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PRESI DENT6 S MESSAGE
Fellow China Hands,
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March. COL Mize received the MOH for his actions on Outpost Harry. Monika and | were incredibly honored to have had
opportunity to visit him several times over the past three years. Despite his physical problems, he was always a gsicious
and weshared many wonderful hours listening to his tales of his military service. He will be sorely missed and our
condolences go out to his wife Betty, and the rest of his family.

| recently returned from a trip to Germany where Monika and | had the dppity to visit the former garrison towns of the
3 Infantry Division and T5Infantry. Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen, long time home18,lis empty and fenced off.
Wildflecken Training Area is now under German Army control amp2Qa 2 f R Ieehdidsite® dré still-bging used for
dzy A& GNIXAYAY3a Ay GKS DSN¥IFye ! Ny¥eQa O2Yol G0 aAavYdz | GA2y
20KSNJ 0dzAf RAy3ad {OKgSAYTFdzZNIiQa [/ 2y Yy |y Rprepatafoadaddhade B &
turnover to the Germany government later this year. Some of us served in Conn Barrackd &fftdr it moved from
Kitzingen, and others served with-13 in Ledward. The trip brought fond memories as
well as melancholy agéalize how long ago it really was!

Monika and | paid a call on the Mayor of Wildflecken, Alfred Schrenk, to thank him for erecting the commemorative tablet
summer honoring the US Army units stationed in Wildflecken during the Cold War. Of cauassovpaid a call on the
Kreuzberg monastery and enjoyedaima 2 NJ g2 2F GKS $2NI RQa 61580 06SSNI Ay

hdzNJ O2YYI YRSNEQ NBLIRZ2NI A o6NRyYy3I -¥3IN soldietsiwill datn thé coBeted BNES SVBayai
great way for LTC Minami and his new command team to get to kheivgoldiers and lay the foundation for the crucial
mission of training future officers at the Military Academy this summer! | know the professionalism our Can Do soldiers,
NCOs, and officers will show while at West Point will lead to tough compeiitiseveral years during post selection amongst
those cadets who were motivated and inspired by ouf Irffantrymen to get to 3L5 at Fort Stewart!
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The Dragon is the quarterly publication of the 15" Infantry Regiment Association. It is published in January, April, July
and October. Neither its editorial nor articles content carry official endorsement of the Association. Input for the Dragon
is due the 15" of each month prior to publishing.

ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES
To perpetuate and foster the history and traditions of the Regiment.
To provide opportunities for uniting past and present members of the Regiment into a close and cooperative alliance.
To promote morale and high espirit de corps among members of the Regiment.
To acquire and maintain a repository of Regimental historical memorabilia
To assist in the maintenance of monuments dedicated to the units of the 15" Infantry Regiment

15" INF Regiment Association Founders i 22 Founding Members

Jesse Anderson Donald Chase Ramon Clark Charles Crain Jerry Cunningham
Edward Dojutrek* George Doyle* Tom Godfrey* Andrew Gunderson* Michael Halik
Jack Jordan Maurice Kendall Leonard Lassor Norman Macintyre*  George Mohr*
Whitney Mullen Lindsey Nelms* James OO6Del How&d Patm* Howard Quick*

Raymond T. Taylor*  Frank Yokum*

*Astrick denotes deceased member

Number of Members 366

By Periods Members with the 1-15" Infantry 11
CH 1 Members with the 3-15" Infantry 3
WWII 56

KW 163

cw 69

OIF 24

RF 39

ASSOC 14

By Type

Regular Life 257

Regular Annual 95

Assoc Life 10

Assoc Annual 4

Total 366
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WALTER E. EPPERSON
Wichita, KS

SSGT, | CO, 3 BN, WII
DOD 04/23/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

JOHN WAGNER JR

La Harpe, KS

CPL, HVY MORT, REGT, KW
DOD 08/13/2013

Reported by Rich Heller

MILTON E. LARSON-CM
Wheaton, MN

SSG, E CO, 2 BN, WII
DOD 09/21/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

EDWARD J. MACDONALD-LM

East Providence, RI

CPL, M CO, 3 BN, KW
DOD 11/23/2013

Reported by Brother Joseph

TAYLOR W. SANDIDGE-LM
Pawnee, IL

CPL. KCO, 3 BN, WII

DOD 12/29/2013

Reported by Tom Heitzer

J. R. (OPAL) KAYS JR.-LM
Las Vegas, NV

SSG, HHC, 3 BN, KW
DOD 09/25/2013

Reported by Tom Heitzer

RICHARD R. KILGEN
East Stroudsburg, PA
PFC, D CO, 1 BN, KW
DOD 11/19/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

JOSEPH T. KELLY
Williamstown, NJ

SFC, K CO, 3 BN, KW
DOD 09/13/2011
Reported by Rich Heller

LLOYD J. LUKAS-CM
Jacksonville, FL

MSG, A CO, 1 BN, KW
DOD 12/28/2012
Reported by Tom Heitzer

CARL D. MATHES-CM
Lexington, VA

PFC, E CO, 2 BN WII
DOD 11/08/2012
Reported by Rich Heller

JOE GOEPPNER-LM
Asheville, NC

LTC, 1 CO, 3 BN, WIl
DOD 11/01/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

EARL C. MCCRARY-LM
Pleasant Grove, AL
COL, A CO, 1 BN, KW
DOD 02/02/2014
Reported by Tom Heitzer

BERNARD E. PERRY SR.
Chezy, NY

SSGT, K CO, 3 BN, KW
DOD 11/11/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

JOHN F. STEINKE
Santa Cruz, CA

PFC, B CO, 1 BN, WII
DOD 04/05/2012
Reported by Rich Heller

WILLIAM M. RANDLE-CM
Rockford, IL

PFC, B CO, 1 BN, WII
DOD 01/10/2013
Reported by Tom Heitzer

FREDERIC J. KNEPPER-LM
Hustontown, PA

SGT, F CO, 2 BN, KW

DOD 01/21/2014

Reported by Joseph Herron

RAYMOND T. TAYLOR-FM
Six Mile, SC

MSG, HHC, 1 BN, KW
DOD 09/04/2012

Reported by John Burke

JOHN H. REEDER-LM
Cherry Hill, NJ

COL, HQ, 2 BN, KW
DOD 09/30/2012
Reported by Tom Heitzer

EDWARD A. ROZZI-LM
Meriden, CT

SGT, CN, REGT, WII
DOD 08/23/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

HENRYA. BARBER III-CM
Mount Vernon, NY

COL, HQ, 3 BN, KW

DOD 08/06/2013

Reported by Tom Heitzer

RONALD FIEBIGER
New Ulm, MN

CPL, Cannon CO, WII
DOD12/15/2013
Reported by Rich Heller

GLEN P. FLER-LM
Hudson, FL

TSG, M CO, 3 BN, WII
DOD 07/12/2011
Reported by Tom Heitzer

RAMSEY ADAIR-LM
Hysham, MT

SGT, G CO, 2 BN, KW
DOD 02/03/2014
Reported by Tom Heitzer

ROBERT V. BISHARD
Camp Hill, PA

MSG, HQ, 2 BN, KW
DOD 02/14/2014
Reported by Tom Heitzer
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CHINA 6 SITREP

Hello! This is my first note as China 6, we have had many changes initielB& A 2y Q& f SI RS N& K
two months as we said goodbye to LTC Smith and family. First, | would like to introduce myself to you as the new 3
15IN Battalion Commander. | am extremely honored to become the new leader of this historic Battplieviously
ASNISR G {OK2FASER . FNNIXOl1asz 1 IgFAAT {OKgSAYTFdz2NIiZ D
a2YS 2F 2dzNJ ! N¥eQa Yz2aild KA aid-asNdadtry ganilylssdmetbintyl have Slveatid |
come to treasue.

The Battalion recently received a new group of highly qualified Company Commanders, and | am pleased to
welcome them to the CAN DO Family. In Alpha Company we welcome CPT Argo who previously served as a Battaliol
Assistant S3. In Bravo Company we wele CPT Platky who also served as a BN A/S3 during the past deployment.

/| KFNIAS /2YLIlyeQa ySé /2YYFYRSNE /t¢ tlrgfl 12X 22Aya d
Delta Company our previous Battalion S4 CPT Osborn assumed command. Wedcasee one of our own, CPT
adzaldzar o6K2 LINSOA2dzate aSNWSR Fta /KFENIASQa /2YYFYRSN
Battalion. While our new Commanders bring a wealth of talent we also have recently welcomed new and experienced
First Sergesats to our Family. First Sergeant Bullard in Alpha Company and First Sergeant Pegues in Bravo Company
join the CAN DO Battalion and bring a tremendous amount of experience, knowledge and professionalism to their
respective Companies and the Battalion. We extremely excited about our new command teams and look forward

to watching them excel during the upcoming months.

As | write, the Soldiers of the Third Battalion are completing their individual Soldier training cycle as they
prepare themselves for Expgdnfantryman Badge testing. Most recently our training has focused on individual land
navigation, basic rifle marksmanship, rerolarching and physical fitness. Our Battalion will send approximately three
hundred soldiers to compete in EIB this year. &é® have the unique opportunity to plan and run two of the three
test lanes that candidates from across tH&l8fantry Division will compete in.

As we come to a close with our individual Soldier training at the end of March, | am constantly rewfinded
0KS &ALANRG 2F (d2RlIé&Qa /!b 5h {2ftRASNX /!Db 5h {2fRASN
Soldiers have displayed these characteristics throughout this individual Soldier training period on multiple ranges and
training exercisesThese values will become even more important as we move towards Team and Squad training and
live fire exercises later this summer. These traits will also serve the Battalion well this summer as Task Force China
deploys to the United States Military Acadetoyprovide training and support to Cadet Summer Training. We look
forward to seeing everyone at the Regimental banquet this summer!

CAN DO!

LTC Nathan Minami
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In February 315IN conducted its scout selection. Over 30 Soldiers from various companite battalion completed the
tryout which included over 30 miles of road marching, a Combat Water Survival Test, and a reflexive live fire exercise

SGT Newton with SPC Armetrout, SPC Davis, SPC Witt and SPC Chesnut participated in Kessler {Erheatar

reading across America program on 3 March 2014. The4#&I8| soldiers spent the morning with a class of Kessler

reading students. Pictured above from left to right, both SPC Armetrout and SPC Davis took turns reading to the
students to start themorning.
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15" INFANTRY REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION DINNER, 20 JUNE 2014, COLUMBUS, (

The 1%' Infantry Regimental Association will once again host a Regimental Dinner open to anyone wishing tc
attend on June 20, 2014 in conjunction with the Society of thedTlhfiantry Division Reunion at the Hilton
Garden Inn in Columbus, Georgihe evening will include amtertaining program mixed withve music,

colorful updates from the active battalions, and little history mixed\Wth both of our active duty

battalions back from deployments the evening should provide a wonderful opportunity for our veterans to
O2yySOG 6AGK GKS @2dzy3SNJ YSYOSNAR 2F (GKS a/ly 52¢
GNR2LISNE 27F 2 Rdddienally, Dévin@S of the dhdubl RégngnialdRaffle will be
F'yy2dzy OSR - ARG &¢ aRFNIT4IARY JAn@ddétd on dubrecenByyfdndimfoiatsR ®
monuments effort will be discussed with current and future plans shared for all to I®suld be a fun

evening and a great opportunitgs wellto visit with friends and old buddies, and make new acquaintances.

SBAYYSNI gAft O2yaraid 2F | LI SYGaqATFdzZ a{lFYLXS 2F GF¢
Cost: $38.00 per person (includes tax/gratuity)

Cocktails (CasBar):  6:00¢ 6:30 pm

Dinner/Program: 6:30¢ 9:00 pm

Please fill out reservation form below and send to Bart Viruso

Reservations-Regimental Dinner, 20 June 2014

Name:

Guest:

Guest:

Guest:

Phone number:

Email:

Mail check for total amount to :

Bart Viruso

116 Harriett Road

North Babylon, NY 11703

Phone: (631) 580587; cell (631) 338400

Email: Viruso8@verizon.net
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Kennesaw Mountain Monument

On 6 March 2014 the Association, in collaboration with the Natio
Park Service, placed a new monument in if@nesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Brk honoring the service of the ¥8nfantry,
16" Infantry, 18" Infantry, and 19 Infantry Regiments for their
action during the Atlanta Campaign of the Civil War. These
Regiments served with distinction in the Army of the Cumberland
during the Atlama Campaign of 1864 and continue their service to
the present day.

The Monument Dedication Ceremony will be held
on 27 June 2014. The two year effort is to ensure
that a monument is placed on each of the
battlefields signified by the four red acorns tha
appear on our unit crest. The red acorns for Murfreesboro,
Chickamauga, and Atlanta now all have a monument. All of these¥&
monuments can be seen in tidonuments and Markersection of &
our Associaon website. The battle positions of the Regulars are
clearly visible on this Battlefield after nearly 150 years. Active
and former members of these Regiments have participated in the
Monument planning process. Active duty soldiers of th8 15
Infantry and 19 Infantry have partnered with our Association to
erect the Monument as a tribute to Civil War members of these fifie:
historic units.

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park is a 2,923 acre National
In Honor of the . Battlefield that preserves a Civil Waathleground of the Atlanta Campaign.

Officers, Noncommissioned Officers, and Men

of the Opposing forces maneuvered and fougihere from19 June 1864 unti2 July

15™ US Infantry .
16® US Infantry ~1864. The Park is located northwest of metro Atlanta along Interstate 75.

18" US Infantry

and

19" US Infantry
who fought near here in 1864
and whose legacy continues to serve

the US Army To make a donation online and for more information about the Moruain

— —r — - visit the Association website atww.15thinfantry.org Donations by check
are gratefully accepted by the Assouaﬂon Treasurer, Bart Viruso. Please make checks payabletinfaethp
wS3AQil | amak Bem-MoruthehtFund, and mail them to Bart at his address on page 2.

For more information, contact Mike Horn at 46414-5974 or via emaimhorn@ 15thinfantry.org



http://www.nps.gov/kemo/index.htm
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http://www.15thinfantry.org/monuments.html
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Monument Dedication Ceremony

At noon on 27June 2014 a Monument dedication ceremony will be helthe Kennesaw Mountain National

Battlefield Park The Ceremony will be held in the large open area adjacent to the Burnt Hickory Road parking area of
the Park and opposite Pigeon Hill. An Honor Rlatisom the 1st Battalion, an Army Band, and a large humber of
dignitaries and invitees are scheduled to attend. All local Association members are encouraged to attend. Additional
details about the ceremony, schedule of events, parking, and maps are fouthet Association website at
http://www.15thinfantry.org/monumentproject.html

The Monument stands 52 inches high and weighs 2055 Ibs. Therialiee p—
wasquarried in Elberton, Georgid 20 x 14 inch bronze plaque tops the i
Monument. The Monument was obtained from Mableton Marble & Granité% In Honor of the

Officers, Noncommissioned Officers, and Men
¥ ] ofthe
of Mableton, GA. v .
e 16™ US Infantry
18" US Infantry
and
19" US Infantry

who fought near here in 1864
and whose legacy continues to serve

The Monument was paid for through the generous donations of individualy fecrsny
and corporate donors whose names will remain on the Assiociatebsite :
at http://www.15thinfantry.org/donors.html Two of the largest donors are
unrelated to the 15tHnfantry or the Association. The Monument will remal
the property of the National Park Séze. The Association is responsible fo
monument maintenance in perpetuity.

The current temporary location was selected to accommodate the large L
crowds expected for the dedication ceremony and 150th anniversary evefi 5
In the months following the dedicatn, the Monument will be moved to its
permanent location adjacent to the fighting positions of"1Bfantry. The S
battle positions of the Regulars are clearly visible on this Battlefield after s
nearly 150 years. !

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Ras a 2,923 acre National Battlefield that preserves a Civil War
battleground of the Atlanta Campaign. Opposing forces maneuvered and ftheyet from19 June 1864 unti2 July
1864. The Park is located northwest of metro Atlanta along Interstate 75.

For more information, contact Mike Horn at 46414-5974 or via emaimhorn@ 15thinfantry.org
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95™ ANNUAL REUNION

SOCIETY OF THE 3*° INFANTRY DIVISION
COLUMBUS, GEORGIA
JUNE 19-22, 2014

To be held at the Hilton Garden Inn, located at 1500 Bradley Lake Boulevard, Columbus GA 31904. Room
rates are $94.00 per night, plus tax for single or double occupancy. The rate includes breakfast each morning.
The hotel has a complimentary airport shuttle and parking at the hotel is complimentary

Thursday June 19"
2:00pm Registration and Hospitality Room Opens

6:00pm-7:00pm ~ No Host Social Hour ~ 7:00pm-10:00pm President’s Reception Buffet and Program

Friday June 20"
8:30am-4:00pm ~ Optlonal Fort Benning Tour with Lunch

6:30pm-9:00pm ~ 15% Regimental Dinner Buffet

Saturday June 21%
8:30am-10:30am ~ General Membership Meeting

9:00am-11:00am ~ Ladies Brunch and Program
10:30am-12:00pm ~ Executive Committee Meeting
1:00pm-4:00pm ~ Optional City Tour and The National Civil War Naval Museum
5:30pm Depart Hotel for Banquet at Fort Benning
6:00pm-7:00pm ~ No Host Social Hour ~ 7:00pm-10:00pm ~ Reunion Banquet. Program. and Awards

Sunday June 22™
8:00am-10:00am ~ Memorial Breakfast and Reunion F&‘a\-w

Note: There is no dress code at the reunion, but it is suggested that men wear jackets ar the Saturday Banquet.

% Call the Hilton Garden Inn at 706-660-1000 no later than May 26. 2014 to make your
hotel reservations.

Fort Benning Tour and Lunch

Friday June 20" 8:30am - 4:00pm Price $29.00
The visit to Fort Benning is a special one and will be the highlight of the reuq on experience. We will attend the
Basic Trammg Graduation Class of F Co. 2-54 Inf. The program opens with period uniforms
emerging from a smoke screen. When the smoke clears, F Company will deplo ing weapons as
they perform squad, platoon and company maneuvers. A visit to the Nation v M is our next stop.
We will have lunch at the 3™ Brigade Dining F acility and then visit the nearbv F ina Room and
the exhibits dating back to 1912. The final stop on the tour is a separate building fzamuning t
Army armored vehicles.

City Tour and the National Civil War Naval Museum
Saturday June 21% 1:00pm-4:00pm Price $30.00
We will tour Columbus and visit the National Civil War Naval Museum at Por | mbus. The Museum is a
40,000 sq. ft. facility that features two original American Civil War militar uip
weapons used by the Union and Confederate navies. It is the only museum in the nzmions thar t2lls the story of
the two navies during the Civil War.

For More Information Contact:
John Shirley 925-447-2256 The Reunion BRAT 360-663-2521

jbshirley88@att.net thereunionbratz hotmail.com

COME JOIN US AS WE SHARE OLD MEMORIES AND MAKE NEW ONES!

Page 12 The Watch on the Rhine
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