had the opportunity to demonstrate their tactical and technical proficiencies to learn from
their successes and failures while maneuvering their unit during Dragon Focus. Immediately following Dragon Focus,
every aspect of the Company team was put to the test during Hammer Focus where company commanders
synchronized an arsenal of assets to attack, defend, conduct a breech, and conduct urban operations.
Shortly after Hammer Focus, 1-15 IN went on block leave to spend some time with family and recover from our very
busy year. Soldiers returned from block leave refreshed, energized and ready to jump back on the "Marne Express".
The second quarter started in January where all "Can Do" Soldiers participated in a condensed sustainment gunnery in
order to qualify new crews and reaffirm the lethality of our established crews. We followed up sustainment gunnery with
a small arms density where our dog face Soldiers focused their efforts on familiarizing themselves once again with their
personal weapons. In preparation for NTC, battalion leadership participated in the LTP (Leadership Training Program)
at Fort Irwin, California in order to grasp a clear understanding about the mission ahead. While company commanders
and battalion leaders were in the desert, the rest of the Battalion began checking the functionality of all equipment,
loading containers, and conducting rail load operations to ensure all equipment arrived to NTC fully mission capable.
We look forward to carrying the prestigious name of the "Can Do" Battalion to NTC. Full of tradition and pride, set by
the Officers and Enlisted members before us, the spirit of the Can Do Battalion lives strong in the current crop of
Soldiers. Our Soldiers are trained and ready to fight any enemy on any front.
CAN DO!
Dragon 6 & Dragon 7
LTC Kraft - CSM Ortiz

C/1-15 Infantry M4 Qualifications

D/1-15 Infantry Rail Load Operations

5

April 2012

One Soldier’s Story

A summary of my time with the 15th Infantry Regiment
(A continuation from the article in the January DRAGON by Whitney Mullen)

PART 2 – INTERLUDE (02/17 T0 03/12 1945)
Following the Bulge and the Colmar Pocket campaigns, both the German and Allied forces were pretty much at a
stalemate. The Allies, and the Germans, were pretty much exhausted. The recent fighting had been during one of the
fiercest winters in recent history. Except for occasional sniping at one another the period of the “Interlude” consisted of
relative calm.
On about 17 February, we boarded trucks departing from the Colmar area for Pagny sur Moselle, located about
halfway between Nancy and Metz, about 100 miles distant. Here there was time for rest and much needed adjustment
in the form of leave time; new replacements and training. The first week, or so, was relaxing, followed by intensive
preparation for the final assault on Germany.
Living was quite Spartan; my squad was quartered on the second floor of the home of a French family. Joe, the barber,
pedaled about ten kilometers to Pont a Mousson. He had been in the French army, captured by the Germans, and
released in a prisoner exchange. He had a wife and a small child about three years old. After about three weeks, he told
us that we would be leaving the following Friday. On Wednesday we were marched out to the Training Area and told, in
strictest secrecy that we would be moving out on Friday. We told our officers that our landlord had already told us that.
Never-the-less, we did the secret thing; all means of unit identification were covered so as to keep our identity secret.
My story will continue in the next issue with our introduction to what would be the final assault on Germany.

Note from the author, Whitney Mullen
Inasmuch as many of you do not know me, I am going to give you some information about myself. Let me begin by
telling you that I was a very non-traditional soldier. Because there have been inaccurate accounts of my service which I
th
wish clarify. Following is a brief personal description about how I ended up in Company I, 15 Infantry:
To set the time frame, my birth year info follows: 03 July 1920. The span from my birth to induction into the US Army,
mid-July 1944 was full of factors affecting my life to that point. Not the least of which was the Great Depression and the
onset of WW11. All of this was culminated by my being drafted. The factors leading to this were many and varied. Just
prior to the time of my induction, I was married with two small children. I was employed by the Martin Aircraft Company
as a Group Leader of First Class Bench Machinists. Early February, 1944, the Company announced that occupational
deferments of any male employee under the age of 26 could no longer be possible. The terse message was, “Expect
your 1A immediately. Within one week of the posting, I had received my 1A!
I began Basic Training at Camp Croft SC late July; completed training as a Rifleman (M1) early December. Following
my Delay En Route I transitioned through Ft. Meade MD and Camp Kilmer NJ. On 05 January 1945 the USS Mount
Vernon, US Navy, sailed from New York Harbor for Marseilles, France. From a replacement camp north of Marseilles
we boarded a Troop Train for Epinal, France. Part 1, published in the last edition of The Dragon begins with my
th
movement to the 15 Infantry Regiment. Part 3 will begin with the transition to our ultimate journey; the final assault on
Germany and the ultimate capitulation of Germany .
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SAVE THE DATE
15TH INFANTRY REGIMENTAL DINNER
7 September 2012, Savannah , Georgia
The 15th Infantry Regimental Association will once again host their annual Regimental Dinner on September 7, 2012 in
conjunction with the Society of the Third Infantry Division at the DeSoto Hilton in Savannah, Georgia. The dinner is
open to anyone wishing to attend. We will have an interesting program following the meal. This is an excellent
opportunity to visit your old friends and buddies and to make new acquaintances.
Dinner will consist of a plentiful Italian Buffet extravaganza.
Cost: $37.50 per person (includes tax/gratuity)
Cocktails: 6:00pm - 6:45pm
Dinner:
6:45pm - 8:45pm
Please fill out the reservation form below:
Reservations:
Name:______________________
Guest:______________________
Guest:______________________
Guest:______________________
Phone number:_____________________
Email:____________________________

Mail check with total amount to:
Bart Viruso
116 Harriett Road
North Babylon, NY 11703
Phone: (631) 587-0587; cell (631) 338-1400
Email: viruso8@aol.com
Reservations and payment must be made by August 24, 2012.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
April 2012
Eligibility:
Regular: Persons eligible for regular membership are those with present or
prior honorable service with the Regiment or units attached or supporting the
Regiment.
Associate: Spouse, parents, children or siblings of any person eligible for
regular membership and any person with a special interest or affinity for the
15th Infantry Regiment.
New Members
STEVEN M. FLECK 2012
Salem, AL
SPC, B CO, 1 BN, OIF
Jan 07 – present

PATRICK J. DALY 2012
Leesburg, VA
MAJ, CW
May 82 – May 85

JACOB R. GLOVER 2012
Smith Station, AL
LT, HHC, 1 BN, RF
Feb 2012 - Present

LOREN RENZ (Upgraded to LM)
Superior, NE
SGT, F CO, 2 BN, Korea
Oct 1950 – Jul 1952

WALTER P. ZOLNIKOV (Upgraded to LM)
Salem, OR
PFC, 2 BN, CW
1962 - 1964

THOMAS J. LEWIS 2012
Santa Clara, CA
SPC, A CO, 1 BN, OIF
Oct 2008 – Nov 2010

FRED L. CAPLER 2013
Elgin, NE
SUE CO, 3 BN, Korea
June 1951 – May 1952

RICHARD T. WHITTINGTON (Upgraded to LM)
Hillsborough, NC
CPT, A CO, 1 BN, OIF
Mar 2000 – Apr 2004

ROSS C. PIXLER, LM
Watertown, NY
CPT, A, C, & HHC CO, 1 BN, OIF
Aug 2007 – Mar 2009

WILLIAM L. PRENTICE (Upgraded to LM)
Hamilton, OH
CPL, HQ, 3 BN, Korea
Mar 1951 – Feb 1954

STEPAN A. PROVOROV 2013
Phenix City, AL
2 LT, RF
Dec 2011 - present
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Number of Members 478
By Periods
CH
WWII
KW
CW
OIF
Current Forces
ASSOC

2
76
200
71
75
34
20

By Type
Regular Life
Regular Annual
Assoc Life
Assoc Annual

260
189
10
10

Total

478

Would you like to sponsor a membership for Active Duty soldiers? For each $10.00 contribution an
Active Duty soldier can be brought on the rolls for two years. If interested, make contributions to the
Association Treasurer, address shown on page 2

Association Member Joe Aiello Honored with French Legion of
Honor
By Tim Stoy
Mr. Joseph Aiello of Hudson, Massachusetts was awarded the French Legion of Honor by the French Consul General in
Boston, Mr. Christophe Guilhou, at a ceremony in the Hudson Senior Center on 31 January. The French Legion of
Honor is the highest decoration in France and it was awarded to Mr. Aiello for his combat service in France during WWII
th
rd
with the 15 Infantry Regiment of the 3 Infantry Division. Mr. Aiello served as a Medic with the Regiment’s Medical
Detachment. He joined the unit in March 1943 and served with it for the remainder of the war in Tunisia, Italy, France,
and Germany, and in the early days of occupation outside Salzburg, Austria.
There were about 100 guests including 27 of Joe’s family members were present. American Legion Post 234 provided
the honor guard, under the command of Past Post Commander Gerald Bourque which included the US, French, US
rd
Army, 3 Infantry Division, and Post 234 flags escorted by a saber bearer and two rifle bearers.
Prior to the actual award ceremony the nation’s Prisoners of War and Missing in Action were remembered in a
POW/MIA ceremony narrated by LTC Stoy and conducted to the tune “March of the Soldiers of Robert the Bruce,” a
particularly heart-rending French martial tune. Joe’s great-grandson Rick assisted Monika Stoy with the POW/MIA table.
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Before pinning the Legion of Honor on Mr. Aiello, Consul General Guilhou provided the history of this prestigious
decoration, which was instituted by the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte. He also expressed his government’s, and his
th
personal, gratitude to Mr. Aiello for his service in liberating France. He also cited the 15 Infantry Regiment’s combat in
France beginning at St. Tropez, through Montelimar, through the Vosges Mountains and finally in the Battle of the
Colmar Pocket in Alsace. Joe’s great-grandson Nick assisted the Consul General by holding the decoration before it
was presented. Throughout the ceremony Mr. Aiello’s wife of 62 years, Catherine stood by his side.
Director Janice Long of the Hudson Senior Center with the Friends of the Hudson Center organized a wonderful and
inviting event providing delicious food and beverages at the post-ceremony reception.
Post 234 Chaplain Larry Schafer delivered the invocation and in a very special touch, Mr. Aiello’s sister, Sister Carlotta,
delivered the Benediction.
rd

Captain Monika Stoy, President of the European Outpost of the Society of the 3 Infantry Division, had assisted Mr.
Aiello in having the Legion of Honor awarded to him, and worked closely with the Hudson Senior Center Director, Janice
Long, in ensuring the event was memorable for Mr. Aiello and all the residents of Hudson. In her introductory
comments Captain Stoy emphasized the importance of preserving history and including young people in such
ceremonies as they must be the ones to carry on the memory of these great veterans.
th

Lieutenant Colonel Tim Stoy, President of the 15 Infantry Regiment Association, served as master of ceremonies for
th
the event and also delivered post-award comments honoring Mr. Aiello’s service in the 15 Infantry.
In his comments Mr. Aiello remembered the soldiers who did not return to their families from the war, and the families of
the fallen.

Joe and Catherine Aiello (seated) with Tim Stoy, French Consul General Mr. Christophe Guilhou and Monika Stoy
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CHINA 6 SITREP
“For where e’er we go,
You will always know
That the Army Goes Rolling Along.”

The final lines of the Army song certainly ring true in the Third Battalion at this point in time. The past few months have
seen a significant transition for the battalion as one generation of Command Sergeant Major moves on and the next
generation assumes responsibility. Despite the changeover, the unit has kept rolling along, continuing to accomplish
th
every mission and task to the highest of standards and maintaining the reputation of the 15 Infantry Regiment.
Earlier this year CSM Mark Barnes, the Battalion Command Sergeant Major since 3-15 Infantry’s reconstitution in March
th
2009, was selected to serve as the 4 Infantry Brigade Combat Team Command Sergeant Major. This selection was a
testament to his competence and capabilities; but, nonetheless, a loss to the battalion. Although he didn’t go far, we
said farewell to him from our ranks. Without missing a beat, Sergeant Major Troy Ross, the Operations Sergeant Major,
stepped in and ably served in the Command Sergeant Major role. SGM Ross has been here for five years and was a
valuable member of the team that saw the reflagging of 4-64 Armor into 3-15 Infantry on 9 March 2009 and the equally
challenging task of transforming the unit into a Light Infantry Battalion. As it goes in the Army, SGM Ross is moving on
too, with an assignment to the Pentagon in the Leadership Directorate of the Army G3/5/7. SGM Ross is a longth
standing and loyal member of the 15 Regiment who served an earlier tour of duty in the late 1990s as the First
Sergeant of Charlie Company, 3-15 Infantry. He will be missed.
th

On the 14 of March, the Battalion conducted an Assumption of Responsibility Ceremony to formally pass the NCO
Sword and the responsibility inherent in the office of the Command Sergeant Major to CSM Roger Parker. CSM Parker
th
nd
joins 3-15 Infantry with a wealth of experience in light infantry units such as the 7 Infantry Division, 82 Airborne
th
th
Division, 1-509 Airborne Infantry Battalion at the Joint Readiness Training Center, and the 4 Ranger Training Brigade.
th
He joins us from his most recent tour at Fort Benning as the Command Sergeant Major of 2-58 Infantry Battalion, an
Infantry One-Station-Unit-Training Battalion. He is already making his mark on the battalion and will surely add to
th
history and tradition of the 15 Infantry Regiment.
The last few months have seen the battalion return to bread-and-butter light infantry training. In January, fifty-two CAN
DO Soldiers successfully tested and pinned on the Expert Infantry Badge. February and March were filled with
marksmanship training on all our weapons systems and live fire exercises at the buddy team, team, and squad levels.
The months ahead will include command post exercises, fire coordination exercises, heavy weapons gunnery, and rifle
platoon maneuver live fire training. And the Army Goes Rolling Along…
I wish you all continued blessings and good fortune. Thank you for your continued support of the current generation of
CAN DO Soldiers.
CAN DO
LTC Joel Smith
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CSM Roger Parker (facing front) assumes responsibility as Command Sergeant
Major for 3-15 Infantry at a ceremony at Marne Gardens on 14 March 2012

SSG Barry Boatman (pictured right), Sniper Squad Leader for HHC / 3-15
Infantry, leads fellow CAN DO Soldiers to complete the 12-mile foot march
during Expert Infantryman's Badge testing
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The 15th Infantry in the Philippine Insurrection
Contributed by Tim Stoy

The Moro War: How America Battled a Muslim Insurgency in the Philippine Jungle, 1902-1913 by James R.
Arnold is a very informative account of our Army’s tremendous fight on the Island of Mindanao. Our
Regiment served on Mindanao during the Moro War, 1905 to 1907. I highly recommend it; it reminds of us
just how tough an Infantryman’s fight it was, and how the leaders in that war would become the leaders of the
US Army in WWI, especially General of the Armies John J. Pershing
However that tour of duty was not the Regiment’s first tour in the Philippines. That first tour came in 1900
to 1902 during the Philippine Insurrection, or what many these days call the Philippine-American War. As all
soldiers know, combat does not always ended gloriously and with victory. To our Regiment, unfortunately,
belongs one of the most serious defeats suffered by the United States Army in the Philippine Insurrection.
On 17 September 1900, a little over two
weeks after the 3rd Battalion arrived in the
Philippines, L Company under the command
of Captain David D. Mitchell, operating from
Sinaloan, Laguna Province, Luzon Island
attacked a strong insurgent position under the
command of General Cailles at Mabitac. L
Company was supported by K CO, 15th INF
and a detachment from B CO, 37th US
Volunteers. CPT Mitchell, dismissive of the
fighting qualities of the insurrectos, and
ignorant of the terrain, decided to attack to an
entrenched enemy with the intent of
destroying that force and capture General Cailles – one of the strongest and most capable men in the
insurgency.
The insurgents occupied an almost impregnable position surrounded by rice paddies which were three feet
deep. Scouts were shot by sharpshooters while performing reconnaissance of the enemy position, but CPT
Mitchell decided to attack anyway.
The company moved into the attack but soon the soldiers found themselves waist-deep in water and unable to
advance due to mud. The insurgents poured heavy and accurate fire into their ranks. For two hours our cool
old Regulars returned the fire, despite having no cover and being unable to move. The two accompanying units
13
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were unable to provide effective support due to the limitations of the terrain. Once their ammunition was
exhausted and all their officers and non-commissioned officers killed or wounded the remaining soldiers
succeeded in withdrawing through the mud and water under a hail of fire until finally reaching cover.
Captain Mitchell was killed early in the fight, and command was assumed by 2LT George Cooper who
continued the fire until he was shot through the head. Cooper however had managed to rally the troops and
enabled them to gain the fire superiority that facilitated their withdrawal. 1st Sergeant William Fitzgerald was
also killed while rallying the troops. The Regimental history records “All during the action every man kept his
head and fired accurately and deliberately until his ammunition gave out. The company’s retirement under fire
was one of the finest exhibitions of courage and discipline ever displayed by any troops.”
Of a force of 4 officers and 130 soldiers, 2 officers were KIA and another WIA, 22 men were KIA, and a
further 18 soldiers WIA. Enemy losses were 10 KIA and 20 WIA.
Major General Arthur MacArthur, Governor-General and Commander of the Philippine Division, stated it
was fortunate Captain Mitchell had died a glorious death as had he lived he would have been court-martialed!
The Regiment fought other actions during this two year sojourn in the Philippines. In one of those actions, on
31 December 1900, Sergeant Patrick Philbin, commanding a detachment out of Siniloan bringing supplies and
ammunition over mountain trails to a forward-deployed 50- man outpost, was ambushed by a band of 150
insurgents led by General Cailles. Despite being severely wounded, he successfully fought his detachment
through to the supported unit without loss of supplies, killing 10 insurgents in the fighting. Philbin was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for this action – the only known DSC I’ve found for any 15th
Infantryman in the Philippine Insurrection.
Our Regiment is rightly proud of our Distinctive Unit Insignia, our Can Do emblem. Yet
we miss something by not wearing the Regiment’s full coat of arms which includes as its
crest the Katipunan Sun, the emblem of the Philippine Insurrectos. Our men, our
Regiment, earned the right to include that emblem in its coat of arms in that “dirty little
war” in the Philippines with blood and sweat. I recommend you read The Moro War to
learn about and appreciate the achievements of our great Army in that war, and gain an
appreciation for what our 15th Infantrymen had to survive in the Philippines.

Can Do!
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