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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow China Hands,

I am sad to report that our Regiment lost its last living Medal of Honor recipient with COL Lee Mize’s passing on 12
March. COL Mize received the MOH for his actions on Outpost Harry. Monika and I were incredibly honored to have had the
opportunity to visit him several times over the past three years. Despite his physical problems, he was always a gracious host
and we shared many wonderful hours listening to his tales of his military service. He will be sorely missed and our
condolences go out to his wife Betty, and the rest of his family.

I recently returned from a trip to Germany where Monika and I had the opportunity to visit the former garrison towns of the
3rd Infantry Division and 15th Infantry. Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen, long time home of 1-15, is empty and fenced off.
Wildflecken Training Area is now under German Army control and 2-15’s old barracks and headquarters are still being used for
units training in the Germany Army’s combat simulation center. Old dining facilities are being torn down to be replaced by
other buildings. Schweinfurt’s Conn and Ledward are still open but stand mostly empty as final preparations are made for
turnover to the Germany government later this year. Some of us served in Conn Barracks with 1-15 after it moved from
Kitzingen, and others served with 2-15 in Ledward. The trip brought fond memories as
well as melancholy as I realize how long ago it really was!

Monika and I paid a call on the Mayor of Wildflecken, Alfred Schrenk, to thank him for erecting the commemorative tablet last
summer honoring the US Army units stationed in Wildflecken during the Cold War. Of course we also paid a call on the
Kreuzberg monastery and enjoyed a maβ or two of the world’s best beer in memory of my time in 2-15.

Our commanders’ reports bring me back to the present. I expect many 3-15 IN soldiers will earn the coveted EIB! What a
great way for LTC Minami and his new command team to get to know their soldiers and lay the foundation for the crucial
mission of training future officers at the Military Academy this summer! I know the professionalism our Can Do soldiers,
NCOs, and officers will show while at West Point will lead to tough competition in several years during post selection amongst
those cadets who were motivated and inspired by our 15th Infantrymen to get to 3-15 at Fort Stewart!
(President’s message continued on page 16)
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The Dragon is the quarterly publication of the 15 Infantry Regiment Association. It is published in January, April, July
and October. Neither its editorial nor articles content carry official endorsement of the Association. Input for the Dragon
th
is due the 15 of each month prior to publishing.
ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES
To perpetuate and foster the history and traditions of the Regiment.
To provide opportunities for uniting past and present members of the Regiment into a close and cooperative alliance.
To promote morale and high espirit de corps among members of the Regiment.
To acquire and maintain a repository of Regimental historical memorabilia
th
To assist in the maintenance of monuments dedicated to the units of the 15 Infantry Regiment

15th INF Regiment Association Founders – 22 Founding Members

Jesse Anderson

Donald Chase

Ramon Clark

Charles Crain

Jerry Cunningham

Edward Dojutrek*

George Doyle*

Tom Godfrey*

Andrew Gunderson*

Michael Halik

Jack Jordan

Maurice Kendall

Leonard Lassor

Norman MacIntyre*

George Mohr*

Whitney Mullen

Lindsey Nelms*

James O’Dell Sr.*

Howard Palm*

Howard Quick*

Raymond T. Taylor*

Frank Yokum*

*Astrick denotes deceased member
Number of Members 366
By Periods
CH
WWII
KW
CW
OIF
RF
ASSOC

th

1
56
163
69
24
39
14

Members with the 1-15 Infantry 11
th
Members with the 3-15 Infantry 3

By Type
Regular Life
Regular Annual
Assoc Life
Assoc Annual

257
95
10
4

Total

366
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TAPS

WALTER E. EPPERSON
Wichita, KS
SSGT, I CO, 3 BN, WII
DOD 04/23/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

RICHARD R. KILGEN
East Stroudsburg, PA
PFC, D CO, 1 BN, KW
DOD 11/19/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

BERNARD E. PERRY SR.
Chezy, NY
SSGT, K CO, 3 BN, KW
DOD 11/11/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

EDWARD A. ROZZI-LM
Meriden, CT
SGT, CN, REGT, WII
DOD 08/23/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

JOHN WAGNER JR
La Harpe, KS
CPL, HVY MORT, REGT, KW
DOD 08/13/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

JOSEPH T. KELLY
Williamstown, NJ
SFC, K CO, 3 BN, KW
DOD 09/13/2011
Reported by Rich Heller

JOHN F. STEINKE
Santa Cruz, CA
PFC, B CO, 1 BN, WII
DOD 04/05/2012
Reported by Rich Heller

HENRYA. BARBER III-CM
Mount Vernon, NY
COL, HQ, 3 BN, KW
DOD 08/06/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

MILTON E. LARSON-CM
Wheaton, MN
SSG, E CO, 2 BN, WII
DOD 09/21/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

LLOYD J. LUKAS-CM
Jacksonville, FL
MSG, A CO, 1 BN, KW
DOD 12/28/2012
Reported by Tom Heitzer

WILLIAM M. RANDLE-CM
Rockford, IL
PFC, B CO, 1 BN, WII
DOD 01/10/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

RONALD FIEBIGER
New Ulm, MN
CPL, Cannon CO, WII
DOD12/15/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

EDWARD J. MACDONALD-LM CARL D. MATHES-CM
th
FREDERIC J. KNEPPER-LM
Listed in the chart below is an update of the 15 Association Founders list.
East Providence, RI
Lexington, VA
Hustontown, PA
CPL, M CO, 3 BN, KW
PFC, E CO, 2 BN WII
SGT, F CO, 2 BN, KW
DOD 11/23/2013
DOD 11/08/2012
DOD 01/21/2014
Reported by Brother Joseph
Reported by Rich Heller
Reported by Joseph Herron

GLEN P. FLER-LM
Hudson, FL
TSG, M CO, 3 BN, WII
DOD 07/12/2011
Reported by Tom Heitzer

TAYLOR W. SANDIDGE-LM
Pawnee, IL
CPL. K CO, 3 BN, WII
DOD 12/29/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

RAMSEY ADAIR-LM
Hysham, MT
SGT, G CO, 2 BN, KW
DOD 02/03/2014
Reported by Tom Heitzer

Chaplain’s message

JOE GOEPPNER-LM
Asheville, NC
LTC, I CO, 3 BN, WII
DOD 11/01/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

RAYMOND T. TAYLOR-FM
Six Mile, SC
MSG, HHC, 1 BN, KW
DOD 09/04/2012
Reported by John Burke

“We fought to obtain our freedom: now we
should
vote JOHN
to H.keep
it” ROBERT V. BISHARD
J. R. (OPAL) KAYS JR.-LM
EARL C. MCCRARY-LM
REEDER-LM

Las Vegas, NV
Pleasant Grove, AL
Cherry Hill, NJ
Camp Hill, PA
Regardless
yourKW
political association,
certain
that you
vote.
You
should
SSG,
HHC, 3ofBN,
COL, Athere
CO, 1are
BN,
KW facts COL,
HQ,should
2 BN, know
KW before you
MSG,
HQ,
2 BN,
KWreview
and
understand
the
principles
on
which
this
nation
was
founded.
Our
fore-fathers
were
brilliant
men.
I
researched
DOD 09/25/2013
DOD 02/02/2014
DOD 09/30/2012
DOD 02/14/2014
several historical
following
by some by
of the
of the Declaration
Reported
by Tom records
Heitzer to find the
Reported
by statements
Tom HeitzermadeReported
Tomwriters
Heitzer
Reported byofTom Heitzer
Independence, the Constitution and early Statesmen.
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CHINA 6 SITREP
Hello! This is my first note as China 6, we have had many changes in the Battalion’s leadership over the past
two months as we said goodbye to LTC Smith and family. First, I would like to introduce myself to you as the new 315IN Battalion Commander. I am extremely honored to become the new leader of this historic Battalion. I previously
served at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; Schweinfurt, Germany; and Fort Drum; New York. I’ve been lucky to be part of
some of our Army’s most historic units, but being a member of the 3-15 Infantry Family is something I have already
come to treasure.
The Battalion recently received a new group of highly qualified Company Commanders, and I am pleased to
welcome them to the CAN DO Family. In Alpha Company we welcome CPT Argo who previously served as a Battalion
Assistant S3. In Bravo Company we welcome CPT Platky who also served as a BN A/S3 during the past deployment.
Charlie Company’s new Commander, CPT Pawlak, joins us from Brigade where he served as an LNO to Division. In
Delta Company our previous Battalion S4 CPT Osborn assumed command. We also welcome one of our own, CPT
Muskus, who previously served as Charlie’s Commander to HHC as our new senior company commander in the
Battalion. While our new Commanders bring a wealth of talent we also have recently welcomed new and experienced
First Sergeants to our Family. First Sergeant Bullard in Alpha Company and First Sergeant Pegues in Bravo Company
join the CAN DO Battalion and bring a tremendous amount of experience, knowledge and professionalism to their
respective Companies and the Battalion. We are extremely excited about our new command teams and look forward
to watching them excel during the upcoming months.
As I write, the Soldiers of the Third Battalion are completing their individual Soldier training cycle as they
prepare themselves for Expert Infantryman Badge testing. Most recently our training has focused on individual land
navigation, basic rifle marksmanship, ruck-marching and physical fitness. Our Battalion will send approximately three
hundred soldiers to compete in EIB this year. We also have the unique opportunity to plan and run two of the three
test lanes that candidates from across the 3rd Infantry Division will compete in.
As we come to a close with our individual Soldier training at the end of March, I am constantly reminded of
the spirit of today’s CAN DO Soldier. CAN DO Soldiers have enthusiasm, competence, discipline, and teamwork. Our
Soldiers have displayed these characteristics throughout this individual Soldier training period on multiple ranges and
training exercises. These values will become even more important as we move towards Team and Squad training and
live fire exercises later this summer. These traits will also serve the Battalion well this summer as Task Force China
deploys to the United States Military Academy to provide training and support to Cadet Summer Training. We look
forward to seeing everyone at the Regimental banquet this summer!

CAN DO!
LTC Nathan Minami
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In February 3-15IN conducted its scout selection. Over 30 Soldiers from various companies in the battalion completed the
tryout which included over 30 miles of road marching, a Combat Water Survival Test, and a reflexive live fire exercise .

SGT Newton with SPC Armetrout, SPC Davis, SPC Witt and SPC Chesnut participated in Kessler Elementary schools
reading across America program on 3 March 2014. These 3-15IN soldiers spent the morning with a class of Kessler
reading students. Pictured above from left to right, both SPC Armetrout and SPC Davis took turns reading to the
students to start the morning.
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15th INFANTRY REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION DINNER, 20 JUNE 2014, COLUMBUS, GA
The 15th Infantry Regimental Association will once again host a Regimental Dinner open to anyone wishing to
attend on June 20, 2014 in conjunction with the Society of the Third Infantry Division Reunion at the Hilton
Garden Inn in Columbus, Georgia. The evening will include an entertaining program mixed with live music,
colorful updates from the active battalions, and little history mixed in. With both of our active duty
battalions back from deployments the evening should provide a wonderful opportunity for our veterans to
connect with the younger members of the “Can Do” Regiment and pass on the traditions of old to the
troopers of toady’s active battalions. Additionally, the winners of the annual Regimental Raffle will be
announced and a “fifty-fifty” drawing will be conducted. An update on our recently reinvigorated
monuments effort will be discussed with current and future plans shared for all to hear. Should be a fun
evening and a great opportunity as well to visit with friends and old buddies, and make new acquaintances.
Dinner will consist of a plentiful “Sample of the South” Dinner Buffet. Cash Bar.
Cost: $38.00 per person (includes tax/gratuity)
Cocktails (Cash Bar):

6:00 – 6:30 pm

Dinner/Program:

6:30 – 9:00 pm
Please fill out reservation form below and send to Bart Viruso

Reservations--Regimental Dinner, 20 June 2014
Name:___________________
Guest:___________________
Guest: __________________
Guest:___________________
Phone number:_______________
Email:________________

Mail check for total amount to :
Bart Viruso
116 Harriett Road
North Babylon, NY 11703
Phone: (631) 587-0587; cell (631) 338-1400
Email: Viruso8@verizon.net
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Kennesaw Mountain Monument
On 6 March 2014 the Association, in collaboration with the National
Park Service, placed a new monument in the Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Park honoring the service of the 15th Infantry,
16th Infantry, 18th Infantry, and 19th Infantry Regiments for their
action during the Atlanta Campaign of the Civil War. These
Regiments served with distinction in the Army of the Cumberland
during the Atlanta Campaign of 1864 and continue their service to
the present day.

The Monument Dedication Ceremony will be held
on 27 June 2014. The two year effort is to ensure
that a monument is placed on each of the
battlefields signified by the four red acorns that
appear on our unit crest. The red acorns for Murfreesboro,
Chickamauga, and Atlanta now all have a monument. All of these
monuments can be seen in the Monuments and Markers section of
our Association website. The battle positions of the Regulars are
clearly visible on this Battlefield after nearly 150 years. Active duty
and former members of these Regiments have participated in the
Monument planning process. Active duty soldiers of the 15th
Infantry and 19th Infantry have partnered with our Association to
erect the Monument as a tribute to Civil War members of these fine
historic units.

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park is a 2,923 acre National
Battlefield that preserves a Civil War battleground of the Atlanta Campaign.
Opposing forces maneuvered and fought there from 19 June 1864 until 2 July
1864. The Park is located northwest of metro Atlanta along Interstate 75.

To make a donation online and for more information about the Monument
visit the Association website at www.15thInfantry.org. Donations by check
are gratefully accepted by the Association Treasurer, Bart Viruso. Please make checks payable to the 15th Infantry
Reg’t Association, mark them Monument Fund, and mail them to Bart at his address on page 2.

For more information, contact Mike Horn at 404-414-5974 or via email mhorn@15thInfantry.org.
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Monument Dedication Ceremony
At noon on 27 June 2014 a Monument dedication ceremony will be held in the Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefield Park. The Ceremony will be held in the large open area adjacent to the Burnt Hickory Road parking area of
the Park and opposite Pigeon Hill. An Honor Platoon from the 1st Battalion, an Army Band, and a large number of
dignitaries and invitees are scheduled to attend. All local Association members are encouraged to attend. Additional
details about the ceremony, schedule of events, parking, and maps are found on the Association website at
http://www.15thinfantry.org/monumentproject.html.

The Monument stands 52 inches high and weighs 2055 lbs. The blue granite
was quarried in Elberton, Georgia. A 20 x 14 inch bronze plaque tops the
Monument. The Monument was obtained from Mableton Marble & Granite
of Mableton, GA.

The Monument was paid for through the generous donations of individual
and corporate donors whose names will remain on the Association website
at http://www.15thinfantry.org/donors.html. Two of the largest donors are
unrelated to the 15th Infantry or the Association. The Monument will remain
the property of the National Park Service. The Association is responsible for
monument maintenance in perpetuity.

The current temporary location was selected to accommodate the large
crowds expected for the dedication ceremony and 150th anniversary events.
In the months following the dedication, the Monument will be moved to its
permanent location adjacent to the fighting positions of 15th Infantry. The
battle positions of the Regulars are clearly visible on this Battlefield after
nearly 150 years.

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park is a 2,923 acre National Battlefield that preserves a Civil War
battleground of the Atlanta Campaign. Opposing forces maneuvered and fought there from 19 June 1864 until 2 July
1864. The Park is located northwest of metro Atlanta along Interstate 75.

For more information, contact Mike Horn at 404-414-5974 or via email mhorn@15thInfantry.org.
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DRAGON 6 SITREP
The 1st battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment has been hard at work since coming back from our break over the holidays. January
through March saw DRAGONS back out in the Fort Benning training areas honing their skills in preparation to assume duties as
NORTHCOM’s Rapid Reaction Force. In February, we alerted the battalion, deployed companies to their designated training areas,
and conducted a series of platoon evaluations during DRAGON FOCUS that certified our formations to assume the RRF mission.
The brigade put HARD ROCK (A/1-15) through an emergency deployment readiness exercise and they performed well above the
standard. Though these mission sets are somewhat different than our Soldiers are accustomed to, they came through it with
flying colors like the true professionals they are. To paraphrase GEN George Patton, this battalion fights where it’s told and wins
where it fights, no matter what the “fight” is.
One of the aspects of our new mission with NORTHCOM is the ability to participate in training with the Mexican and Canadian
Armies. In March, CAN DO Soldiers traveled to Mexico City, Mexico and instructed Mexican Soldiers on advanced rifle
marksmanship, combatives, and basic combat first aid. This was a hugely successful trip and helped to establish closer ties with
our brothers and sisters in arms from south of the border. Our team of professionals reported that they learned a tremendous
amount from their Mexican counterparts and that it was a very rewarding experience.
With the conclusion of DRAGON FOCUS, we got back to preparing for gunnery. The Bradley and tank crews began a program of
training centered on gunnery simulators, gunnery skills proficiency, and gunnery theory. Our crews also put renewed emphasis on
our tank and Bradley fleets to get them into fighting shape for gunnery this spring. The CAN DO Soldiers seem genuinely pleased
to be focused on our upcoming gunnery. In the midst of gunnery training, we also used March to catch up on equipment services
while divesting ourselves of outdated, excess, and/or broken equipment. Two date, we have turned-in millions of dollars of
equipment which helps the Army save money, helps company commanders better manage their property books, and give Soldiers
more space to store and maintain the equipment that we actually need.
The big news is that 1-15IN, along with the rest of the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3ID will go to the National Training
Center in October! We are very excited at the opportunity to go to Fort Irwin and lock horns with the vaunted opposing force.
While we are not template for any deployments, this rotation gives us focus and the ability to train on what we do best: engage
and destroy the enemy in close combat. The next few months will see CAN DO Soldiers in the training areas and simulators
getting ready to undergo the best training the Army has to offer.
Amidst all of this action, the 1-15IN Leadership Factory continues to develop the Army’s future leaders. February, CPT Alex Barron
assumed command of HHC/1-15IN(HELL RAISER) from CPT Donny Bigham. CPT Shane Smith turned command of B/1-15IN over to
CPT Tom Buller. We will certainly miss CPT Bigham and CPT Smith as they transition to the next phase of their careers, but we
look forward to seeing CPT Barron and CPT Buller continue to add to the 15th Infantry Regiment’s legacy. SFC Vincent Lewis (A/115) was selected for promotion to Master Sergeant and subsequently assumed duties as the C/3-1 CAV First Sergeant. While we
said our farewells to the Lewis family, we gained 1SG Dale Box and his family as he assumed responsibility as the First Sergeant for
DESTROYER (D/1-15IN). Finally, we were happy to learn that LTC Nelson Kraft, former DRAGON 6, was selected to attend the War
College at Carlisle Barracks, PA.
As always, CSM Barretto and I are impressed with the competence, character, and commitment demonstrated everyday by the
Soldiers in this battalion. They are stalwart professionals who strive everyday to live up to the 15th Infantry Regiment’s storied
legacy.
CAN DO!
DRAGON 6 and DRAGON 7
12

April 2014

st
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rd

Soldiers of 1 Platoon, Baker Company, 1-15 Infantry, 3 Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3 Infantry Division train to secure a
key location while simultaneously reacting to a chemical attack. Baker Company deployed in support of Operation Dragon
Focus to secure critical infrastructure in support of the NorthCom mission. The scenarios evaluated during Dragon Focus
realistically simulated possible crisis’s that a company may possibly face during a real world deployment. Each scenario
challenged leadership through a multitude of situations including reacting to chemical agent, dealing with a civil disturbance,
and interacting with media.

rd

Soldiers of Hardrock Company, 1-15 Infantry, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3 Infantry Division repel rioters to protect
key infrastructure during Operation Dragon Focus. Platoons were validated on Civil Disturbance Operations and the Standing
Rules for the Use of Force. Soldiers were critiqued and re-trained as necessary to ensure they understood the complex nature
of using force ethically and Constitutionally while deployed on American soil.
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A Soldier from Hardrock Company, 1-15 Infantry, 3 Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3 Infantry Division executes the
transition portion of the Machine Gun Range with a M249 after completing all the prerequisites on the 10 Meter range.
Hardrock executed a Machine Gun Range for all M249 and M240B Gunners, conducting a Zero and Qualification and finishing
up by executing a Transition fire. Despite inclement weather, all Soldiers zeroed and qualified with their assigned weapons.

rd

Soldiers from the Heavy Mortar Platoon, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1-15 Infantry, 3 Armored Brigade Combat
rd
Team, 3 Infantry Division execute the culminating event for the Mortar Sustainment Training, the Fire for Effect. The Mortar
Platoon incorporated lessons learned over the previous year from the Maneuver Center of Excellence Mortar Certification and
Evaluation Program. Mortarmen utilized the Ten Step Sledgehammer training model to ensure mission success and maximize
the training value of the event. This training also brought together the 1-15IN fire supporters and Joint Tactical Air Controllers
(JTAC) who utilized this opportunity to teach new Soldiers and Airmen the most effective way to utilize the Battalion’s organic
indirect fire assets. After firing 500 120MM mortar rounds, the Mortarmen, Fire Support Team, and JTAC Airmen are prepared
to face any challenge that may arise.
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NEW MEMBERS
Andre K. Gatlin
Columbus, GA
1LT, D CO, 1BN, RF
Oct 2012 -

Mike W. Friend upgrade to LM
Columbus, GA
SFC, A CO, 1 BN. CW
1966 – 1968

Nathan A. Minami LM
Fort Stewart
LTC, HHC, 3 BN, RF
Jan 2014 -

Stanley A, Knapp LM
Jericho, VT
LT, HVT, TK, Regt KW
1952 - 1953

Jeffrey L. Held LM
Unadilla, NY
CW3, A CO, HHC, 1 BN
1991 – Jun 1994

James L. Fields upgrade to LM
Catlettsburg, KY
SGT, D CO, 1 BN, KW
Sep 1952 – Sep 1954

Mark T. Barker upgrade to LM
Columbus, GA
CSM, HHC, 3 BN, OIF
1997 – 2004

Shane Smith
Fortson, GA

(The following article is an excerpt from the April issue of the Watch on the Rhine)

Spouses Eligible for Scholarship Grants
The Society of the 3rd Infantry Division Scholarship Foundation, Inc. has extended scholarship grant candidate
eligibility to include the married spouses of active duty 3rd Infantry Division Soldiers and the spouses of Soldiers serving
in the 3rd’s support groups. Eligibility is effective immediately. The deadline for submissions seeking 2014 grants of
$1,000 is May 1, 2014. Applications and Instructions are available on the Foundation’s website at
www.3idscholarshipfoundation.org or from Lynn Ball, Chairman, 2010 Worcester Lane, Garland TX 75040 or
LDBALL1@MSN.COM or 972-495-1704. Funds are paid to the recipient’s student account at the college, university or
technical school specified on the application.
The Foundation’s Board of Directors extended eligibility to include married spouses as our way of recognizing
the contributions (and sacrifices) our spouses make to support our Soldiers and our country. We thank them and want
to help them further their educations.
The Foundation is a Not-for-Profit Public Charity that has been in operation since 2004. To date, we have
awarded 57 scholarship grants to offspring and Soldiers of the 3rd Infantry Division. We exist totally on contributions
received from our donors. We are very proud to be able to offer married spouses of our Active Duty Soldiers the same
opportunities that were awarded to our previous 57 recipients. We also welcome applications from biological or
adopted children or grandchildren of those who have served or are serving with the 3rd, as well as 3rd ID Soldiers past
and present, and the unmarried widows and children of our Soldiers killed in action or who died of their wounds while
serving with the 3rd. In fact, the offspring of all deceased 3rd Infantry Division Veterans and 3rd Infantry Division
Soldiers killed in action are eligible to apply for scholarship grants. More information about the Foundation is available
from the sources listed above.
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(President’s message Continued from page 1)

LTC Mueller’s report makes me think the battalion’s training with the Mexican Army may be the first time since 1847-1848
that 15th Infantrymen have been in Mexico! Of course that was a previous iteration of our proud regiment, and this time we
came as friends! What a tremendous opportunity. I am happy to hear 1-15 will have the opportunity to train at the National
Training Center in October! I had three blue force rotations and one OPFOR augmentation rotation there with 4-15. The
training there is without question the most demanding and best unit training the US Army has to offer. It can only have gotten
more challenging with the addition of non-maneuver missions to the many tasks to be performed.

I encourage all of you to make it to the 27 June monument dedication at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. Mike
Horn has done tremendous work on behalf of the Regiment to honor our forebears who set the initial high standard of combat
service which remains the hallmark of our Regiment. The fighting at Kennesaw was part of the Atlanta Campaign, our
Regiment’s fourth acorn on our DUI. The majority of the Regiment’s Civil War casualties came during the Atlanta Campaign –
this is a great tribute.

I hope many of you will be able to attend the Regimental Dinner on 20 June. It is one of the few opportunities for us to
gather and celebrate our common service in the Army’s best Regiment, and with both our battalions not on overseas
deployment! Unfortunately I will be unable to attend but I know Tad Davis will once again organize a great event.

In conclusion, I urge all of you to consider serving the Regiment and Association by filling one of our open association
positions. The duties are not onerous, and they are all important. And please, keep recruiting new members! Remember our
motto!
CAN DO! Tim

Monika with COL Hans Rohrmueller in front of old WTA Rod and Gun Club
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Following Article provided by Tim Stoy

Ola Lee Mize, Honored for Heroics in Korean War, Dies at 82
by Douglas Martin NY Times
Ola L. Mize, a sharecropper’s son who was awarded the Medal of Honor for valor after
leading his outnumbered men in harrowing combat in the Korean War and singlehandedly killing dozens of enemy soldiers, died on March 5 at his home in Gadsden,
Ala. He was 82. The cause was lung cancer, his wife, Betty, said.
Mr. Mize ended up serving 31 years in the Army, collecting many decorations for heroism and rising to
commander of the Special Forces school at Fort Bragg, N.C. But the Army had rejected him at first because
he weighed only 120 pounds. When he returned, a bit heftier, he had to surmount a bigger problem: he was
blind in one eye, which had been accidentally pierced with an ice pick when he was 5 years old. The vision
exam of that time involved holding a paddle over one eye and looking at the chart with the other. He passed
the test by briskly switching paddles in a way that made it look as if he was switching eyes, his wife said. He
had practiced with spoons beforehand.
Mr. Mize had hoped to go to college after his tour of peacetime duty ended, but the Korean War was
starting and he was eager to experience combat. He re-enlisted, and soon he saw horrific combat, as a
sergeant. On June 10, 1953, Sergeant Mize, a member of the Army’s Company K, 15th Infantry Regiment,
Third Infantry Division, was helping to defend a strategic hill near Surang-ni in mountainous South Korea.
The hill, called Outpost Harry by the Americans, sat between American and Communist lines, each several
hundred yards away, according to VFW Magazine. The Medal of Honor citation said that after learning that a
fellow soldier at a listening post had been wounded, Sergeant Mize, accompanied by a medic, rescued him.
When he noticed that an American machine-gun nest had been overrun, he fought his way to the position,
killing 10 North Korean and Chinese soldiers and dispersing the rest. He had been blown down three times
by artillery and grenade blasts, and his men were astounded that he returned alive.
When the attacks subsided, Sergeant Mize took his few remaining men from bunker to bunker, firing and
throwing grenades as they went, to create the impression that the remaining American force was larger than
it actually was. At one point, the citation said, as an enemy soldier stepped behind an American and
prepared to fire, Sergeant Mize killed him. At dawn, he helped regroup for a counterattack that drove the
enemy away. He killed as many as 65 enemy soldiers, by one account; he told his hometown newspaper, The
Gadsden Times, in 1984 that after he saw another officer’s throat cut, he went “battle crazy.” Of 56
Americans involved in the Outpost Harry fighting, only eight survived.
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Ola Lee Mize was born on Aug. 28, 1931. He dropped out of high school in his sophomore year to help his
family meet expenses and joined the Army in 1948 because, he said, it paid better than working in a grocery
store.
He initially refused the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest military award for valor, but finally accepted it
on behalf of his men. It was presented by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in September 1954. At the
ceremony, Mr. Eisenhower told Sergeant Mize’s fiancée, Betty Jackson, that as long as he chose to stay in
the Army, her husband-to-be would never have to go into combat again. He nonetheless volunteered four
times for duty in Vietnam and served three-and-a-half tours with the Green Berets, the Army’s Special
Forces unit. During his military career he was awarded the Legion of Merit twice, the Silver Star, the Bronze
Star five times, the Purple Heart and many other decorations. He was assigned to the Special Forces school
in 1975 and retired as a full colonel in 1981. He later worked as a motivational speaker and consultant.
In addition to his wife, Mr. Mize is survived by his daughter, Teresa Peterson; his brothers, Gary, Donald and
Johnny; his sisters, Judy Heinrich, Brenda Garza and Della George; four grandchildren; and six greatgrandchildren.
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Request for Assistance Received
I got your email from Mr. Michael Horn. I'm Mike Stewart ,and my Uncle is Sgt. Braxton Pool. I'm working on the
Medal of Honor for him. We have a Facebook page for him: Forgotten Hero Sgt. Braxton Pool. Please look at it, and
give his page a “like”. We have the radio story which was on The Big Show with John Boy and Billy. This was around
December 12th 2013. They have a segment of the show called Hero/zero hosted by Mr. Terry Hanson and this is on
Uncle Braxton's Facebook page you can click on it and listen. We also have a scanned copy of the original letter that Lt.
Edward Harwell 15th In. "A" Company sent to my Grandparents. I have the original letter which has a watermark,
original envelope with postmark. Also, he came one year after the war to visit my Grandparents, and I have found the
original Western Union Telegram and envelope mailed in 1946. Both of these are under lock and key.
What I need is help in finding anyone still living in " A" " B" or "C" Company of the 15th Inf. that may have witnessed
what I'm about to share with you. When I was a small boy my Mother would speak of this "Medal" that her brother
was supposed to have won. I heard about the Medal many times while growing up. When I was about 19 she did
speak again of the Medal and so I asked her what was this "Medal" Uncle Braxton was to have been awarded? She
pulled out an old scrap book and there was this old yellowed newspaper story from their hometown paper. It said that
Uncle Braxton took out 53 Nazi's, and knocked out 3 enemy machine gunners ALL done single-handedly. A German
mortar killed him after all of this happened. I had searched for years trying to find Lt. Harwell and around 2000 I
thought I found him but it was Edward Harwell Jr. He put me in touch with his Mother and Lt. Harwell's widow told me
after he returned from the war that Audie was on one side of this hill and Lt. Harwell and Uncle Braxton were on the
other side of the same hill. I don't want my Uncle forgotten which has happened but Audie lived and got all the glory
and Uncle Braxton paid the check. This was the Battle of the Bulge and my Uncle died December 24th,1944 in
Sigolsheim, France. Those are the facts I have. I did find a story on line from the hometown paper that told the story
again from October 15th, 2008 which you can google these words and read it: "Medal of Honor is Brothers on going
quest." If you want hard copies of the original letter and telegram and a cd of the radio story I will be more than glad
to mail this to you. Mr. Horn said that you could print this call for help in the April issue of the Dragon. We just need an
eye witness to give a sworn statement.
Any help you can give us we will be more than thankful of. I would like to state this is not meant to belittle Audie in
what he did, but only get Sgt. Pool what he truly earned. Oh, almost forgot Sgt. Braxton Pool was from Wedowee,
Alabama.
Regards,
Mike Stewart
256-828-5415
13808 Hwy 431 N
Hazel Green
Alabama
35750

19

April 2014

th

15 Infantry Regiment Association
Tom Heitzer, Database Administrator

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit # 111
Bonne Terre, MO

231 Normandie
Bonne Terre, MO 63628
Address Service Requested

20

