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òThe Old China Handsó 
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Fellow China Hands,  

    L ŀƳ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ /h[ [ŜŜ aƛȊŜΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ мн 

March. COL Mize received the MOH for his actions on Outpost Harry.  Monika and I were incredibly honored to have had the 

opportunity to visit him several times over the past three years.  Despite his physical problems, he was always a gracious host 

and we shared many wonderful hours listening to his tales of his military service.  He will be sorely missed and our 

condolences go out to his wife Betty, and the rest of his family. 

 

   I recently returned from a trip to Germany where Monika and I had the opportunity to visit the former garrison towns of the 

3rd Infantry Division and 15th Infantry. Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen, long time home of 1-15, is empty and fenced off.  

Wildflecken Training Area is now under German Army control and 2-мрΩǎ ƻƭŘ ōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ headquarters are still being used for 

ǳƴƛǘǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ  hƭŘ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻǊƴ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ {ŎƘǿŜƛƴŦǳǊǘΩǎ /ƻƴƴ ŀƴŘ [ŜŘǿŀǊŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ōǳǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀl preparations are made for 

turnover to the Germany government later this year.  Some of us served in Conn Barracks with 1-15 after it moved from 

Kitzingen, and others served with  2-15 in Ledward.  The trip brought fond memories as 

well as melancholy as I realize how long ago it really was!  

 

Monika and I paid a call on the Mayor of Wildflecken, Alfred Schrenk, to thank him for erecting the commemorative tablet last 

summer honoring the US Army units stationed in Wildflecken during the Cold War. Of course we also paid a call on the 

Kreuzberg monastery and enjoyed a maʲ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ōŜŜǊ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ н-15.  

 

   hǳǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ о-15 IN soldiers will earn the coveted EIB!  What a 

great way for LTC Minami and his new command team to get to know their soldiers and lay the foundation for the crucial 

mission of training future officers  at the Military Academy this summer!  I know the professionalism our Can Do soldiers, 

NCOs, and officers will show while at West Point will lead to tough competition in several years during post selection amongst 

those cadets who were motivated and inspired by our 15th Infantrymen to get to 3-15  at Fort Stewart! 

όtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мсύ 
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The Dragon is the quarterly publication of the 15
th
 Infantry Regiment Association. It is published in January, April, July 

and October. Neither its editorial nor articles content carry official endorsement of the Association. Input for the Dragon 

is due the 15
th
 of each month prior to publishing. 

 

     ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES 

To perpetuate and foster the history and traditions of the Regiment. 

To provide opportunities for uniting past and present members of the Regiment into a close and cooperative alliance. 

To promote morale and high espirit de corps among members of the Regiment. 

To acquire and maintain a repository of Regimental historical memorabilia 

To assist in the maintenance of monuments dedicated to the units of the 15
th
 Infantry Regiment 

 

 

15th INF Regiment Association Founders ï 22 Founding Members 

 

Jesse Anderson Donald Chase  Ramon Clark  Charles Crain  Jerry Cunningham  

Edward Dojutrek* George Doyle*  Tom Godfrey*  Andrew Gunderson* Michael Halik  

Jack Jordan  Maurice Kendall Leonard Lassor Norman MacIntyre* George Mohr* 

Whitney Mullen Lindsey Nelms* James OôDell Sr.* Howard Palm*  Howard Quick*  

Raymond T. Taylor* Frank Yokum*  

*Astrick denotes deceased member   

Number of Members 366 

 
By Periods     Members with the 1-15

th
 Infantry   11 

CH     1   Members with the 3-15
th

 Infantry     3 
WWII   56 
KW             163 
CW               69 
OIF   24 
RF   39 
ASSOC   14 

  
By Type 

 
Regular Life  257 
Regular Annual   95    
Assoc Life    10 
Assoc Annual      4 

 

Total   366   
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TAPS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

Listed in the chart below is an update of the 15
th
 Association Founders list. 

 

Chaplainôs message 

ñWe fought to obtain our freedom: now we 

should vote to keep itò 

Regardless of your political association, there are certain facts that you should know before you vote. You should review 

and understand the principles on which this nation was founded. Our fore-fathers were brilliant men. I researched 

several historical records to find the following statements made by some of the writers of the Declaration of 

Independence, the Constitution and early Statesmen. 

 

WALTER E. EPPERSON RICHARD R. KILGEN         BERNARD E. PERRY SR.      EDWARD A. ROZZI-LM 
Wichita, KS   East Stroudsburg, PA         Chezy, NY                    Meriden, CT 
SSGT, I CO, 3 BN, WII              PFC, D CO, 1 BN, KW         SSGT, K CO, 3 BN, KW           SGT, CN, REGT, WII 
DOD 04/23/2013  DOD 11/19/2013         DOD 11/11/2013        DOD 08/23/2013 
Reported by Rich Heller  Reported by Rich Heller         Reported by Rich Heller           Reported by Rich Heller 
 
JOHN WAGNER JR  JOSEPH T. KELLY                 JOHN F. STEINKE                  HENRYA. BARBER III-CM 
La Harpe, KS   Williamstown, NJ          Santa Cruz, CA       Mount Vernon, NY  
CPL, HVY MORT, REGT, KW   SFC, K CO, 3 BN, KW            PFC, B CO, 1 BN, WII      COL, HQ, 3 BN, KW   
DOD 08/13/2013  DOD 09/13/2011          DOD 04/05/2012                     DOD 08/06/2013 
Reported by Rich Heller  Reported by Rich Heller          Reported by Rich Heller      Reported by Tom Heitzer 
 
MILTON E. LARSON-CM LLOYD J. LUKAS-CM          WILLIAM M. RANDLE-CM      RONALD FIEBIGER 
Wheaton, MN   Jacksonville, FL           Rockford, IL       New Ulm, MN 
SSG, E CO, 2 BN, WII  MSG, A CO, 1 BN, KW          PFC, B CO, 1 BN, WII      CPL, Cannon CO, WII 
DOD 09/21/2013  DOD 12/28/2012          DOD 01/10/2013          DOD12/15/2013  
Reported by Tom Heitzer Reported by Tom Heitzer       Reported by Tom Heitzer      Reported by Rich Heller 

  
EDWARD J. MACDONALD-LM CARL D. MATHES-CM          FREDERIC J. KNEPPER-LM  GLEN P. FLER-LM 
East Providence, RI         Lexington, VA                       Hustontown, PA        Hudson, FL 
CPL, M CO, 3 BN, KW    PFC, E CO, 2 BN WII             SGT, F CO, 2 BN, KW       TSG, M CO, 3 BN, WII 
DOD 11/23/2013     DOD 11/08/2012          DOD 01/21/2014        DOD 07/12/2011 
Reported by Brother Joseph       Reported by Rich Heller         Reported by Joseph Herron     Reported by Tom Heitzer 
 
TAYLOR W. SANDIDGE-LM       JOE GOEPPNER-LM            RAYMOND T. TAYLOR-FM    RAMSEY ADAIR-LM 
Pawnee, IL    Asheville, NC           Six Mile, SC            Hysham, MT 
CPL. K CO, 3 BN, WII                  LTC, I CO, 3 BN, WII             MSG, HHC, 1 BN, KW       SGT, G CO, 2 BN, KW 
DOD 12/29/2013   DOD 11/01/2013          DOD 09/04/2012        DOD 02/03/2014 
Reported by Tom Heitzer  Reported by Tom Heitzer       Reported by John Burke       Reported by Tom Heitzer 
 
J. R. (OPAL) KAYS JR.-LM  EARL C. MCCRARY-LM       JOHN H. REEDER-LM       ROBERT V. BISHARD 
Las Vegas, NV    Pleasant Grove, AL          Cherry Hill, NJ        Camp Hill, PA 
SSG, HHC, 3 BN, KW                COL, A CO, 1 BN, KW          COL, HQ, 2 BN, KW       MSG, HQ, 2 BN, KW 
DOD 09/25/2013   DOD 02/02/2014          DOD 09/30/2012        DOD 02/14/2014 
Reported by Tom Heitzer  Reported by Tom Heitzer       Reported by Tom Heitzer        Reported by Tom Heitzer 
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LOUIS 
W. 
PERRO
TTI 

1411 N. 
Beach 
Street 
Ormond 
Beach 
FL 
32174 
SGT, C 
CO, 1 
BN, CW 
DOD ï 
May 14, 
2011 
 
Reported 
by John 
Burke  
                                              
 

                   

MITCH
ELL J. 
KOPR
OWSKI 

44 
Maria 
Avenue 
Southbr
idge, 
MA 
01550  
CPT, 2 
BN 
WWII 
DOD ï 
Decem
ber 12, 
2010 
 
Reported 
by Rich 
Heller                         
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CHINA 6 SITREP 
Hello!  This is my first note as China 6, we have had many changes in the BaǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 

two months as we said goodbye to LTC Smith and family.  First, I would like to introduce myself to you as the new 3-

15IN Battalion Commander. I am extremely honored to become the new leader of this historic Battalion.  I previously 

ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǘ {ŎƘƻŦƛŜƭŘ .ŀǊǊŀŎƪǎΣ IŀǿŀƛƛΤ {ŎƘǿŜƛƴŦǳǊǘΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΤ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ 5ǊǳƳΤ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ǊƳȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǳƴƛǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ о-15 Infantry Family is something I have already 

come to treasure.  

 The Battalion recently received a new group of highly qualified Company Commanders, and I am pleased to 

welcome them to the CAN DO Family. In Alpha Company we welcome CPT Argo who previously served as a Battalion 

Assistant S3. In Bravo Company we welcome CPT Platky who also served as a BN A/S3 during the past deployment. 

/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΣ /t¢ tŀǿƭŀƪΣ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ [bh ǘƻ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ Lƴ 

Delta Company our previous Battalion S4 CPT Osborn assumed command. We also welcome one of our own, CPT 

aǳǎƪǳǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ II/ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Battalion. While our new Commanders bring a wealth of talent we also have recently welcomed new and experienced 

First Sergeants to our Family. First Sergeant Bullard in Alpha Company and First Sergeant Pegues in Bravo Company 

join the CAN DO Battalion and bring a tremendous amount of experience, knowledge and professionalism to their 

respective Companies and the Battalion. We are extremely excited about our new command teams and look forward 

to watching them excel during the upcoming months. 

 As I write, the Soldiers of the Third Battalion are completing their individual Soldier training cycle as they 

prepare themselves for Expert Infantryman Badge testing. Most recently our training has focused on individual land 

navigation, basic rifle marksmanship, ruck-marching and physical fitness.  Our Battalion will send approximately three 

hundred soldiers to compete in EIB this year.  We also have the unique opportunity to plan and run two of the three 

test lanes that candidates from across the 3rd Infantry Division will compete in.  

 As we come to a close with our individual Soldier training at the end of March, I am constantly reminded of 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ /!b 5h {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΦ /!b 5h {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜΣ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪΦ hǳǊ 

Soldiers have displayed these characteristics throughout this individual Soldier training period on multiple ranges and 

training exercises. These values will become even more important as we move towards Team and Squad training and 

live fire exercises later this summer. These traits will also serve the Battalion well this summer as Task Force China 

deploys to the United States Military Academy to provide training and support to Cadet Summer Training.  We look 

forward to seeing everyone at the Regimental banquet this summer! 

 

CAN DO! 

LTC Nathan Minami  
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In February 3-15IN conducted its scout selection. Over 30 Soldiers from various companies in the battalion completed the 

tryout which included over 30 miles of road marching, a Combat Water Survival Test, and a reflexive live fire exercise.  
 

 

 

SGT Newton with SPC Armetrout, SPC Davis, SPC Witt and SPC Chesnut participated in Kessler Elementary schools 
reading across America program on 3 March 2014. These 3-15IN soldiers spent the morning with a class of Kessler 
reading students. Pictured above from left to right, both SPC Armetrout and SPC Davis took turns reading to the 

students to start the morning. 
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15th INFANTRY REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION DINNER, 20 JUNE 2014, COLUMBUS, GA 

The 15th Infantry Regimental Association will once again host a Regimental Dinner open to anyone wishing to 

attend on June 20, 2014 in conjunction with the Society of the Third Infantry Division Reunion at the Hilton 

Garden Inn in Columbus, Georgia.  The evening will include an entertaining program mixed with live music, 

colorful updates from the active battalions, and little history mixed in.  With both of our active duty 

battalions back from deployments the evening should provide a wonderful opportunity for our veterans to 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƴ 5ƻέ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŀŘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎΦ  Additionally, the winners of the annual Regimental Raffle will be 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ άŦƛŦǘȅ-ŦƛŦǘȅέ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΦ  An update on our recently reinvigorated 

monuments effort will be discussed with current and future plans shared for all to hear.  Should be a fun 

evening and a great opportunity as well to visit with friends and old buddies, and make new acquaintances. 

 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŜƴǘƛŦǳƭ ά{ŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ .ǳŦŦŜǘΦ /ŀǎƘ .ŀǊΦ    

 Cost:  $38.00 per person (includes tax/gratuity) 

 Cocktails (Cash Bar):        6:00 ς 6:30 pm 

Dinner/Program:               6:30 ς 9:00 pm 

Please fill out reservation form below and send to Bart Viruso 

 Reservations--Regimental Dinner, 20 June 2014 

Name:___________________ 

Guest:___________________ 

Guest: __________________ 

Guest:___________________ 

Phone number:_______________ 

Email:________________ 

 Mail check for total amount to : 

Bart Viruso 

116 Harriett Road 

North Babylon, NY 11703 

Phone: (631) 587-0587; cell (631) 338-1400 

Email: Viruso8@verizon.net 

mailto:Viruso8@verizon.net
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Kennesaw Mountain Monument 

On 6 March 2014 the Association, in collaboration with the National 

Park Service, placed a new monument in the Kennesaw Mountain 

National Battlefield Park  honoring the service of the 15th Infantry, 

16th Infantry, 18th Infantry, and 19th Infantry Regiments for their 

action during the Atlanta Campaign of the Civil War. These 

Regiments served with distinction in the Army of the Cumberland 

during the Atlanta Campaign of 1864 and continue their service to 

the present day.  

 

The Monument Dedication Ceremony will be held 

on 27 June 2014. The two year effort is to ensure 

that a monument is placed on each of the 

battlefields signified by the four red acorns that 

appear on our unit crest. The red acorns for Murfreesboro, 

Chickamauga, and Atlanta now all have a monument. All of these 

monuments can be seen in the Monuments and Markers section of 

our Association website. The battle positions of the Regulars are 

clearly visible on this Battlefield after nearly 150 years.  Active duty 

and former members of these Regiments have participated in the 

Monument planning process.  Active duty soldiers of the 15th 

Infantry and 19th Infantry have partnered with our Association to 

erect the Monument as a tribute to Civil War members of these fine 

historic units. 

 

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park is a 2,923 acre National 

Battlefield that preserves a Civil War battleground of the Atlanta Campaign. 

Opposing forces maneuvered and fought there from 19 June 1864 until 2 July 

1864.  The Park is located northwest of metro Atlanta along Interstate 75.   

 

To make a donation online and for more information about the Monument 

visit the Association website at www.15thInfantry.org. Donations by check 

are gratefully accepted by the Association Treasurer, Bart Viruso. Please make checks payable to the 15th Infantry 

wŜƎΩǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ mark them Monument Fund, and mail them to Bart at his address on page 2. 

 

For more information, contact Mike Horn at 404-414-5974 or via email mhorn@15thInfantry.org. 

http://www.nps.gov/kemo/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/kemo/index.htm
http://www.15thinfantry.org/monuments.html
http://www.15thinfantry.org/
mailto:mhorn@15thInfantry.org
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Monument Dedication Ceremony 

At noon on 27 June 2014 a Monument dedication ceremony will be held in the Kennesaw Mountain National 

Battlefield Park.  The Ceremony will be held in the large open area adjacent to the Burnt Hickory Road parking area of 

the Park and opposite Pigeon Hill. An Honor Platoon from the 1st Battalion, an Army Band, and a large number of 

dignitaries and invitees are scheduled to attend. All local Association members are encouraged to attend.  Additional 

details about the ceremony, schedule of events, parking, and maps are found on the Association website at 

http://www.15thinfantry.org/monumentproject.html.   

 

The Monument stands 52 inches high and weighs 2055 lbs. The blue granite 

was quarried in Elberton, Georgia. A 20 x 14 inch bronze plaque tops the 

Monument. The Monument was obtained from Mableton Marble & Granite 

of Mableton, GA. 

 

The Monument was paid for through the generous donations of individual 

and corporate donors whose names will remain on the Association website 

at http://www.15thinfantry.org/donors.html. Two of the largest donors are 

unrelated to the 15th Infantry or the Association. The Monument will remain 

the property of the National Park Service. The Association is responsible for 

monument maintenance in perpetuity. 

 

The current temporary location was selected to accommodate the large 

crowds expected for the dedication ceremony and 150th anniversary events. 

In the months following the dedication, the Monument will be moved to its 

permanent location adjacent to the fighting positions of 15th Infantry. The 

battle positions of the Regulars are clearly visible on this Battlefield after 

nearly 150 years.   

 

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park is a 2,923 acre National Battlefield that preserves a Civil War 

battleground of the Atlanta Campaign. Opposing forces maneuvered and fought there from 19 June 1864 until 2 July 

1864.  The Park is located northwest of metro Atlanta along Interstate 75.   

 

For more information, contact Mike Horn at 404-414-5974 or via email mhorn@15thInfantry.org. 

 

 

http://www.15thinfantry.org/monumentproject.html
http://www.15thinfantry.org/donors.html
mailto:mhorn@15thInfantry.org
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