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ARMY MODULAR FORCE AC BCT DESIGNATIONS
SHOW 115 DEACTIVATED BY 2011
_________________________________________________________________________________
As part of the Army’s ongoing transformation from a divisional to a modular brigadebased organization, numerous
Infantry battalions will be activated or inactivated to ensure regimental lineages are retained or brought back to active
duty. The practical impact on our proud Regiment is the planned inactivation of the 115th Infantry at Fort Benning,
allowing the Army to keep the 130th Infantry in the 3rd Infantry Division. The line up of battalions in the division will
then be as shown below: 27th and 37th Infantry, 315th Infantry and 130th Infantry – one mechanized battalion per
Brigade Combat Team. The slide below showing the 3rd, 4th, 10th and 25th Infantry Divisions and their component
battalions comes from a presentation by the Chief of Military History which provides an overview of all the Brigade
Combat Teams as they will look by 2011, which is the target date for the full transformation of all Army Divisions and
BCTs. This presentation alerted me as to the planned inactivation of 115. It also indicates that 230th Infantry will
remain on active duty with the 4th BCT of the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Polk, Louisiana. Incidentally, this would
give the 30th Infantry one mechanized and one light battalion in the active structure. This generated the question of why
will there be two battalions of the 30th Infantry on active duty but only one of the 15th Infantry? The 30th is a great
regiment, but its lineage is not as long or illustrious as ours. (Article Continues on Page 7)
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The Dragon
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and traditions of the Regiment.
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Regiment into a close and cooperative
alliance.
Ø To promote morale and high espirit de
corps among members of the
Regiment.
Ø To acquire and maintain a repository
of regimental historical memorabilia.
Ø To assist in the maintenance of
monuments dedicated to the units of
the 15th Infantry Regiment.
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Lloyd D. Whitmer
7500 Mose Road
Navarre, Ohio 44662
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TAPS
Colonel (Ret) Samuel Smithers was called to formation at Fiddler’s Green on Jan 2, 2006. Sam died at his home in Arlington VA
after a long battle with a heart problem. Sam was a Korean War Vet who served with Co A, 15th Infantry Regiment. He was a
graduate of West Point Class of 1950. His funeral with full military honors is scheduled for Thurs Feb 16, 2006 at 11a.m. at Arlington
National Cemetery. (Reported by John Linsani)
Edward Freitas was called top formation at Fiddler’s Green on Feb 1, 2006. He was a member of the Out Post Harry Survivors.
Company G, 2nd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment. (Reported by Emory Walker and Frank Scarcella).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The following soldiers were killed in action or died of wounds or injuries during Operation Iraqi Freedom III and gave what
President Lincoln termed “the last full measure of devotion”. To these heroes and their sacrifice, we say, Thank you, on
behalf of ourselves and a grateful nation.
SSG George T. Alexander, Jr., 34, of Clanton, AL, 22 OCT 2005. SSG Alexander died at Brooke Army Medical Center, San
Antonio, Texas, of injuries sustained in Samarra, Iraq, on Oct. 17, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley
Fighting Vehicle. Alexander was assigned to Alpha Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
CPT Joel E. Cahill, 34 of Norwood, MA, 6 NOV 2005. CPT Cahill died in Ad Dawr, Iraq when an improvised explosive device
detonated near his HMMWV. Cahill commanded Bravo Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
SPC Justin P. Carter, 21, of Mansfield, MO, 16 FEB 2005. SPC Carter was Combat Engineer in Echo Company, 1st Battalion at Fort
Benning, GA.
SFC Alwyn C. Cashe, 35, of Oveida, FL, 8 NOV 2005. SFC Cashe died at Brooke Army Medical Center, San Antonio, Texas, of
injuries sustained in Samarra, Iraq, on Oct. 17, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle.
Cashe was assigned to Alpha Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
1LT Michael Cleary, 24, of Dallas, PA, 20 DEC 2005. 1LT Cleary was killed by an improvised explosive device near Samarra.
Cleary was a platoon leader assigned to Echo Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
1LT Michael J. Fasnacht, 25, of Janesville, MN, 8 JUN 2005. 1LT Cleary was killed by an improvised explosive device near Tikrit.
Fasnacht was a platoon leader in Bravo Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
SPC Dennis J. Ferderer, 20, of New Salem, ND, 2 NOV 2005. SPC Ferderer died in Ad Duluiyah, Iraq when enemy forces threw a
hand grenade at his HMMWV during convoy operations. Ferderer was assigned to Alpha Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning,
GA.
SPC Steven R. Givens, 26, of Mobile, AL, 8 MAY 2005. SPC Givens died from hostile fire. Givens was assigned to A Company, 1st
Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
SPC Darren D. Howe, 21, of Plymouth, NE, 3 NOV 2005. SPC Howe died at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas of
injuries sustained in Samarra, Iraq, on Oct. 17, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle.
Howe was assigned to Alpha Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
PFC Lee A. Lewis, 28, of Norfolk, VA, 18 MAR 2005. PFC Lewis died in Sadr City, Iraq, when his patrol was attacked by enemy
small arms fire. Lewis was assigned to 3rd Battalion at Fort Stewart, GA.
SPC Richard DeGracia Naputi, Jr, 24, of Talofofo, Guam, 20 DEC 2005. SPC Naputi was killed by an improvised explosive in
Taji, Iraq. Naputi was assigned to Echo Company, 1st Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued from Page 3)
SGT Michael T. Robertson, 28, of Houston, TX, 25 OCT 2005. SGT Robertson died at Brooke Army Medical Center, San Antonio,
Texas of injuries sustained in Samarra, Iraq, on Oct. 17, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting
Vehicle. The incident fatally injured another soldier and was reported on Oct. 25. Robertson was assigned to Alpha Company, 1st
Battalion at Fort Benning, GA.
SGT Monta S. Ruth, 26, of Winston Salem, NC, 31 AUG 2005. SGT Ruth died in Samarra, Iraq, where an improvised explosive
device detonated near his military vehicle during security patrol operations. Ruth was assigned to the 1st Battalion at Fort Benning,
GA.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
To Child, Army Captain's Death Is Beyond Grasp
GA Captain Remembered As a Committed Father
Brigid Schulte, Staff Writer
Washington Post
Saturday, November 19, 2005
Reprinted with Permission
Yesterday, a cold, bright autumn day, 4yearold Faith Cahill, bundled in a white hat and shiny black patent leather shoes, climbed
onto her weeping mother's lap. Red and gold leaves floated down and lay on the grass of Arlington National Cemetery. She watched
from the front row as six somber soldiers folded the U.S. flag that had draped the shiny silver coffin of her father, Army Capt. Joel E.
Cahill, 34, who was killed in Iraq on Nov. 6. He was on his fourth overseas tour  after two in Afghanistan and one previous tour in
Iraq. He had been gone for most of her life. He was supposed to be home for good in January. A military band slowly played
"America the Beautiful." Maj. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg took the flag in his crisp, whitegloved hands and held it out to her mother,
Mary. Faith reached out for it with her little whitemittened hands. A child giggled.
They say that very young children such as Faith and her sister, Brenna, 3, experience death at least twice  the first time, as at
yesterday's funeral, uncomprehendingly. The children don't understand the words the chaplain said, including "forever," "rest in
peace" and "ashes to ashes." When they are older, maybe 8 or 9, they will realize that death isn't like what they see in cartoons. They
will understand that a roadside bomb killed their father as he rode in the passenger seat of a Humvee, near the town of Dawr, about 85
miles north of Baghdad and that unlike a cartoon character, he can't put himself back together again. It will hit that he really won't be
coming home. And they will grieve. They will have photographs and a box of medals that he was awarded in his 15 years in the Army
 the Bronze Star for valor, the Soldier's Medal and the Purple Heart. And they will have the memories of others. Perhaps someone
will tell them that their father defied Army tradition and that at monthly gatherings at Fort Benning  not far from his home in
Columbus, Ga.  when everyone was expected to leave children with babysitters, he organized a rebellion among young officers. "I
remember him coming in, holding an adorable little girl in his arms, and another one holding his hand," his friend Maj. Steve Warren
said from Iraq. "He just said: 'I decided to bring the girls. Every minute counts.' "
Cahill was born in Norwood, Mass., and later moved to Nebraska. He joined the Army out of high school and received an ROTC
officer's commission while at the University of Nebraska. Cahill was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, the division in which Audie Murphy, the most decorated veteran of World War II, served.
On Cahill's first tour, one of his squads helped support the rescue of Pfc. Jessica Lynch. He had recently taken command of Bravo
Company. His death hit hard, said Warren, the brigade's public affairs officer. "We were devastated. There was an absolute dark cloud
over this base for probably a week," he said. They flew two Chinook helicopters with more than 60 highranking officers to another
base for his memorial. "We were taking some risks, but he commanded such respect . . . you've got to accept some risks," Warren said.
At the funeral, as Cahill's coffin was lowered from the clattering horsedrawn caisson, Brenna, standing in the front row, turned away.
Standing tiptoe, she stretched her arms overhead. Her mother lifted her, and the little girl laid her head on her shoulder.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
President John F. Kennedy, 1961
"Terror is not a new weapon. Throughout history it has been used by those who could not prevail, either by persuasion or example.
But inevitably they fail, either because men are not afraid to die for a life worth living, or because the terrorists themselves came to
realize that free men cannot be frightened by threats and that aggression would meet its own response."
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115 ARRIVES HOME AT FT. BENNING

Troops of the 115 in Formation on Arrival at Lawson AAF

LTC Gary Brito, Mrs. Brito, and Family….Can Do, Sir!

I Know She’s Here Somewhere

What Took You Sooooo Long, Anyway

Gosh, Hon, You Shouldn’t Have

Proud Mon and Dad…And Rightly So

In the predawn darkness on January 3, 2006, the 115 began their redeployment back home from Iraq. With no specific flight plans,
planes touched down at Lawson AAF at any hour of the day or night carrying more than 600 troopers home to their family and
friends. There were looks of disbelief, tears of joy, smiles, silent prayers of thanks, and moments of reflection for comrades lost.
Membership Chairman John Burke and other Association members were on hand to greet them with a 6 foot 15th Infantry Regiment
Association banner and a table full of goodies. Before beginning 30 days of welldeserved R & R, single personnel were assigned
billeting and married troops headed for home and hearth. Far to the east, the scenario was repeated at Ft. Stewart with the arrival of
the 315 mirroring the same mixture of emotions. The 15th Infantry Regiment’s mission in OIF III will go down in the annals of
American military history as a textbook example of precision and successful execution motivated by undaunted courage and unselfish,
personal sacrifice. Every one of these troopers is a hero and a true defender of freedom. Job well done! Welcome Home! Can Do!
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Mail Call
Application For Membership
15th Infantry Regiment Association
Request any information relating to two cousins of mine who were
members of the 15th Infantry, 3rd Division at the time of invasion of
Sicily and Italy during World War II. I would like to dedicate a
family history book based on their military service. Both of these
cousins were brothers, Elmer and Lester Puppe. Lester was killed
on August 11, 1943 in the Sicily Campaign and Elmer was killed on
October 9, 1943 during the NaplesFoggia Campaign. Both are
buried at SicilyRome American Cemetery, near Rome, Italy. If you
have any information concerning Lester and/or Elmer Puppe, please
contact me: Jim Puppe, 114 22nd Ave North, Fargo, North Dakota
58102; telephone 701 2328230 or email at jpuppe@yahoo.com.
I need to find out info on my father, Robert John Maloney, from
Lafayette Indiana. I found a copy of his unit journal dated 23 DEC
1944. I know my father was shot and captured on Christmas Eve. I
also found a bunch of papers that say Headquarters 15th Infantry.
My father never mentioned anything about his war days. I’d like to
know more about how my father’s life was changed. Ted Maloney,
1666 Valerosa Way, Oxnard, CA 93030, 8052183505,
bigtstedmaloney@aol.com
My uncle, Dominick Delmonaco, was in the 15th Infantry, 3rd
Division, "L" Company in WW II. Among his decorations was the
Distinguished Service Cross. Unfortunately, Uncle Don was killed
in a noncombat related motor vehicle accident on September 11th,
1945 somewhere in France. A gentleman by the name of Jeff Danby
has recently contacted my father, Philip Delmonaco, (Uncle Don's
only living sibling), about a book that he is writing about "George
Burks and the "L" Company". Another one of my uncles, Frank
Delmonaco, was a member of the 513th Infantry, 17th Airborne
Division and was killed in combat on March 24, 1945 during
Operation Varsity. My father is 81 years old now and in the
beginning stages of Alzheimer's disease. I am trying to find out as
much as I can about my uncles and I would love to hear from
anyone that may have known Uncle Don during his time with the
15th. Both Uncle Don and Uncle Frank are laid to rest side by side in
the Margarten Cemetery in Holland. Please contact Michelle
Pietrzak, 12141 Pebblebrooke Court, Indianapolis, Indiana 46236,
Indianapolis_staff@intrepidusa.com.
______________________________________________________

Last Name_______________________________
First Name_______________________________
Middle Initial_____________________________
Street Address____________________________
City____________________________________
State_________ Zip Code _________________
Telephone (______) _______________________
Email Address ___________________________
Rank_____________ Date of birth ____________
Co. & Bn. served in: ______________________
Dates served in 15th IN: ____________________
Spouse’s Name: __________________________
Type of membership desired:
¨ Regular Annual $10.00; ¨ Regular Associate
Annual $10.00; ¨ On Active Duty Annual $5.00;
¨ Life membership: To age 60= $150; Age 6169=
$120; Age 7079=$100; Age 80 and above =$50.
Complete application. Mail with check or money
order payable to the Treasurer, 15th Infantry Reg’t
Association.
Mail to:
Treasurer
Lloyd D. Whitmer
7500 Mose Road
Navarre, OH 44662

!! 2005 Annual Meeting Raffle Winners !!
$300
$200
$100
$100
$100

Today’s Date ____________________________

Harold E. Lewis
Egan M. Fehnel
William E. Strong
Patrick Hearne
Julius Kraft
Congratulations, Gentlemen!!
It PAYS to be a member!!
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COMMANDER’S CALL
1st Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment (DRAGONS)
LTC Gary Brito, Commanding
Dear Veterans and Supporters of the 15th Regiment,
Our deployment in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM III is coming to an end. Our great soldiers performed magnificently
in combat just as their forefathers did throughout the rich history of the regiment. Although assigned to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
the battalion was under the tactical control (TACON) of the 1st Brigade Combat Team. Both brigades began the deployment attached
to the 42nd Infantry Division from New York and culminated attached to the 101st AASLT division from Fort Campbell.
The battalion was split between two forward operating bases in the eastern SalahaDin province of Iraq. We maintained our newly
designed unit of action task organization with two mechanized infantry companies, two armor companies, one engineer company, a
forward support company and a headquarters company. The battalion conducted seven battalionlevel combat operations, participated
in four Brigade level combat operations (two as the main effort) and executed countless company and platoon missions. Of note, the
first fourbattalion missions were named after the four battles the 15th Infantry fought in during the Civil War.
Great progress was made at training both the Iraqi Army and the Iraqi Police as well as improving the infrastructure throughout our
area of operations. The highlight of the deployment was a successful Constitutional Referendum and National election. We would like
to thank all those that kept us in your thoughts and prayers. They did not go unnoticed. Let us not forget our fallen comrades. May
God continue to bless their families and friends.
The soldiers of 1st Battalion lived up to the motto, CAN DO!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
(115th Possible DeactivationContinued from Page 1)
In correspondence with the Center for Military History I learned that the division staff had planned to inactivate 130th Infantry to
retain 115th Infantry at Fort Benning, and anticipating this CMH ensured that 230th Infantry was placed in the 10th Mountain
Division. However, the Army G3 disapproved the division’s plan, retaining 130th while inactivating 115th. The 7th Infantry, having
the most campaign credits of any regiment in the Army, will retain two battalions within the division.
Of course, there are many other Infantry regiments affected by the Army’s restructuring. Our Regiment would not be the only one
represented by only one battalion, just as there are regiments with two. The 23d Infantry of the 2nd Infantry Division is planned to
have three active duty battalions. It is important to understand that the Army is concerned with retaining regimental lineages, not
necessarily how many battalions of each regiment are on active duty. The Army also is not committed to keeping the lowest numbered
battalion of a regiment on active duty, they actually compare lineage and honors and keep the battalion with the better record. Any
decisions will be made with that in mind. Further, current Army guidance is to as best as possible retain divisional associations, at
least back to WWII, and to minimize turbulence. Finally, the published guidance I have seen indicates that the Army rank orders
regiments within their branches, so in view of lineages, armor units remain armor units and Infantry units remain Infantry units, even
if the new modular Army has mixed battalions. As soon as I learned the above information I informed our Association leadership in
he hopes that an early and effective mobilization on our part will succeed in keeping both of our battalions on active duty within the
3rd Infantry Division. Editor’s Note: We wish to thank LTC Tim Stoy, Regimental Historian, for the preparation and
contribution of this excellent presentation).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Our Regimental Website
Tom Twomey did a great job setting up our website a while back. Back in July we remodeled that site by launching a new website.
Our website continues to grow. For those of you that have jumped on the information highway, at www.15thInfantry.org you can see
a cornucopia of information about our Regiment. The purpose of the website is to complement the information disseminated via the
Dragon. By using both means of communication, we can reach a wider audience. The website allows us to share information with
nonmembers as well as members. We’ve had almost 8,000 visits to our website since it was relaunched in July. We had 697 visitors
in August alone.
There are a couple of sections on our website that I want to call to your attention. The first is a listing of those members of our
Regiment who’ve died in OIFIII. Here we’ve included the name, unit, and a short description of each soldier. Please let me know if
you have any information you’d like to add about these soldiers. Next is the Regimental Station List section. This is a work in
progress with Tim Stoy, our historian. Here we plan to list everywhere our Regiment has planted its flag. Eventually, we want to
include then and now photos along with any other pieces of information we can gather. Finally, there is the Photos section. Our goal
is to get photos with descriptions that cover every period in our Regimental history. Our most critical need is for photos that include a
description. These photos on the website serve to perpetuate our history. Please contact me if you have a photo with description and
you’d like to share that photo.
Our goal is to use the website to share current info and the history of our Regiment. In addition, our website serves to attract new
members. Your suggestions and recommendations for website improvements are critical to the success of our website. Please let me
know your ideas. Thanks and Can Do. Michael J. Horn.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1953 Yearbook Posted on Website
The 1953 Yearbook was recently posted to the Association Website. This Yearbook was published originally in 1953. It includes
platoon and company level photos of the Regiment back in 19521953. It took over a year to digitize the entire book. It was well
worth the wait as many of you can now see your photos on the web. Please visit the Association Website at www.15thInfantry.org
and select the 1953 Yearbook link on the left side of the webpage.
We are interested in contacting the original Yearbook staff. We have a few questions for them. Please let me know if anyone has
contact with or knows the whereabouts of the following soldiers from 1953.
EditorinChief:
Historian:
Photographer:
Typist & Draftsman:

1LT Murray M. Olwell
1LT John A. Mitchell
PFC Victor O. Marcellus
PFC Ernest D. Judd

Our goal is to digitize other books related to our Regiment and make these available on the web. The process is straightforward, but
time consuming. The process begins by digitally scanning each page of a book. Photos and text are saved separately. The text must
be proofread and edited as the scanning process is not exact. Frequent typographical errors are then corrected and saved. Photos are
optimized for the web to ensure they are available in the highest quality.
Please let me know if you recommend any specific books for digitization. Anyone interested in helping to digitize books about our
Regiment should contact me as indicated on Page 2. Thanks and Can Do. Michael J. Horn.
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Membership Report

New Association Members
EVERETT A COLE, SR
S 7292 WOODLAND DR
HAMBURG, NY 140756928
CO C, 3 BN
CW NOV 1960 SEP 1962

RALPH D. MERRITT, JR.
707 POU STREET
GOLDSBORO, NC 275303838
C CO, 1 BN
WWII DEC 44 – AUG 45

WALTER J SEE (JOE)
300 MARIETTA DR.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94127/1846
HHC, REGT
WII 19431945

JULIAN M. MARCHANT
245 BERRY TREE LN
COLUMBIA, SC 292237448
K CO, 3 BN
WWII DEC 44 – JUN 46

EMIL J PATH
702 PARK PL
SPARTA, WI 54656
CO E, 2 BN
WWII 19411943

JAMES D. HENSLEY
1114 BROOK WOOD DR.
AUGUSTA, GA 30900
HQ CO, REGT
KW OCT 52 – PR 53

EDITH KOHLER
2226 WEST STERLING RD
BURBANK, OH 44214
ASSOCIATE

SHELDON P. MCNICKLE
P.O. BOB 371
WILLISTON, VT 05495
ASSOCIATE

JEROME D DADDATO
W 4150 COUNTY RD K
RANDOM LAKE, WI 530751308
ASSOCIATE

EMIL KUNTZ
23080 HAMBURG RD.
OLDENBURG, IN 47036
HVY MORT, REGT
KW DEC 52 – NOV 53

C. THOMAS McHENRY
6252 MC KINNEY HOLLOW RD.
EAGLE ROCK, VA 240853103
23 MED DET,
CW 19651967
ROBERT E HINSON
5072 US HWY 80 W
OPELIKA, AL 36804
C CO, 1 BN
CW NOV 81 JUL 85

TERRY L. ENGLAND
1330 W. WILLIAMS, LOT 63
DANVILLE, IL 61832
HHC, 1 BN
CW 1966  1968
JAMES P. HOCKER
5A TIMROD DRIVE
WORCESTER, MA 01603
CO I, 3 BN
KW NOV 51 – NOV 52

“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things.
The decayed and degrading state of moral and patriotic
feeling which thinks that nothing is worth war is much worse.
The person who has nothing for which he is willing to fight,
nothing which is more important than his own personal safety,
is a miserable creature and has no chance of being free unless
made so and kept so by the exertions of better men than himself".
JOHN STUART MILL (18061876)
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December 15, 2005
Current Membership By Type
Regular Life
Regular Annual
Associate Life
Associate Annual
Total:

229
456
4
14
703

Periods Represented
China Hands
World War II
Korea
Cold War
Current Forces
Associate
Total:

5
169
325
79
107
18
703

Who do you know that is a
15th Infantry Regiment Veteran
that may not be a member of the
Association? Provide his name and
address and a packet will be sent
describing the purpose and objectives
of the Association as well as an
invitation to join us. Provide the name
to:
John T. Burke
Membership Chairman
5704 Hastings Square
Columbus, GA 31909

FINANCIAL REPORT January 1, 2005, thru November 30, 2005
This brief financial report is intended to outline the condition of the treasury of the Fifteenth Infantry Regiment Association.
The income and expenses shown on the following “15th Infantry Regiment Association Financial Report” will give you an appraisal of
our operations.
The officers are reimbursed only for “outof –pocket” expenses: phone, postage, office supplies, etc. They are not compensated for
any meals, lodging or travel.
The total cash assets of the association are currently $35,379.27; included in this is our checking account balance of $5,328.48 and our
savings balance of $6,215.37, the “Awards and Monuments Fund” of $1387.94 and $22,447.48 held in the “Life Membership Fund.”.
By prudent management and living within our means (income), we should be able to keep ahead of the projected increases in the costs
of running the daytoday affairs of our organization and continue the publication of the Dragon.
The dividend and interest income on all of our investments is $526.48 for 2005. All interest and dividends, regardless of the source,
are added to the Life Membership Funds; this is in accordance to action taken at the Annual Meeting of the Fifteenth Infantry
Association held in Buffalo, New York, on September 12, 2002. After the first of January 2006, 5% of the $22,447.48 Life
Membership Fund ($1,122.37) will be transferred to our savings account and will be available for general purposes. This transfer was
also approved at our annual meeting in Buffalo in September 2002. The complete financial report for the Association follows on Page
8.
Sincerely
Lloyd D. Whitmer

SPECIAL NOTICE
ANNUAL MEMBERS
ARE YOU DELINQUENT IN DUES?
Check your address label. If your address label indicates 2005, you are delinquent.
This is a courtesy edition of The Dragon.
Annual dues are payable October 1st of each year. A grace period extends to
January 1st before those not paid are dropped from the Association rolls and
mailing of The Dragon is then discontinued.
Your membership is important to the Association. The Board of Trustees has
elected to provide this courtesy edition of The Dragon as a special opportunity
for you to catch up on your arrears in dues and continue membership in good standing.
Please remit your dues to the Treasurer right away. (Address shown on page 2)
Annual Regular and Associate dues continue to be $10.00. Current active duty is $5.00
Check Your Address Label

If 2005 is shown, your dues are delinquent

.
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JANUARY 1, 2005 thru NOVEMBER 30, 2005
INCOME
BALANCE 10105 in CHECKING ACC'T

$3.79

FUNDS NOT DEPOSITED IN 2004 (CHECKS & Cash)

$30.00

TRANSFROM VANGUARD to CHECKING
YEARLY DUES
LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES
ASSOCIATE DUES
REC'D for Annual Dinner (San Diego, CA)
DONATIONS, General
DONATIONS, Life Fund
DONATIONS, A&M Fund
DONATIONS, TROOP SUPORT PROGRAM
CRESTS & STICKERS
RAFFLE
DONATION for HURRICANE RELIEF
Check #135 cancelled (stale date)
2005 INCOME (to date)

$2,000.00
$4,075.00
$2,890.00
$90.00
$3,656.00
$746.00
$0.00
$366.00
$877.00
$165.00
$3,508.00
$40.00
$35.00
$18,478.00

EXPENSES
LLOYD D. WHITMER, Supplies & Postage
DRAGON; Printing, Postage & Supplies
JOHN T BURKE, Supplies, Postage & Copying
RAFFEL EXPENSE
ED DOJUTREK San Diego Dinner Expense
TRANS FROM CHEK'G to SAV'G (Vanguard)
TRANS FROM CHEK'G to SKY C/D 3803543875
DINNER REFUNDS
CONFERENCE CALL FEE (April 2006)
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE
Monthly hosting fee for 15thinfantry. org
5 year domain fee for 15thinfantry.net
5 year domain fee for 15thinfantry.us
SHIPPING (China Room Items)
SALVATION ARMY for HURRICANE RELIEF
RAFFLE WINNERS @ SAN DIEGO

$220.01
$2,149.91
$1,359.38
$346.72
$3,596.52
$4,000.00
$50.00
$210.00
$39.02
$11.95
$24.90
$24.90
$25.00
$40.00
$800.00

AD in NAT'L REUNION PROGRAM

$55.00

DRAWING for DOOR PRIZES at DINNER

$200.00

TOTAL EXPENSES to 113005
CHECKING ACC'T BALANCE 113005
BALANCES in VANGUARD and BANKS
A&M FUND @ VANGUARD (Restricted)
SAVING @ VANGUARD
$5755.37
SAVING @ UNIZAN BANK
$460.00

$13,153.31

($13,153.31)
$5,328.48

$1,387.94

TOTAL SAVINGS
LIFE FUND @ VANGUARD
LIFE FUND @ UNIZAN
TOTAL LIFE FUND
(Restricted)
TOTAL BALANCES 113005
TOTAL CASH ASSETS as of 113005

$18,478.00
$18,481.79

$6,215.37
$12450.52
$9996.96
$22,447.48
$30,050.79
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$30,050.79
$35,379.27

U.S. ARMY AWARDS “THE OLD CHINA HANDS” AS AN OFFICIAL TRADITIONAL DESIGNATION
A program of the U.S Army is established to award special designations to certain organizations. The purpose of the program is to
enhance the esprit of an organization by directly associating it with some person, thing, event or function having particular
significance to the unit. There are two types of special designations; a traditional designation used by an organization continuously for
the past 30 years or more and a distinctive designation used less than 30 years. Recently the Department of the Army certified that the
15th Infantry has earned the honor and right to the Traditional Designation: “The Old China Hands”. The certification is based on the
recognition of the many years that the Regiment served in China and the fact that the title has been commonly used for many years.
Association members will be pleased to know that we have five members, referred to as “China Hands”, who served in the Regiment
during its service in China. They are:
Melvin Greek
6724 Wildare Rd SW
Tacoma, WA 98499
2535884154

Arthur Locke
20 Pinnacle Street
Hooksett, NH 01306
6034854417

Thomas Mason
525 NE 71st St, Apt. 225
Newport, OR 97367
5419968784

Edwin Schierhorst
921 Big Joe Rd.
Monticello, FL 32344
9049972367

Glen Smith
P.O. Box 475
Kenwood, CA 95452
7078335282

While the term “The Old China Hands” has been used for many years relative to the 15th Infantry, the term had not been officially
recognized. Now, the special designation will, also, appear on any new Lineage and Honors Certificates issued by the U.S. Army
Center of Military History. The special designation is not to be confused with the unit motto which continues to be “Can Do.”
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Tad’s Message
Greetings and best wishes for a safe and prosperous new year in 2006! With the advent of the New Year we have much to be thankful
for, yet new challenges lay ahead. In this article I will address operations in Iraq, the return of our active duty battalions, possible
realignments of the force, upcoming plans for our annual Regimental Rendezvous and preliminary plans for our annual gathering in
conjunction with the Society of the Third Infantry Division. Early 2006 will bring the return of our two active battalions from the
combat zone in Iraq. Reports from the front indicate both units have performed in the finest traditions of the Can Do Regiment.
Leading the way and setting the example for other units to emulate. The recent highly successful Iraqi elections are a true testament to
their service and, more importantly, their sacrifice. During this latest deployment the battalions of the Regiment have suffered more
combat casualties than any period since action in the Korean War. I regret to report that among those killed in action was the "Audie
Murphy" Company Commander.....Baker Company, 1st Battalion.....CPT Joel Cahill. Ironically, CPT Cahill and Audie Murphy
shared a lot in common. Both were from small towns out west and joined the Army at a very young age. Both were well seasoned
combat veterans who served in every leadership position from team leader to platoon sergeant before becoming an officer. Both
looked after their men and always led from the front. The names and faces may change, but the regiment will live on in the deeds of
today's generation of outstanding "Can Do" warriors. I would also like to add a special thanks to COL Bob Pricone, former 1st
Battalion Commander, and now commander of the "Old Guard" who ensured that CPT Cahill was laid to rest at Arlington Cemetery
with full military honors just down the hill from Audie Murphy.
As many of you know our two active duty battalions will be returning from Iraq in early 2006. Your association is working with the
rear detachments of each battalion to assist in welcoming them home. Association members Near Fort Benning and Fort Stewart plan
to be on hand when the returning Flights touch down. Additionally, we are working to provide refreshments for our returning heroes.
Many of you may have heard that the ongoing transformation of the active Army might involve the realignment and redesignation of
selected units. One such potential realignment would cause the 1st Battalion to be deactivated and another unit designated in its place.
The leadership of the Association, in concert with LTG (Ret) Jerry Bates, Honorary Colonel of the Regiment (HCOR), and others are
watching this situation closely and are currently developing contingency plans that would seek to preserve both battalions on active
duty. I have asked our Regimental Historian, LTC Tim Stoy, to prepare an article for this issue of the Dragon that will explain the
situation in greater detail. We have received support from the 1st Battalion and the Garrison Commander at Fort Benning to host our
Regimental Rendezvous there in the May 2006 time frame. We're in the early stages of coordinating this important event, but are
committed to reestablishing the annual tradition of holding a reunion in conjunction with one of the two active duty battalions. More
details will be provided soonest on the Association website and in the next edition of the Dragon. Finally, as most of you know, the
next Society of the Third Infantry Division annual reunion is planned for September 2006 in Nashville, TN. We are in the preliminary
stages of planning for the 15th Infantry Dinner that will be hosted by the Association at the Society reunion. Believe we have an
exciting number of initiatives on tap for 2006 that will only be successful through your continued support. Can Do! Tad
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OPERATION RECOLLECTION

Tom Mason, 1935

Tom Mason, 2005
“The Old China Hands”

For the initial Operation Recollection column in The Dragon, it is truly fitting to begin with Regimental living history in the
person of one of our Old China Hands members, Tom Mason. The reader should be aware that much of the content is verbatim
transcription from a tape recording that Tom made on August 8, 2004. Enlisting in the U.S. Army in 1931, Tom was assigned to
the 9th Field Artillery at Ft. Lewis, WA. According to Tom, the beginning of his 23 year Army career was prompted more by the
clanging of the dinner bell than by the silent beckoning of the Liberty Bell. As he tells it, “I was just a 19 year old skinny kid at the
height of the Great Depression. I was a farmhand but I couldn’t lift 120 pound sacks of grain like the older men; so, I just did what
I could. I picked potatoes, beans and so on. So, I joined the Army because I knew get three squares a day. It’s not that I wasn’t
patriotic. It was just that the hole in my stomach was bigger than my patriotism!” Tom spent his first 3 year enlistment with the
field artillery and during that time, he was fascinated by the stories that two fellow troopers told him about their exploits while
being stationed in China. “But, you couldn’t just request a transfer to China”, Tom says. “Firs, you had to have completed a full 3
year enlistment and receive an honorable discharge before you could reenlist and request duty there. Then, there had to be a
vacancy. So, then I mustered out, became a civilian for3 days, and reenlisted again. I wrote the HQ Special Assignments in San
Francisco and they wrote back and said they had an opening for me. The only thing was that I had to pay my own way down there.
So I said OK and took a bus to San Francisco.” Tom reported to Ft. McDowell on Angel Island. If he remembers anything, it was
the 100 table mess hall that served 1,000 soldiers at a seating. He laid over there for 23 weeks before the first transport arrived
that could take he and the others to China via Hawaii and Manila. The embarkation date was September 1, 1934. On the voyage,
seasickness was anal to common malady. Tom remembers one young soldier who was so sick that he cried out, “I ain’t goin’ back
to San Francisco until they build a bridge ‘tween there and China!” The voyage took 7 days from San Francisco to Honolulu and
another 14 days from Honolulu to Manila. They had a few days layover at Ft. McKinley in Manila; just enough time to get their
legs (and stomachs) from wobbling. While in Manila, they had a chance to get their laundry done, too. Tom sent his out and it
came back perfect. “I started going through my Tshirts one by one. The first was great, the second was greater; then the third
came out and it was evident someone used it for toilet paper! It was my first initiation to the phrase Yankee Go Home.” Back on
board, they sailed another 5 days until they arrived in the port of Longkou, China.
(Continued on Page 14)
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Formation, 115 Barracks, Tientsin, China 1927

Mounted Service Co, 115, Tientsin, China 1928

Operation Recollection

(Continued from Page 13)

Representatives from the 115 met them there. Tom and his group boarded a train for Tientsin. Once there, the train loaded up with
troops who were rotating back to the States. The regimental band was lined up and Tom says it’s the only time he ever heard a band
play a live version of Auld Lang Syne. Tom and his buddies were assigned to companies with Tom being assigned to the Service
Company. “Only Field Artillery or Cavalry personnel were assigned to that company. I was assigned to the Transportation Platoon
as a Teamster. I hated it because I didn’t like horses and I hated mules even worse. But, there was a bright side. I got $2 a month
extra as a Teamster which was known in those days as a Class 6 Specialist. We had out first formation in the dayroom as we were told
that we were going to be fitted for brand new, custom tailored uniforms Now, the 15th was all spit and polish and in those new
uniforms, Boy, we looked good. Now the barracks we lived in were the old German army barracks from 1914 when they surrendered
to the British. They were OK. But, it got better because we didn’t do one thing on our own for personal upkeep. Each man had his own
Chinese houseboy to make his bed, do his laundry, polish his footgear and brass, and so on. We didn’t even shave because each
barracks had 2 barber chairs complete with barbers. They shaved us each morning. When we left China for the States, we had to learn
to shave ourselves all over again!”
“We had a refresher course of about 2 weeks when we arrived plus there was Chinese school. We had to requalify on the ’03
Springfield among other things. Chinese school taught us about Chinese customs, the language and so on. I don’t think any of us
learned any Chinese. What we did learn was not to buy any food from their open market. Soda pop was OK, but nothing else. They
had the nicest looking stuffed ducks. Trouble was they didn’t clean them. They still had the insides in them.”
Tom related that at the height of the Great Depression, the Army was tight as ever with money. He remembers that a Private’s pay was
$28.75 per month. But, being overseas at a foreign post had its advantages in the form of the rate of exchange. “Back then, we were
paid either in gold or in gold certificates. As soon as we had the money in hand, we’d run down to the Chinese moneychangers. We’d
get $3 Chinese for $1 American. But then, Roosevelt stopped the gold. But, to be fair, a standard was set that we’d get $3.35 Chinese
for each $1 American. It wasn’t a bad deal all the way around. A bottle of beer cost 9cents in the PX and the food in the mess hall was
great. Every table had a jar of pickled eggs sitting on it. Eggs were always something you could get 24 hours a day and anyway you
wanted ‘em. The mess sergeant would buy a hamper of eggs from the Chinese for $5 American. A hamper had about 1,000 eggs in
each one. It was hard to believe we ate so well because there only 3 provision ships a yea r docked in port to supply us.”
In all, Tom says his days with the Old China hands were some of the best of his military career. Other than taking 60 days to get a
letter from home, life was pretty good with the 15th. “We kept busy all the time. We’d finish our military duty at Noon and then
athletics filled the rest of the day.. We played everything except American Football. There was cross country, track, basketball, the
rifle team and so on. We had a young Lieutenant, a West Pointer, who was big on boxing. He taught the whole platoon how to box and
there were intercompany matches.” He says that the only thing that was never really clear while they were there was the real purpose
of their mission. In later years, he and others concluded that they were the line of communication between Peking and the Sea. Tom
continued his military career for another 18 years, retiring as a Warrant Officer in 1954. In between, there was the Korean War where
he played a vital role as the 3rd Division Motor Maintenance Officer during the Hungnam evacuation. He, also, served with the U.S.
Army HQ in Japan: 14th Infantry at Ft. Carson; and as Motor Officer for the United Nations Command at The Presidio among other
assignments. Among Tom’s decorations is the Bronze Star which was awarded to him in Korea.
Today, Tom approaches his 95th birthday in Newport, OR. He lives in an assisted care home and would love to hear from other
members of our Association. He says he doesn’t hear much from the outside world as he has no family and feels a little forgotten. I
would ask that each member who reads Tom’s recollections do him that small favor. Send him a note of thanks for his 23 years of
service to his country; pick up the phone and give him a 15 minute call and swap war stories. Thank him for being a member of the
“Greatest Generation” who helped shape this great country’s destiny. Tom’s address is 525 NE 71st Street, Apt. #225, Newport, OR,
97365, Home #5412658657. Thanks and Can Do.
(Continued on Page 15)
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Operation Recollection

(Continued from Page 14)

NEXT EDITION: Operation Recollection follows Lt. Emil Path, Company E, 215, in the North Africa and Sicilian Campaigns
including several of Emil’s recollections such as “One Lucky Nazi”.
***OPERATION RECOLLECTION SUBMITTAL GUIDELINES***
When submitting your memorabilia for Operation Recollection, please use the following guidelines:
· At least one (1) photo during service with the 15th Infantry Regiment (Combat & NonCombat Photos)
· At least one (1) recent photo.
· A brief before and after bio with the 15th Infantry Regiment..
· Focus recollections on things like a particular incident, vivid memories of a campaign, GI humor, etc. Above all, make it
personal and, as they say, tell it like it is (was).
· Above all, Members, please submit your recollections without hesitation. We need more and we need them now!
****** VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES******
Do you have access to a computer with MS Word software? Do you have a cassette tape player? Do you have a little spare time? The
Dragon and our Website are receiving taped 15th Infantry memoirs from our WW II and Korean War veteran members. Much of this is
in conjunction with our revitalized Website and our new Dragon column, Operation Recollection. The preservation of this Regimental
history is vitally important not only to the Association, but to the 3rd Infantry Division as well. Here’s a chance for one or two of you
to play a vital role in this effort. If interested, please contact Dragon Editor, Dave Adams at 4045809845 or Vice President, Mike
Horn at 6785810392. Email contacts are david_adams_atlanta@yahoocom and mhorn1833@comcast.net. Can Do! Dave & Mike.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kids Say The Darndest Things!!!
In October 2005 with the news of the 2,000th American casualty in OIF III, SSG George T. Alexander, Jr, 115 Infantry, noted
Atlanta Journal Constitution cartoonist, Mike Luckovich, published the graphic (below left) forming the word “Why” with the names
of the fallen. Not to be outdone, 17 year old Danielle Ansley, an 11th grade student at Arlington Christian School in Fairburn, Georgia,
countered with her own graphic in the same format (below right) with the word “Freedom” that was published in the December 29,
2005 edition of the newspaper. It is said that patriotism comes in all forms and, in this case, in all ages, too. Can Do, Danielle!
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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
BY
Chaplain Chuck Trout
The beginning of a new year and we have to wonder where it may lead us. As I was reading the local newspaper a few days ago, I
noticed some of the items our government will address in the future. One consideration was to eliminate the words "under God" on
future money to be printed. Other items were the removal of the Ten Commandments from government installations and the decision
to prohibit prayer in schools. If the above items take place, do you think that the Government and its employees will deliver our mail
on Christmas, Good Friday, Thanksgiving and Easter? After all, according to them, it's just another day. Shouldn't the Supreme Court
be in session on Christmas, Good Friday, Thanksgiving, and Easter as well as Sundays? The Senate and house of Representatives will
not have to leave their offices and worry about getting home for "holiday breaks". Put this way, we may not see a change in any of
these items.
William Penn said in 1681, "If you are not governed by God, you will ruled by tyrants." Benjamin Franklin said in 1787, "Here is my
creed, I believe in one God, the creator of the universe; That He governs it by His Providence; That He ought to be worshipped." In
1789 George Washington said, "It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits."
And finally, from the Gettysburg Address, "...that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom and that government of
the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from the earth." Currently, our military is fighting to keep the same
freedoms that our veterans fought for in the past. May our prayers go out to these brave men and women and for our Commander in
Chief during these trying times.
As we march into the future, let us be extra thankful that God continues to bless America. Your chaplain, Chuck Trout

___________________________________________________________
REGIMENTAL INDIVIDUAL HONORS CRITERIA
By
John Burke
In keeping with the Association objectives to promote morale and high esprit de corps among members of the Regiment, the
Association participates with the active units in a program of special appointees. In addition to recommending nominees for
appointment as the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment and the Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment, the Association may
recognize deserving individuals for their accomplishments by recommending them for appointment as Distinguished Members of the
Regiment or Honorary Members of the Regiment. The primary mission of these special appointees is to perpetuate the history and
traditions of the Regiment, thereby enhancing unit morale and esprit. Description and procedures for nomination are shown below:
Distinguished Members of The Regiment. Persons appointed to these positions are recognized for outstanding accomplishments in
service to the nation, the Army or the Regiment. An example would be a prior soldier of the Regiment recognized for his
accomplishments while serving with the Regiment. Another would be a distinguished member of the civilian community who
formerly served in the Regiment. Yet another would be a former member of the Regiment who significantly contributes support to the
Association and the active units.
Continued on Page 18
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Honors Criteria

Continued from Page 17

Honorary Members of the Regiment This position is designed to recognize individuals who have made a significant contribution or
provided a service to the Regiment, but who are not and have not been assigned as a member of the Regiment. Recognition of Active
Army, USAR, or retired soldiers, their spouses, and civilians is appropriate.
Nomination and Approval Any member may submit nominations for the positions above. Nominations should be sent to the
Association Secretary, address shown on page 2. Nominations will be reviewed and consolidated by the Board of Trustees for
submission to the Advisory Board (Honorary Colonel, Honorary Sergeant Major and Active Duty Battalion Commanders) who will
forward to the Chief of Infantry for the ultimate decision and preparation of proper certificates.
**********************************************************************************************************

315 Infantry to Host Can Do Rendezvous
The 2006 Can Do Rendezvous is set for May 1012, 2006 at Fort Stewart approximately 35 miles from Savannah, GA. LTC Gary
Luck and his 3rd Battalion have already planned the basic event even though they just recently returned from a oneyear deployment to
Iraq and are currently on much deserved leave. Due to the deployment of both battalions in Operation Iraqi Freedom III this will be
the first Rendezvous since the spring of 2004. With the War on Terror and future deployments always a possibility, we need to
maximize attendance at the 2006 Rendezvous. Members of the 1st Battalion from Fort Benning will also be in attendance. The 3rd
Battalion is looking forward and will be working hard to put together all the logistics to host this special event in which former
veterans of the Regiment can join in ranks with the current assigned soldiers. Mark your calendar and commence your preparations to
attend now. The Rendezvous Registration Form is located in the back of the Dragon.

Schedule of Events
Here is the general listing of planned events. More detailed information on the schedule of events will be published in the April issue
of the Dragon. A complete schedule with transportation times will be available at Registration. Bus/van transportation will be
provided to all events at Fort Stewart.

Wednesday, May 10
Golf Scramble
Registration
Icebreaker Social

Thursday, May 11
Organizational Day Events
Historical Seminars/Discussions
Lunch at Battalion Dining Facility
Association Membership Meeting
Regimental Banquet Dinner (A raffle will be held for a very special 15th Infantry memento)

Friday, May 12
Ceremony
Museum Tour
Unit events
Farewells
Make your plans now to attend now to share comradeship with past and current members of the Regiment including those who have
just recently returned from deployment in Operation Iraqi Freedom III. You may also want to combine the occasion with a tour of
Historic Savannah and coastal Georgia and South Carolina.
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Rendezvous Registration and Reservations
Lodging
A block of rooms was reserved for May 912, 2006 at the Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites, 1388 Oglethorpe Hwy 84, Hinesville,
GA. Reduced room rates are $ 70.00, plus tax. A complimentary breakfast is included. Reservation must be made directly to the hotel
at 9128775611. Reservations must be made prior to May 1st to obtain the reduced rate. The reduced rates are available prior to and
following the event, subject to available rooms. Inform the reservation representative that you are with the 15th Infantry Regiment
attending the “Can Do Rendezvous”. Military retirees may arrange lodging on Fort Stewart on a space available basis at 912368
4184.

Regimental Dinner – May 11th
The Regimental Dinner will be held in the Fort Stewart Club. A scrumptious Buffet will be served. The dinner
will be $20.00 per person, gratuity included. Please indicate the number required on your registration form
below.
Rendezvous Registration
Register in advance by completing and submitting the form below. You can also register the morning of May 10 at the Registration
Desk. A $10.00 registration fee is charged to defray administrative and Icebreaker expenses. Please complete the form below and
make your check out to the 315 Cup/Flower Fund. Mail your check and registration form by May 1, 2006 to: CPT Eric Melloh
HQ. 315 INF, Bldg 522
Call CPT Melloh
692 William Wilson Ave.
at 9127679923
Fort Stewart, GA 31313
if you have questions

====================================================
Registration/Reservation Form
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Spouse/Guest:
Event

Zip:

Golf (Check)
Number

Price

Registration Fee

$10.00

Regimental Dinner

$20.00

Total
$10.00

Enclosed is my payment for
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