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HAPPY NEW YEAR, CAN DOERS
_____________________________________________
CAN DO RENDEZVOUS PLANNED FOR MAY 25, 2007
st

LTC Marr, Commander of the 1 Battalion, and Tad Davis, Association President, have announced that the 2007
Can Do Rendezvous will be held May 25, 2007. Just before the deadline for publication of this edition, the 1st
Battalion received deployment orders for Iraq in March. The Battalion will have just returned from intensive
training at the National Training Center, Fort Irwin, CA. Although the Battalion will be deployed, LTC Marr has
committed available support to be provided by the 115 Rear Detachment, commanded by CPT Stephen Miller. At
this time, the schedule of activities is still in the working stage. What is known is that the Rendezvous will include
many of the traditional activities and opportunities for comradeship of past veterans and the current active duty
soldiers. A golf tourney will be held on opening registration day. Other activities will include an Ice Breaker social;
a tour of the updated China Room, unit recognition events, historical seminars/discussions, tours, and a
Regimental Dinner. An announcement of the dates with the program will be mailed to each Association member
in January 2007 along with the annual raffle tickets. The program will include information regarding lodging
accommodations and reservations; sequence of events; and a reservation/registration form.
CPT Miller and the Dragon Soldiers of the 1st Battalion are looking forward and will be working hard to put
together all the pieces to host this special event in which former veterans of the Regiment can join in ranks with
the current assigned soldiers.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings and best wishes to all of our members and their families for a safe and prosperous new year in 2007!
Regret the delay in getting this edition out, but there was a tremendous amount of late breaking news to include in
this edition. Thanks in advance for your patience and continued support of our Association!
Deployment Orders for First Battalion. As most of you probably heard in the President’s recent address, the
United States will surge the number of forces in Iraq and our own First Battalion will once again be one of the
leading units, entering combat for a third time in Iraq. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Lieutenant Colonel Jack
Marr, the officers, noncommissioned officers, men and families of the First Battalion. Your Association leadership
is working with the Battalion leadership on identifying one or two small departure gifts to be presented to each
soldier on behalf of the Association. Additionally, we’ll be working with the Battalion Commander’s wife, Mrs. Marr,
and the Rear Detachment Commander, Captain Steve Miller, to determine ways we might be able to assist the
families. Specific details will follow on how you can contribute to these important efforts
Regimental Rendezvous, 25 May 2007. With the agreement of Lieutenant Colonel Marr we are pressing ahead
to organize a Regimental Rendezvous at Fort Benning, GA, 25 May 2007. The actual details are being finalized
and will go out under separate cover. Plan to arrive the afternoon of Wednesday, 2 May for golf and an evening
icebreaker followed by two full days of activity on Thursday and Friday. Plan to depart on Saturday. John Burke is
leading the way and working with Captain Miller to organize the itinerary. I can assure you it will be a first class
event you will not want to miss with a multitude of extremely interesting activities for members and their spouses.
Move of Regimental Artifacts from Third to First Battalion. As most of you know, the Third Battalion at Fort
Stewart, GA cased their colors this past year and was redesignated as First Battalion of the Thirtieth Infantry. You
will be delighted to know that the Regimental artifacts in the care of third Battalion have been transported to First
Battalion for safekeeping and display. Some items should be on display during the upcoming Rendezvous. David
Adams, our Dragon Editor, has volunteered to serve as our China Room Liaison to the First Battalion and will
assist in the maintenance and accountability of Association property and the property in the possession of the
Battalion.
Nominations for New Association Officers. We are in need of volunteers from throughout the Association to fill
a number of key positions for the next term of office for our Association leadership. As most of you know Lloyd
Whitmer has stepped down as our Treasurer after many years of faithful and dedicated service to the Regiment
and the Association. Bart Viruso has stepped forward to assume that position as Lloyd departs. Richard Guimond,
our Assistant Treasurer, and the man that brings you our much appreciated raffles each year plans to step down
in October 2007. Please contact our Nominations Chair Bart Viruso, Greetings and best wishes to all of our
members and their families for a safe and prosperous new year in 2007! Regret the delay in getting this edition
out, but there was a tremendous amount of late breaking news to include in this edition. Thanks in advance for
your patience and continued support of our Association!
Deployment Orders for First Battalion. As most of you probably heard in the President’s recent address, the
United States will surge the number of forces in Iraq and our own First Battalion will once again be one of the
leading units, entering combat for a third time in Iraq. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Lieutenant Colonel Jack
Marr, the officers, noncommissioned officers, men and families of the First Battalion. Your Association leadership
is working with the Battalion leadership on identifying one or two small departure gifts to be presented to each
soldier on behalf of the Association. Additionally, we’ll be working with the Battalion Commander’s wife, Mrs. Marr,
and the Rear Detachment Commander, Captain Steve Miller, to determine ways we might be able to assist the
families. Specific details will follow on how you can contribute to these important efforts
Regimental Rendezvous, 25 May 2007. With the agreement of Lieutenant Colonel Marr we are pressing ahead
to organize a Regimental Rendezvous at Fort Benning, GA, 25 May 2007. The actual details are being finalized
and will go out under separate cover. Plan to arrive the afternoon of Wednesday, 2 May for golf and an evening
icebreaker followed by two full days of activity on Thursday and Friday. Plan to depart on Saturday. John Burke is
leading the way and working with Captain Miller to organize the itinerary. I can assure you it will be a first class
event you will not want to miss with a multitude of extremely interesting activities for members and their spouses.
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Move of Regimental Artifacts from Third to First Battalion. As most of you know, the Third Battalion at Fort
Stewart, GA cased their colors this past year and was redesignated as First Battalion of the Thirtieth Infantry. You
will be delighted to know that the Regimental artifacts in the care of third Battalion have been transported to First
Battalion for safekeeping and display. Some items should be on display during the upcoming Rendezvous. David
Adams, our Dragon Editor, has volunteered to serve as our China Room Liaison to the First Battalion and will
assist in the maintenance and accountability of Association property and the property in the possession of the
Battalion.
Nominations for New Association Officers. We are in need of volunteers from throughout the Association to fill
a number of key positions for the next term of office for our Association leadership. As most of you know Lloyd
Whitmer has stepped down as our Treasurer after many years of faithful and dedicated service to the Regiment
and the Association. Bart Viruso has stepped forward to assume that position as Lloyd departs. Richard Guimond,
our Assistant Treasurer, and the man that brings you our much appreciated raffles each year plans to step down
in October 2007. Stepping up to the plate as President of our Association is LTC Tim Stoy who had been our
Regimental Historian since anyone can remember and is a Life Member of our Association as well as being in the
active Army. Please contact our Nominations Chair Bart Viruso, (viruso8@aol.com), with nominations for our
elected officers. In closing, many thanks to each and every one of you for your continued support. A special
thanks goes out to David Adams for his tremendous efforts to provide us an exceptional Dragon, one in which
each member of the Regiment and the Association can take great pride. Please keep the men of the First
Battalion and their families in your thoughts and prayers during the days and weeks ahead. Can Do! Tad Davis
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

TAPS
The following Members Were Called to Formation on Fiddler’s Green:
Edward Sears
PFC, CN Co, 15 INF Regt, WWII
40 Meadow brook Road
Raynham, MA 02767
DOD 8262006
(Reported by Mary S. Sears to Lloyd Whitmer)

Raymond E. Carver
CPL, D Co, 15th INF Regt, Korea
19501951, Purple Heart 1951
(Reported by Eleanor Carver to Ed Dojutrek)

“And like the old soldier of that ballad, I now close my military career and just fade away, an old soldier
who tried to do his duty as God gave him the light to see that duty. Good Bye.”
General Douglas MacArthur’s Farewell Address to Congress, April 19, 1951
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OCTOBER DRAGON SNAFU
We shortchanged ourselves on the October Dragon headcount with the printer. If you did not receive
your copy, simply email the Editor at david_adams_atlanta@yahoo.com and an electronic copy will be
emailed to you that you can either peruse on your computer at your leisure or print if so inclined. We
apologize for this error and with Membership Chairman, John Burke’s, coming to the rescue, we have
established a preprinting procedure that will prevent this in future issues. However, Can Doers, be
advised that we are still at the mercy of Uncle Sam and the USPS. Thank you for your patience and
understanding. Dave Adams, Editor, The Dragon.
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
Chaplain Chuck Trout – CONGRATULATIONS to our own Chaplain Chuck Trout for being elected
as the new President of the Society of the Third Infantry Division at the September meeting in
Nashville. Even though Chuck will have a lot more on his shoulders, he will still be our Regimental
Chaplain and his regular column, The Chaplain’s Corner, will continue to appear in the Dragon each
quarter.
COL (Ret) Cath Bacon – GET WELL WISHES!!! Cath, the current editor of The Watch on the Rhine
newsletter of the Society of the Third Infantry Division, underwent major but, we’re happy to report,
successful surgery and is recuperating at home. Cath, the thoughts and prayers of the 15th Infantry
Regiment Association are with you and we hope to see back on the job soon.
Jeff Danby, Associate Member – CONGRATULATIONS!! Jeff has been laboring on the true story
of his grandfather, 1LT Edgar Danby and the exploits of the 756th Tank Battalion, 601st Tank
th
Destroyer Battalion, and the 3rd Battalion, 15 Infantry Regiment during the historic invasion of
Southern France. Jeff’s book entitled, Wine for the Fire, has been selected for publication. Job well
done and Can Do, Jeff!
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Tom Mason, Old China Hand – BELATED HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! Tom, please accept your
th
apologies for this belated but, so well deserved salutation. On September 13 , Tom turned 95 years
th
young. Tom has probably forgotten more about the 15 Infantry Regiment than most of us can
collectively remember!! Kudos, Tom! Stick around; we youngsters need you.
LTC Gary Brito – Former 115 Dragon 6 (Now Scorpion 07) sends best Holiday Wishes to the
Society. He, Michelle, and the boys are settled into that laid back California lifestyle. Gary now knows
why they picked Ft. Irwin for the NTC site. The resort reminiscent climate reaching 110 to 120
degrees Fahrenheit resembles the Salah A Din province of Iraq that was the former forward base
home to the 115 during OIF III.
(Photo of Edward R. Murrow reprinted with permission from EarthStation1)
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST!!

CONGRATULATIONS to our Membership Chairman, John Burke, and his lovely new bride Elizabeth!! John and
Elizabeth tied the knot on October 22, 2006 at the Summerville Baptist Church in Phenix City, AL.
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Political Correctness Makes liars of all Men.” (Anonymous)
«««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

By
Chaplain Chuck Trout
Every year seems to go faster, or is it just me? Here it is 2007. The Christmas Holiday is over, and I would
venture to say that some of you have already broken your New Year's resolution. That's all right! The
important thing is to consider all the blessings we have; living in this great country, being a veteran, and
having the hope and expectations that this will be the best year ever! That's what keeps us going.
During the reunion in Nashville I had the opportunity to meet many members that I never met before. It is
one of the great privileges of attending this yearly event. Let me encourage you to attend next year's
reunion in Colorado. The atmosphere is great!
You are seated at a table with comrades that you served with in the Regiment. Instead of being in harms
way, as you were when you defended our country, you are surrounded by loved ones. You meet the
younger active duty soldiers. The men and women who will one day take our place in the Association. You
are assured that the Regiment is in excellent hands. Who would ever think that the current military would
live up to the standards that all of you established years ago? Not only are they living up to your
standards, they are exceeding them.
Then, General Rich Lynch, the current Commanding General of the Third Infantry Division, speaks to
those in attendance. His reassuring words confirm what we already know; our military and country are in
excellent hands. There is an unspoken bondage that takes place between the veteran's of the Fifteenth
Regiment and those currently serving. No words need to be spoken; the chemistry and reality of that
bonding is evident.
In closing, I would like to ask each of you to join me in a prayer for our Commander In Chief, for General
Rich Lynch, and all the members of the Third Division. May they remain safe, where ever they serve, and
may they realize that we are behind them all the way I would also ask for a miracle; "To have the news
media print the truth of all the good our troops are doing in Iraq and else where rather than the negative
picture currently presented to our citizens."

«««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

Australia Sets Immigration Precedent
Contributed by Ed Dojutrek
Muslims who want to live under Islamic Sharia law were told on Wednesday to get out of Australia, as the
government targeted radicals targeted radicals in a bid to head off potential terror attacks. A day after a group of
mainstream Muslim leaders pledged loyalty to place Australia and her Queen at a special meeting with Prime
7
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Minister John Howard, he and his Ministers made it clear that extremists would face a crackdown. Treasurer Peter
Costello, seen as heir apparent to Howard, hinted that some radical clerics could be asked to leave the country if
they did not accept that Australia was a secular state, and its laws were made by parliament. "If those are not your
values, if you want a country which has Sharia law or a theocratic state, then Australia is not for you", he said on
National Television. "I'd be saying to clerics who are teaching that there are two laws governing people in
Australia one the Australian law and another Islamic law that is false. If you can't agree with parliamentary law,
independent courts, democracy, and would prefer Sharia law and have the opportunity to go to another country,
which practices it, perhaps, then, that's a better option", Costello said. Asked whether he meant radical clerics
would be forced to leave, he said those with dual citizenship could possibly be asked to move to the other country.
Education Minister Brendan Nelson later told reporters that Muslims who did not want to accept local values
should "clear off. Basically people who don't want to be Australians, and who don't want, to live by Australian
values and understand them, well then, they can basically clear off", he said. Separately, Howard angered some
Australian Muslims on Wednesday by saying he supported spy agencies monitoring the nation's mosques. Quote:
"IMMIGRANTS, NOT AUSTRALIANS, MUST ADAPT. Take It Or Leave It. I am tired of this nation worrying about
whether we are offending some individual or their culture. Since the terrorist attacks on Bali, we have experienced
a surge in us." "lf the Southern Cross offends you, or you don't like, men you should seriously consider a move to
another part of this planet. We are happy with our culture and have no desire to change, and we really don't care
how you did things where you came from. By all means, keep your culture, but do not force it on others. "This is
OUR COUNTRY, OUR LAND, and OUR LIFESTYLE, and we will allow you every opportunity to enjoy all this. But
once you are done complaining, whining, and griping about Our Flag, Our Pledge, Our Christian beliefs, or Our
Way of Life, I highly encourage you take advantage of one other great Australian freedom, 'THE RIGHT TO
LEAVE'." "If you aren't happy here then LEAVE. We didn't force you to come here. You asked to be here. So
accept the country YOU accepted."
Maybe if we circulate this amongst ourselves, American citizens will find the backbone to start speaking and
voting the same truths!!
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

R. I. P. Common Sense
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us for many years. No
one knows for sure how old he was since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will be
remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the
early bird gets the worm, life isn't always fair, and maybe it was my fault. Common Sense lived by simple sound
financial policies (don't spend more than you earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not children are in
charge).
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place.
Reports of a sixyearold boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from
school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his
condition. Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job they themselves failed to
do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent
to administer Aspirin, sun lotion or a sticky plaster to a student; but could not inform the parents when a student
became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion. Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten
Commandments became contraband; churches became businesses; and criminals received better treatment than
their victims. Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your own home
and the burglar can sue you for assault. Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to
realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge
settlement. Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his
daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by three stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, Someone
Else is to Blame, and I'm A Victim. Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. If you
still remember him pass this on. If not, join the majority and do nothing.
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
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Mortar Battery Veteran Sponsors Memberships for Current Active Duty Soldiers
Life Member Donald Wilcox, a veteran of the Cold War with Mortar Battery, October 1957 March 1960, recently
sponsored five new Association members. Don indicated the idea came to him from reading of other members
sponsoring new members from the current active battalions. CSM Pearson, 115, selected the five outstanding
soldiers. Membership packets have been provided to the new members include a letter identifying Don as their
sponsor and providing his address. The new members are listed herein as part of the New Member List.
Other members are encouraged to join Don’s initiative. This is an opportunity for former members of the Regiment
to express their appreciation for the service to the nation of today’s Dragon Soldiers. Also, these new members
are vital to the continued growth of the Association. They are certainly the future of the organization. If interested
in sponsoring some of the current active duty soldiers, contact the Membership Chairman, address shown on
page 2.
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

Attention: All WW II Can Doer’s Who Supported the 753rd Tank Battalion
During World War II, the 753rd's first assignment was with the 45th Infantry Division's amphibious assault at
Sicily. The battalion fought valiantly throughout the Mediterranean Campaign. In all, the 753rd Medium Tank
Battalion participated in seven campaigns: Sicily, NaplesFoggia, RomeArno, Southern France, Rhineland,
ArdennesAlsace and Central Europe. The unit was, also, involved in the heavy fighting in the Colmar Pocket.
th
The unit’s website is currently being updated and part of that historical update includes locating 15 Infantry
rd
Regiment veterans who may have pictures and stories of their support mission(s) with the 753 . You are cordially
invited to visit their website www.753rdtankbattalion.com. Also, please contact Mr. Chris Bradford at (916) 487
7433 personally with any information you may have.

«««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

ALPHA COMPANY, 115 COLD WAR VETS PLAN REUNION
The Alpha Company, 115 Cold War Vets have planned a reunion to be held on Saturday, March 24, 2007 at the
Harwood American Legion Hall at 705 South Lankin in Joliet, IL from 3 PM to Midnight. Note, although, planned
by the Alpha Company vets, the reunion is open to ALL Cold War vets who served at Harvey Barracks in
Kitzingen, Germany. We have chosen a site just Southwest of Chicago to hold this reunion for its central location
and easy access to a major airport and Amtrak. The date is Saturday, March 24, 2007 and a special secured is
offered at the Motel 6, 1850 McDonough Street, in Joliet, IL 60435. The rate per night is $36 for one person and
$42 for two persons. If you belong to AARP the rate will be $4 less. The phone number for making the reservation
is 8157292800. You can book at this rate for the 23 and 24th. Just tell the reservationists that you are with the 1
15 reunion.
The motel has free parking. If you are planning on flying to Chicago or taking Amtrak and need a ride to the motel,
let the reunion committee know and they will make plans to pick you up.
Vets are invited to bring their pictures, slides and any other memorabilia to this event. If you can still fit in your
uniform, wear it! If you can’t make the reunion I would like for you to still be a part of our get together. Please take
a few minutes to have someone video tape you and your family so you can introduce them to us and share with
us what you have been doing since leaving Kitzingen and any memories you have while you were there. This
would be a good time to give a personal message to someone who is at the reunion or relate a story you
remember about one of them. So that the ladies don’t get bored, we are setting up an activity for the women while
the men reminisce over old times and they will once again join us at dinner. There will be a buffet meal around 6
pm. that will include Schnitzel, Baked Chicken, BBQ Ribs, Sauerkraut, Stuffed Cabbage, Potato Pancakes, Red
Bean Salad, Tossed Salad and Rolls. The cost for this dinner is $12 per person. There will be a band playing in
the evening for your entertainment in the bar area. There will be a large selection of mixed drinks, beer, soft
drinks, coffee, and ice tea available.
For further details and all reunion info, contact: Thomas R. Heitzer, 231 Normandie Drive, BonneTerre, MO
63628, Tom’s contact info is Home Phone 5733581830; Email: theitzer001@charter.net.
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LETTER FROM BASIC TRAINING
(As Distributed by Senator Kerry to the Media)
Dear Ma and Pa,
I am well. Hope you are. Tell Brother Walt and Brother Elmer the Army beats working for old man Min
ch by a mile. Tell them to join up quick before all of the places are filled.
I was restless at first because you got to stay in bed till nearly 6 a.m. but I am getting so I like to sleep l
ate. Tell Walt and Elmer all you do before breakfast is smooth your cot and shine some things. No
hogs to slop, feed to pitch, mash to mix, wood to split, fire to lay. Practically nothing! Men go shave
but, it ain’t real bad because there’s warm water. Breakfast is strong on trimmins’ like cereal, fruit,
eggs, bacon, and such. But, it’s week on pork chops, potatoes, ham, steak, fried okra, grits, and other
regular food. But, you tell Walt and Elmer they can always sit by the two city boys that live on coffee.
Their food plus your own holds you until Noon when they feed you again.
It's no wonder these city boys can't walk much.
We go on "route marches," which the platoon sergeant says are long walks to harden us. If he thinks s
o, it's not my place to tell him different. A route march is about as far to our mailbox at home. The city
guys get sore feet and we all ride back in trucks.
The country is nice but awful flat. The sergeant is like a school teacher. He nags a lot. The Captain is
like the men on the School Board. Majors and Colonels just ride around and frown. They don’t bother
you none.
This next will kill Walt and Elmer with laughing. I keep getting medals for shooting. I don't know why.
The bullseye near as big as a chipmunk’s head and don’t move and it ain’t shootin’ at you like the
Higgett boys back home. All you gotta do is to lie there all comfortable like and hit it. You don’t even
you’re your own cartridges. They come all ready to shoot in the boxes.
Then we have what they call handtoThen we have what you call handtohand combat
training. Then, we have what you call handtohand combat. You get to wrestle with all them city
boys. I have to be real careful, though, ‘cause they break real easy. I’m about the best they got in this
except for Tug Jordan from over in Silver Lake. I only beat him once. He joined up the same time as
me but, I’m only 5’ 6”, 130 lbs and he’s 6’ 8” and near 300 lbs soakin’ wet. Be sure to tell Walt and
Elmer to join up before them other guys get wise to this setup and get ahead of them.
Your loving daughter, Alice
«««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
Annello’s Anecdotes
(Contributed by our good friend and comrade, Joe Annello. of the Society of the Third Infantry Division)
A blonde wanted to go ice fishing. She read many books on the subject and finally getting all the fishing gear
together, she made for the ice. After positioning her comfy footstool, she started to make a circular cut in the ice.
Suddenly, a voice boomed from the sky, “There are no fish under the ice.”
Startled, the blonde moved further down the ice, poured a thermos of cappuccino, and began yet to cut another
hole. Again, from the heavens, the voice bellowed, “There are no fish under the ice.”
Now worried, the blonde moved to the opposite end of the ice. She set up her stool and began to cut another
hole. The voice from the heavens bellowed once more, “There are no fish under the ice”.
Perplexed, she stopped and looked skyward and asked, “Is that you Lord?”
10
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The voice bellowed, “No, this is the manager of the hockey rink”!

FINANCIAL REPORT January 1, 2006, thru November 30, 2006
This brief financial report is intended to outline the condition of the treasury of the Fifteenth Infantry Regiment
Association.
The income and expenses shown on the following “15th Infantry Regiment Association Financial Report” will give
you an appraisal of our operations.
The officers are reimbursed only for “outof –pocket” expenses: phone, postage, office supplies, etc. They are not
compensated for any meals, lodging or travel.
The total cash assets of the association are currently $41,137.53; included in this is our checking account balance
of $2,629.00 and our savings balance of $9,856,05, the “Awards and Monuments Fund” of $1,752.94 and
$26,899.54 held in the “Life Membership Fund.”. By prudent management and living within our means (income),
we should be able to keep ahead of the projected increases in the costs of running the daytoday affairs of our
organization and continue the publication of the Dragon.
The dividend and interest income on all of our investments is $1,091.67 for 2006. All interest and dividends,
regardless of the source, are added to the Life Membership Funds; this is in accordance to action taken at the
annual meeting of the Fifteenth Infantry Association held in Buffalo, New York, on September 12, 2002. Five
percent (5%) of the $26,899.54 Life Membership Fund ($1,344.98) will be transferred to our savings account and
will be available for general purposes. This transfer was also approved at our annual meeting in Buffalo in
September 2002.
Sincerely; Lloyd D. Whitmer
15th INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL
REPORT
JANUARY 1, 2006 thru NOVEMBER 30, 2006
INCOME
BALANCE 10106 in CHECKING ACC'T
YEARLY DUES
LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES
ASSOCIATE DUES
DONATIONS, General
DONATIONS, Life Fund
DONATIONS, A&M Fund
TRANS from VANGUARD to SKY chk"g
CRESTS & STICKERS
DINNER NASHVILLE, TN
TRANS form HUNTINGTON C/D to SKY chk'g

$155.00
$4,116.00
$10,744.92

RAFFLE
2006 INCOME to DATE

$3,042.00
$28,030.92

EXPENSES
LLOYD D. WHITMER, Supplies & Postage
DRAGON; Printing, Postage & Supplies
JOHN T BURKE, Plaques, Supplies, Postage & Copying
RAFFLE EXPENSE
MICHAEL HORN Postage & Supplies
11

$4,225.34
$4,900.00
$3,440.00
$90.00
$1,108.00
$50.00
$385.00

$205.20
$4,139.25
$958.25
$496.14
$32.84

$28,030.92
$32,256.26
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NASHVILLE
DINNER (Mike Horn)
PRINTING, PROGRAMS (Ed Dojutrek)
REFUNDS
LEONARD COLLINS (Quartermaster)
TRANS FROM CHK'G to SA'G (Vanguard)
TRANS FROM CHK'G to LIFE (Vanguard)
TRANS FROM CHK'G to SA'G (Vanguard)
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE
Monthly hosting fee for 15thinfantry.org
5 year domain fee for 15thinfantry.net
5 year domain fee for 15thinfantry.us
ICEBREAKER SOCIAL @ FORT STEWART
RAFFLE WINNERS @ FORT STEWART
TOTAL EXPENSES to DATE
CHECKING ACC'T BALANCE @ SKY BANK

$4,545.88
$136.25
$104.50
$260.00
$4,000.00
$10,744.92
$3,000.00
$119.50

$84.53
$800.00
$29,627.26

($29,627.26)
$2,629.00

BALANCES in VANGUARD
A&M FUND @ VANGUARD
SAVING @ VANGUARD
TOTAL SAVINGS

(Restricted)

$1,752.94

$9856.05
$9,856.05

LIFE FUND @ VANGUARD
$26,899.54
TOTAL LIFE FUND (Restricted)

$26,899.54

TOTAL BALANCES 113006 (VANGUARD)
TOTAL CASH ASSETS as of 113006

$38,508.53

$38,508.53
$41,137.53

««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
BY
John Burke
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
In a meeting at Nashville on 7 September, the Board of Trustees established a goal of increasing
the membership to 1000 during the next year. Hats off to the 115 Infantry for 147 new members in
September.
Membership Type
Regular Life
295
Regular Annual
621
Associate Life
6
Associate Annual
13
Total:
875

Period Represented
China Hands
5
World War II
158
Korean War
311
Cold War
87
Peace Time/Current 295
Associate
19
Total
875
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NEW MEMBERS
AGUILERA
ALDERMAN
ALIKSA
ARANDA
BARNES
BARRETT
BELL
BELL
BELL
BETANCOURT
BIDDLE
BLACK
BLISS
BLOW
BONNEY

SAMUEL
CHRISTOPHER
GLENN
SIMON
DENNIS
TODD
DANIEL
JEREMY
JOHN
JONATHAN
CLINTON
PETER
PAUL
AMBER
JONATHAN

464 N. OAKLEY DR APT E304
8715 WATKINS AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 2081
102 D SISLER LP
510 BROADWAY APT 407
45 LEE RD 2029
6363 FLAT ROCK RD APT 264
1701 37TH ST APT 300J
4426 MISTY LANE
8715 WATKINS AVE
2120 SUNSET DR
1235 LEE RD 227
112B ARROWHEAD RD
12371 ARROWFIELD LN
46 CHURCH LN

BORISH
BREIVOGEL
BRICKEY
BROWN
BUEHLER
BURCH
BUSH
BUTLER
CHISHOLM
CLARK
CLARK
CONNER
COOK
COOMBS
COSCA
COTTON
CRAIG
CRENSHAW
CRIMMINS
CROWELL
CROWELL
CRUZ
CUTTER
DANIELS
DAVIS
DAVISON
DENMAN
DENNIS
DENT
DIX
DIXON
DOUGLAS

MYER
JOHN
SCOTT
TOBY
LEO
JACOB
DOUGLAS
ROBERT
ZACHARY
ELBERT
WILLIAM
JAMES
BRADY
JONATHAN
CHRISTOPHER
JOHNATHON
ANDREW
STEPHEN
DANIEL
DOUGLAS
STEPHEN
DANDY
NATHANIEL
RAY
GEROME
RYAN
CHRISTOPHER
REGINALD
PAUL
SETH
GEORGE
JASON

127 MANCHINEEL CT
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 339
57A DOANE LP
148 A ARROWHEAD RD
23 LEE RD 501
2807 21ST AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE # 544
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 435
90 PERSIMMON CT
7005 LONESOME PINE DR
4324 ERRUN LN APT 7
184 DERRICKSON ST
45 LEE RD 2029
116 HARRIET RD
6540 THEA LN APT P7
219 68TH ST NW
2807 21ST AVE
B CO #206 8715 WATKINS AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 11
3807 PEMBROOK CT APT C2
3940 MACON RD APT 101
8715 WATKINS AVE B 1/15
5058 AARON LN
6520 THEA LN
6363 FLAT ROCK RD
D/115, 8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 356
1800 LAKEWOOD DR Q3
469 CRAIG DR APT B
641 BURROUGHS
26 EDDY DR
451 D CRAIG DR
13

COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
PHENIX CITY
COLUMBUS
PHENIX CITY
LYNN HAVEN
FORT BENNING
PARIS
SMITHSTATION
FORT BENNING
JACKSONVILLE
WAYNE
ROYAL PALM
BEACH
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
PHENIX CITY AL
PHENIX CITY
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
MIDLAND
MIDLAND
CINCINNATI
FORT BENNING
PHENIX CITY
NORTH BABYLON
COLUMBUS
BRADENTON
PHENIX CITY
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
PHENIX CITY
FORT BENNING
COLLINSVILLE
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING

GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
AL
GA
AL
FL
GA
KY
AL
GA
FL
NJ

31906
31905
31905
31905
31901
36870
31907
36864
32444
31905
40361
36877
31905
32225
7470

FL
GA
GA
GA
AL
AL
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
OH
GA
AL
NY
GA
FL
AL
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
AL
GA
IL
GA
GA

33411
31905
31905
31905
36870
36867
31905
31905
31905
31820
31820
45217
31905
36840
11705
31907
34209
36867
31905
31905
31909
31907
31905
31907
31907
31907
31905
36867
31905
62234
31903
31905
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DOVER
DOVER
DREW
DUKE
DURBROW
EASTMAN
ENO
EVANS

CHRISTOPHER
ROGER
MATTHEW
DONOVAN
SCOTT
LINDA
IVAN
ROBERT

PHENIX CITY
COLUMBUS
BARSTOW
COLUMBUS
CARTERSVILLE
PITTSFORD
COLUMBUS
PHENIX CITY

AL
GA
CA
GA
GA
NY
GA
AL

36867
31907
92311
31909
30121
14534
31907
36867

FREDDY
KARL
DAVID
JAMES
DAVID
RAY
ENRIQUE
WILFORD
JESSIE
ADAM
CURT
KYLE
MATTHEW
ROBERT
JEFFREY
DALE
TROY
WILLIE
ROBBIE
JASON
JOSE
DEBRA
ANDREW
JIMMY
BRANDON
TRAVIS
AUDIE
PHILIP
JOHN
THOMAS
PATRICK
AARON
KILEYSCOT

1805 40TH ST
3911 STEAM MILL RD # J16
1260 MIRAGE DR
2986 SLIPPERY ROCK CT
12 DAWN DR
70 VAN VOORHIS
6363 FLAT ROCK RD APT 276
5001 RIVER CHASE DR APT 714
2700 DOUBLE CHURCHES RD APT
603
HHC BOX 420 8715 WATKINS AVE
214 MILLER LOOP
8715 WATKINS AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE
3201 1ST AVE APT 121 B
8715 WATKINS AVE
1024 WHITESVILLE WALK
6801 W 19TH ST SPC 593
147 TROTTERS RIDGE RD
6119 ABBEY DR
38 LEE RD 443
2909 DOTTIE DR
17 MOTT ST
2227 24TH AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 87
HHC 115 IN (M)
1316 BUNKER RIDGE LN
8715 WATKINS AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE B 1/15
136 PLAIN VIEW RD
5 MOUNTAIN TRAIL
4119 15TH AVE
4300 DEWEY CT
145 MITCHELL RIDGE PL
8715 WATKINS AVE A CO BOX 158
3415 FIELDS AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 332
7100 WINTERS CT
569A HARDSOCK LP
101 ZUCKERMAN AVE
4914 BEECH AVE
8715 WATKINS AVE #449

FIGUEROA
FILLINGS
FIVECOAT
FOREMAN
FOSS
GALLE
GARCIA, JR
GARVIN
GARZA, JR
GASPAR
GEORGE
GIBSON
GIVENS
GONZALEZ
GOULET
GOW, JR
GRAEVE
GREEN
GROVE
GUENTHER
GUTIERREZ
HALIK
HAMILTON
HATHAWAY
HATHORNE
HAYNIE
HEITTER
HEWLEY
HIGH
HITCH
HOLLIWAY
HUINKER
INGERSOLL

COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
LUBBOCK
CUSSETA
COLUMBUS
PHENIX CITY
PHENIX CITY
PATCHOGUE
GULFPORT
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
WOODBURY
SPARTA
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
COLOMBUS
FORT BENNING
DEXTER
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
ST ANSGAR
FORT BENNING

GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
TX
GA
GA
AL
AL
NY
MS
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
NY
NJ
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
MI
GA
GA
IA
GA

JOHN
CHARLES
MATTHEW
RUSH
LANDON
KEVIN
LOUIS
LYLE
ROBERT

1235 N. PICKETT ST.
520 TRACY LN
226 LOGAN ST
8715 WATKINS DR A CO 115
8715 WATKINS AVE
2163 SNELLING DR
615 GIBSON CT
3126 LANSING AVE
3080 LEE RD 430

ALEXANDRIA
CLARKSVILLE
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
SMITHSTATION

VA
TN
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
AL

31909
31905
31905
31905
31905
31904
31905
31904
79407
31805
31909
36870
36870
11772
39501
31905
31905
31907
31905
31905
11797
7871
31904
31907
31907
31905
31907
31905
48130
31905
31905
50472
31905
22304
1941
37040
31905
31905
31905
31905
31905
31907
36877

INSANI
JACKSON
JEMISON
JENKINS
JERNIGAN
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
JOHNSON
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JOHNSON
JONES
JONES III
JORDAN
KERSH
KILCREASE
LA BELLE
LANDRON
LARKIN
LEAKS
LEONARD
LEYDECKER
LOHMEIER
LOPEZ
MOLINA
LYNCH
MAHURIN
MARSHALL

KEVIN
WILLIE
JAMES
RODNEY
DANIEL
LYNDON
ISAAC
JUAN
WILLIAM
KENDRICK
JARRED
MELVIN
ERIC

3355 WHIPPOORWILL DR
405 SPURLIN
3557 BOBY DR
6351 HARRISON
8715 WATKINS AVE
18070 HWY 134
211 GARRETT ST
526 D SOUTH VALDEZ CT
8715 WATKINS AVE F CO BOX 458
1800 LAKEWOOD DR APT N4
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX # 32
10842 HILLHAVEN AVE
B CO #245 8715 WATKINS AVE

TALLAHASSEE
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
SILSBEE
FORT BENNING
ENTERPRISE
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
PHENIX CITY
FORT BENNING
TUJUNGA
FORT BENNING

FL
GA
GA
TX
GA
AL
GA
GA
GA
AL
GA
CA
GA

32310
31907
31907
77656
31905
36330
31905
31905
31905
36867
31905
91042
31905

IVAN
JEFFREY
BRANDON
PHIL

2444 W. BRITT DAVID RD APT 1907
675 KANDLE DR
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 339
33 MARTIN RD

COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
HAMILTON

GA
GA
GA
GA

MATTSON
McCLENAHAN
MCKISSOCK
MENDOZA
MESIS
MONHOLLEN
MONTEMAYER
MOORE
MORROW
NEALE
NEMEC
NEWBAUER
NGUYEN
OAKLEY
OCASIO
OFFHAUS
OGURA
OWENS
PEARSON
PEARSON
PERRY
PETTWAY
PIPKIN

ELMER
BOBBY
STEVEN
ALDO
SEAN
THADDEUS
MICHAEL
NICK
EVERETT
JASON
JOHN
WIL
KHAI
BOBBY
JUAN
MICHAEL
ROBERT
TERRENCE
CHRISTOPHER
JAMES
ROBERT
ANTHONY
JOHNEL

50 OLD MARLBOROUGH RD
451 D CRAIG DR
5095 NW 51ST
1800 LAKEWOOD DR
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 438
4 D DEVORE CT
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 608
3700 GROVELAND
7400 MACON RD
7 LEXINGTON CIR
8756 FRANCISCO
7 MYRTLE WALK
106 CARBON ST
8715 WATKINS AVE HHC BOX 428
8715 WATKINS AVE B/115 #316
607 WINTHROP
8734 MARNE RD
6300 MILGEN RD APT 1212
1533 DIXON DR
244 LEE RD #739
709 54TH ST
5500 IRONSTONE DR
778 LEE RD 294

MAYNARD
FORT BENNING
COCONUT CREEK
PHENIX CITY
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
WYOMING
MIDLAND
PHENIX CITY
EVERGREEN PARK
SAVANNAH
SYRACUSE
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
ADA
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
OPELIKA
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
SMITH STATION

MA
GA
FL
AL
GA
GA
GA
MI
GA
AL
IL
GA
NY
GA
GA
MI
GA
GA
GA
AL
GA
GA
AL

RANDLE
RAWUNG
REAVES
REYES
REYES
ROBINSON
ROBLES
ROYAL
SAMS

WILLIAM
HEARTHUR
ROBERT
OSCAR
SERGIO
WILBER
JOSHUA
MATTHEW
JOEY

49 BRIAR LN
2009 BRUNSWICK DR
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 707
8715 WATKINS AVE #85
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 452
3911 STEAM MILL RD
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 205
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 216
8715 WATKINS AVE B 1/15 #539

ROCKFORD
LEBANON
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING

IL
TN
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA
GA

31909
31905
31905
31811
01754
2131
31905
33073
30803
31905
31905
31905
49509
31820
36869
60805
31419
13208
31905
31905
49546
31905
31907
31906
36804
31904
31907
36877
61103
1617
37087
31905
31905
31905
31907
31905
31905
31905
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SEXTON
SIGEARS
SMITH
SMITH
STREETMAN
STRIZAK
TAYLOR
TENA
TUCKER
VASQUEZ
VAUGHN
VERGA
VICENT
WADE
WELCH
WHEELER
WILLAN
WILSON
WITZENBURG

MICHAEL
WILLIE
JERMIR
STEVEN
F. DANIEL
CHARLES
SEAN
ALBERTO
JUSTIN
JESSIE
JACOB
PATRICK
JODY
CHARLES
JOSHUA
JEREMY
JEFFREY
COREY
JOSHUA

6300 MILGEN RD APT 1318
5220 KINGSBURRY ST
4539 OLD CUSSETA RD # W3
18823RED ADLER CT
3086 PESCARA PL.
116 MULBERRY ST PO BOX 138
1341 KATY KNOLL CT
5250 S 7TH CT
8715 WATKINS AVE
136 DERRICKSON ST
68 EIGHT POINT CT
1701 37TH ST APT 294
PO BOX 736
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 429
8715 WATKINS AVE
6201 RIVER RD #105
2687 RAYMOND DR
PO BOX 53627
8715 WATKINS AVE BOX 113

COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS
MAGNOLIA
EL DORADO HILLS
MT. PLEASANT
HOUSTON
PHOENIX
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
PINE MOUNTAIN
PHENIX CITY
HAWTHORNE
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING
COLUMBUS
LODI
FORT BENNING
FORT BENNING

GA
GA
GA
TX
CA
OH
TX
AZ
GA
GA
GA
AL
NV
GA
GA
GA
WI
GA
GA

31907
31902
31903
77355
95762
43939
77082
85042
31905
31905
82282
36867
89415
32905
31905
31904
53555
31905
31905

««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

OPERATION RECOLLECTION
LIFE AT HARVEY BARRACKS 19661968
Featuring Can Do Cold War & Vietnam Vet Tom Heitzer

Kitzingen Falt Tower 1967

Tom Heitzer 2006

Tom Heitzer1966

Shortly after going through Basic Training and Clerk Typist School at Fort Leonard Wood, I was off to Kitzingen,
Germany to serve with the 3rd Infantry Division and Alpha Company, 1st Bn 15th Infantry at Harvey Barracks. My
mode of transportation to Europe was on the USNS General Simon B. Buckner taking its last cargo of troops to
Bremerhaven before troop movement would be done exclusively by the airlines. For a nineteen year old this eight
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day cruise was an exciting way to travel. I was lucky because most of us graduating from clerk school had
originally been handed orders to Viet Nam. While we were packing our bags to go home for a thirty day leave
before embarking to South East Asia, our unit was called to muster by the first sergeant. He informed us that our
orders to Viet Nam were being changed and we would now be leaving by bus to Lambert Airport in St. Louis and
flown to New York to board a troop ship for Europe. The Department of Army decided to fill the allotment of troops
needed in Viet Nam with more experienced soldiers in Europe and have us fill their vacancies. This must have
been a last minute decision as they held the ship in port for our arrival after an almost capacity group of soldiers
were already onboard. When we arrived at the pier there was no room down below for us, so we were put in small
four bed cabins that were usually reserved for civilians. Since all the duty rosters was already made out the day
before, none of us had to pull any extra duty while on the ship, in fact we had our own steward, who would come
in each morning and make our beds and clean the room for us. We spent our days reading books or playing
monopoly as we sailed the gentle waters of the Atlantic Ocean. Our only complaint was the small amount of food
served to us during our meals, which I would speculate was due to the fact that there was more troops then food
on board. After going through the English Channel and seeing the White Cliffs of Dover, we landed in
Bremerhaven, Germany and boarded a train for a night trip through Germany to Wurzburg. I was then split up
from our large group to a smaller group and put in the bed of a 2 ½ ton truck and transported to Harvey Barracks
in Kitzingen, Germany.
When I arrived at Company A, I was met by 1st Sgt. Willie J. Lamb, who put his hand on my shoulder and asked if
I enjoyed working on cars and trucks. I told him that I didn’t have much knowledge at doing that, I was trained to
be a clerk. He explained to me that he didn’t need a clerk in the unit, but the motor pool had some openings and
he directed me towards the motor pool area to meet the motor sergeant. Sgt. Quinton Roberson, the motor
sergeant, showed me around the motor pool area and then introduced me to Spec 4 Tim Tomeco. Tim was the
parts clerk, who would be going home soon and needed a replacement. He told Tim to train me to do the duties of
a parts clerk and in about a month I took over that position and Tim left to muster out of the service. My duties
consisted of ordering parts that the mechanics would need to repair the many

Harvey Barracks – 1941
Under Luftwaffe Control

Barracks Site Plan

Harvey Barracks  1967
Under “Can Do” Control

jeeps, trucks, and APC’s assigned to A Company. I also made sure all the entries in the log books were accurate
and up to date, dispatched the vehicles and notified the mechanics when vehicles were due for inspection. One of
the things that stayed with me over all these years is that an Armored Personal Carrier has 127 track pads. There
are 63 of them on the left side and 64 on the right side. I never could figure out why one side had one more than
the other, but I never forget this little bit of trivia.
As time went on people would come and go usually determined either by the fact that they had served their time
and were going home or were being shipped out to Viet Nam. Sgt Roberson was soon replaced by Sgt. Herbert
Pichler, our new motor sergeant, and our tool man Billy Brookins was replaced by John Kalin. When Kimberlain
Gillman, Sandy Pritzl, and John Ross, several of our mechanics left to go home, they were replaced by Paul
Vanderbush, Joe Curalli, and Don Carlson. Another mechanic, Tom Hiatt volunteered to go to Viet Nam and he
was replaced with a fellow named George Krhounek. Others in the motor pool during my stay were Dale Boren,
James Mathwig, Ronald Helsel, Tom Boos, Barry Danner, and David Burkacki. Company A’s Commanding
Officer at the time was 1LT Al Eichenlaub, in March or April of 1967 he left for Viet Nam and was replaced by 2LT
Nick Russo. His driver was Mike Lynch, a red headed fellow from Illinois, who liked to smoke cigars. The
company clerks were John Mercer and Raymond Tewes.
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Harvey Barracks was built in 1917 and served as a training school for pilots during World War I. The US Army
th
took over the base in 1945 and in 1951 named it after Captain James R, Harvey of Company E, 359 Infantry,
who died during the invasion of Normandy, France. The buildings were old and made of concrete which caused
them to be very cold during the winter months. Our barracks was one of four in a row right across from the rail
head and the motor pool on one side and farm fields on the other. In between the barracks on the back side were
smaller buildings that were used as an Arms Room and storage area. Each room in these two story barracks
housed two to four soldiers. The first room I stayed in on the first floor was a two man room and my room mate
was James Billings, an Infantryman. After a few months, he received orders for Viet Nam and I moved into
another room that housed Phil Giorgio, who was in Commo and two other guys whose names escape me. Back in
those days you had to be quick if you wanted to get a hot shower in the morning. At “first call” my feet would hit
the floor and I would dash down the hall to the latrine so I could be one of the first in the showers. Nineteen years
old, blond and fair skinned I wasn’t growing any whiskers, so I never had to take the time to shave as so many of
my comrades did. Thanks to military style haircuts I didn’t have anything to comb on top, so brushing my teeth
was the only other task that needed to be achieved before eating breakfast and making morning formation. At
morning formation the first sergeant would provide us with any information that needed to get out and then we
would go to an area behind the motor pool to police the area. That usually meant picking up anything that wasn’t
growing, cigarette butts, gum wrappers and any other papers or trash in this area. The rest of the day was spent
in the motor pool office taking care of the paper work while the mechanics did the manual labor of keeping the
vehicles running. Several days a week around 10 am, I would take food orders from everyone and walk up the
street between the motor pool and the track park where an elderly German fellow had a hamburger stand. I don’t
know what he used in making those burgers, but they were the best hamburgers I’ve ever eaten. After the work
day there was always the choice of going to the mess hall for dinner or walking to the PX and eating at the snack
bar. From what I can remember the food at the mess hall was pretty tasty. On weekends we would get a pass and
go to Kitzingen and enjoy the night life. There were many bars to choose from such as the Hilly Billy Bar, the Milk
Bar, Havana Bar and my favorite the Lapaloma Bar which was just down the street from the Bahnhof (Train
Depot). We would also visit a little gasthaus in the small town of Grosslangheim just outside the back gate.
Sometimes we would take a chess set with us and spend a Saturday afternoon playing chess and sampling the
local brew. The German patrons would crowd around our booth and make positive or negative sounds with each
move we made. We always got along with our German hosts and it was very evident that they were very gracious
and friendly.
From time to time we would have inspections. The CO would come through the barracks and make sure our
bunks were made properly, our boots were shined, our fatigues were clean, and all the buttons on the uniform
was buttoned. The floors had to be clear of dust, highly waxed, and last but not least we had to have short hair
and a clean shaven face. I remember to this day, as if it was yesterday, when Lt. Eichenlaub came up to me
during one of those inspections, leaned in real close to me and told me I needed to get that blade closer to my
face. I had a hard time standing at attention and not cracking a smile, as I had never shaven prior to that day.
That reprimand probably cost me getting a pass to go into town that night, but I didn’t care because I had reached
a milestone in my life, I now had facial hair! That evening I went to the PX and bought my first razor, shaving
cream, and blades.

Control Tower 1967
Kitzingen Airfield

1SG Willie J. Lamb
Alpha Co, 115
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If you spent any amount of time in Germany you would get a chance to visit several of the training areas such
as Hohenfels, Grafenwoehr, and Wildflecken. In September of 1966, shortly after I arrived our unit loaded up our
vehicles onto railroad flat cars and went to Hohenfels for training. It was decided that the unit would march back
the 127 miles to Kitzingen over a four day period to show the strength of our unit. I was lucky again, as the motor
pool clerk I was assigned to ride back with the vehicles on the train and thus didn’t have to make the grueling
march back to Harvey Barracks. It was an added bonus since I worked for the Frisco Railroad as a switchman
prior to entering the service, and this gave me an opportunity to see how working on a German Railroad
compared to the states. I noticed that their couplers were different than the ones we had and they used a whistle
to pass signals to the engineer instead of hand signals. They still used steam engines to pull the trains over there
whereas we had already switched to diesel locomotives by this time. In the eighteen months that I spent in
Germany I got to spend at least two times at Hohenfels and once at Grafenwoehr and Wildflecken. We also spent
lots of time in Kloster Forrest that was just outside of Harvey Barracks. When the word was put out that we were
“under alert” we had just a small amount of time to pack up all our gear and move all the vehicles out into the
forest in anticipation of an attack. This would be where we would defend our turf against the enemy.
On one occasion when we went out to Kloster Forrest for a few days the motor pool section set up our mobile
base in a secluded area away from the rest of the company. We noticed at this spot that there was a large area of
sticker bushes that surrounded several small trees with a clearing in the middle. We found an opening at the
bottom of one of the sticker bushes where we could crawl under to the clearing, the mechanics and I grabbed our
shelter halves and gear and made our way to the clearing. We combined all our shelter halves to make a large
group tent. Then one of the guys tied a rope to one of the small trees and pulled it across the top of the tent
causing the limbs full of leaves to completely camouflage our camp. Later that evening when we showed up
where the rest of the company was staying for mail call and dinner, one of us remarked that we were camped in a
place where no one would be able to find us. First Sergeant Lamb overheard the conversation and said, “My
troops would be able to find a bunch of Gremlins,” the code word for mechanics. A small bet was made in that the
loser would have to buy beer for the winner. We went back to our camp to hide while the first Sergeant called out
the rest of the company and explained that he needed them to canvas the area and find the Maintenance Section
hiding somewhere in the area. A short time later we heard the company approaching our area walking side by
side as they swept through the area. When they came up to the sticker bushes the company parted and walked
around both sides of the thicket and rejoined on the other side walking pass us. It took all we had to keep from
snickering and alerting them of our location. A little later they came back through the area on their way back to
base camp and again they walked around the sticker bushes and never saw us laying only a few feet away from
them. We waited about an hour to see if they would return and when they didn’t we crawled out of our hiding
place and hiked over to base camp. When we got there First Sergeant Lamb, with a small smile on his lips, was
pulling a case of German Beer out of his jeep and handed it to us. He was a little upset by the fact that a bunch of
mechanics were able to outwit his warrior’s, but was happy with that we had the ingenuity to survive out in the
wilderness.

Wildflecken
Birthplace of the 215

Hohenfels
115 Track Park

Grafenwoehr
115 M113 on the move

When we would go to a training area the Maintenance Group was there for support and never did any infantry
training as the rest of the company did. If no vehicles were broken down we would just sit on top of our APC and
watch the troops as they did their maneuvers. While at one of the training areas at morning formation the first
sergeant informed the company that they would be going on an exercise that evening called “Escape and
Evasion” In this exercise you are taken to an isolated area and dropped off, then using whatever skills you
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learned through training make your way back to base camp. Along the way other army units are waiting to
capture you. If you’re caught, you are taken to a prisoner of war camp where you are interrogated to reveal
something other than your name, rank and serial number. This prisoner of war camp is located in a valley about
halfway through the course surrounded by a large fence with barb wire on top. The place is completely lit up in
bright lights and large speakers are blaring dogs barking, loud music, and voices beckoning for any one in ear
shot to give up and turn themselves in. The units that are scattered all over the course have infrared scopes to aid
them in seeing those making their way through the course. We were a little bored with just sitting around doing
nothing so we asked the first sergeant, if we could go along and play the game. First Sergeant Lamb is a very tall,
muscular man who is all business, precise, and demands the best out of his men. When he speaks his voice
bellows out across the area and if he became angry his voice would raise several octaves higher. He informed us
in a very stern voice, “That this wasn’t a game and that we wouldn’t last very long before we would be captured
and taken to the prisoner of war camp!” We told him we understood the consequences if we were caught, but we
would still like to try our luck anyway. That small smile came to his face as he nodded in the affirmative and said “I
look forward to picking you up at the prison in the morning.” Later that evening, we loaded up in the back of the
trucks and were transported along with the rest of the company to an area on the other side of the training area.
We broke up into small groups of four and headed out to find our way back. The group I was with came upon a
gravel road as we made our way through the woods. We walked along the road for a while until we heard the
sound of a jeep approaching. We all jumped into the ditch along the side of the road to hide from the oncoming
vehicle. When my foot hit the uneven terrain in the ditch I twisted my ankle. The jeep passed by without anyone
seeing us and as I stood up pain shot up my right leg. With me now limping we continued on down the road
hoping we were going in the right direction. Someone in the group thought that we needed to head towards the
wooded area across the field to our left, the direction back to base camp. It was a dark, starless, and cloudy night
and it was starting to rain. We could hear off in the direction that we were walking the faint sounds from the
speakers at the prisoner of war camp. We took this as a sign we were going in the right direction since none of us
knew how to use a compass very well or knew exactly where we were going. As we were walking we could see
bright lights off in the distance and knew we were heading straight for the prison. We moved up onto a ridge to
our right to avoid getting any closer to where none of us wanted to end up. My ankle was still hurting, but I was
able to find a tree branch to use as a walking stick. With the rain and no stars it became very hard to see a few
feet in front of us. We walked single file along the ridge to the right of the prisoner of war camp, when the person
who was in the lead came to an abrupt halt. We had come upon a line of APC’s facing toward the valley. We had
found our enemy, but so far the enemy hadn’t found us. With it raining for the last hour or so it seemed everyone
was inside those warm, dry Armor Personal Carriers. They must have been using those night scopes that could
be attached to the APC and let the person looking through it see through the darkness when the infrared lights
were turned on. We very quietly walked behind these APC’s and out of the view of the scopes without being seen
or heard. We continued making our way across the ridge hoping not to run into any other obstacles. Soon the
APC’s and prisoner of war camp was well behind us and we no longer heard the noise from the speakers. None
of us said it, but I think we all thought in the back of our minds that we were lost and would never find our way
back. I don’t know how much time had gone by since we were dropped off, but it seemed like an eternity. Finally,
we saw to our left the outline of buildings and could hear people talking and a radio playing music. As we got
closer we could make out the barracks we were staying in and see the track park to the right of the barracks. We
had made it without getting caught and our pace picked up with me hobbling as fast as I could. When we got
inside the barracks we saw that the other mechanics had also made it through the course without getting
captured. It wasn’t long and all of us were fast asleep in our bunks after a grueling night of war games. The next
morning when the company fell out for morning formation the first sergeant was grinning from ear to ear and was
happy to report that the night exercise was a success. He looked over our way and commented to the company,
“Even our mechanics made it!” We were really proud of ourselves that day and I think the first sergeant was, too.
Being away from home for the first time in my life, in a foreign country and belonging to an organization that could
at any time call upon me to take a life of another person or lose mine in an armed conflict, can cause many
anxieties at such an early age. I was serving in a place where my ancestor’s had come from and felt comfort in
the knowledge that these gentle German people wouldn’t harm me, yet not far away there was this imaginary line
that separated us from an enemy that would take you prisoner or shoot you if you came too close. You had no
family near by to give you reassuring words that everything would be alright. None of the friends you grew up with
were close to give you a sense of security. None of the surroundings looked anything like the neighborhood I was
familiar with and knew like the back of my hand. I was now expected to make all my decisions and be
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accountable for any of my actions without the safety net of the people I trusted and depended on as a child. All
the guys around me were in the same situation and felt the same way. We spent many a day talking to each
other about our family, our friends, our school life, our girlfriends or wives. We shared our most inner thoughts and
feelings, our future plans and our hopes of surviving military life. There was a bond being formed and these guys
now became my new friends, my new family, my support system, my advisors, my sympathizers, and my
consolers. These bonds that were made with my fellow soldiers were very special ones that have lasted over the
decades since the Cold War Era. Many of us swore that we would keep in touch with each other after we get out
of the Army. In some cases that has happened, but the truth of the matter is when we got back home or went to
other military bases we lost contact with each other. The day to day dealings of work, family, and other interests
over the years has caused that gap to deepen and those once close friendships now seem like a faint dream. I left
th
Germany in January of 1968 to do a tour in Viet Nam with the 9 Infantry Division before leaving the military in
February 1969. I went back to work at the railroad and in 1973 married my wife, Susan. We raised three kids and
have enjoyed as a family, camping, fishing, and caving. Like everyone else our lives got busy with work, school,
and everyday household activities.
It took almost thirty years before I started wondering what ever happened to those guys I spent eighteen months
with in Germany, it was right after my wife and I got back from a European Trip to celebrate our 25th Wedding
Anniversary. While over there we visited Kitzingen and drove over to Harvey Barracks. It’s amazing, how once I
got to the leaning tower of Kitzingen, my instincts kicked in and I was able to move through town, over the Main
River, and straight to the front gate of Harvey Barracks as if it was thirty years earlier. As we drove down the
street toward the barracks I called home so long ago, the buildings looked the same, but the names of the units
that occupied them were different. We passed by where the 164 Armor use to be housed and there was just an
empty concrete slab that once displayed a tank upon it. The barracks that once housed Company A, 115 was
now being used by an MP Unit. The motor pool area looked exactly the same except a newer coat of paint now
adorned the building. The movie house was still in the same spot, as was the PX, and the EM Club, where I spent
many an evening. All this nostalgia brought back fond memories and inspired me to look up some of the guys
when I got back home.
I was new to the internet back in 1998, but found it became very helpful when I started looking for what I called
my “Lost Comrades”, I’m sure they didn’t think they were lost as they went about their busy lives, raising families,
and pursuing their careers. One of my closest buddies was Paul Vanderbush, who I did visit twice after getting out
of the service. He lived near Buffalo, New York and I wondered if he still lived there. As I typed his name in a
people search web site, up popped his name and address in the town of Cheektowaga, New York and I quickly
switched over to Microsoft Word and wrote him a letter asking if he was the same Paul Vanderbush that I was in
Germany with. In the letter head I included my email address and a few days later I received an email from him
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saying “Hi ol’ Buddy! Yep, ya found me. Man it sure is great hearing from you.” A chill ran up my back as I read
that email and I was over whelmed by emotion. I had found a lost buddy, who was like the brother I never had.
Over a few more emails and phone conversations we got reacquainted and enjoyed talking about those days
when we were young soldiers and decided to see how many more “Lost Buddies” we could find. We succeeded in
finding about ten guys over the next few months and five us met at Paul’s house in July 1999. We had a great
time talking over old times, sharing old pictures of our days in Germany, meeting each others families and
renewing that bond of friendship from so long ago. We got together a couple more times over the years and each
time we would meet we would enjoy each others company, but would always wonder what ever happen to the
other guys. To date I have found over sixty guys who called Harvey Barracks home between the years of 1964
1968. When I make contact with someone even though I may not have known them while I was there, we have
this immediate connection that brings us closer and forms a friendship from that day forward.
Through my searches I have learned that some have passed on, including a buddy that I found and got a chance
to visit with before he died from an illness. I have also discovered that some of my fellow comrades gave the
ultimate sacrifice to their country after leaving Kitzingen and going to Viet Nam. To them I give my most humble
gratitude. Searching and finding all my 115 buddies after all these years has been a wonderful experience. I
would encourage everyone who reads this to take the time to search for some of your buddies from your army
days and renew that friendship. The internet has many sites that cater to finding lost friends and many of them are
free. If you know what city the person lives in you can call directory assistance and get their phone number. If you
are successful in finding an old army buddy take a few minutes to write down about that experience. Include some
of the memories that you shared with your buddy and any pictures you have. Then, send it to Dave Adams so he
can publish it in The Dragon for all of us to enjoy.
Thanks, Tom. Sadly for those of us who were stationed at Harvey Barracks, it is now just a distant
memory and a legend as it was turned over to the German Government earlier this year. But, the
“Ghosts” of we 115 Can Doers will always remain on silent vigil as we did throughout much of the Cold
War. Dave Adams, Editor
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

THE CONTINUANCE OF OPERATION RECOLLECTION
The feedback form the general membership is that all of you would like to Operation Recollection column to
continue. Naturally, I am most happy to comply and I enjoy editing and assembling this column more than I can
tell you. It has become a labor of love for me, as well as, a valuable history lesson. So, far, the Can Doers who
have stepped up to the plate to work with me are all WW II vets. However, these wonderful guys do not bear the
responsibility of keeping this column going by themselves. Many of you are 15th vets of the Korean War, the Cold
War, Gulf War I, Kosovo, and most certainly OIF III. This column is dedicated to the everyday G.I. who served
with the 15th. There’ll never be another Audie Murphy, so, you don’t have to have a chest full of “Fruit Salad” to be
featured in Operation Recollection. Whatever you did is valuable and it needs to be told. Even I as your Editor am
a Cold War vet and have some stories that are definitely not dull. If you believe that what you did while in service
to the 15th is not interesting or not valuable enough to be placed on these pages, you’re absolutely wrong. You
don’t have to be Ernie Pyle, either. Simply supply me your written/typed recollections, your photos (on loan, of
course), and anything else you’d care to submit. I’ll do the rest. I always conduct one or two phone interviews
before the column is put to bed. I need your help, Gentlemen, if this column is going to continue and you’re the
ones who tell me that you want it to. Let’s face it guys, our WW II and Korean War vets are leaving us by the
scores each day; and with them goes history that we’ll never know about. Actually, the ranks of our early (60’s
70’s) Cold War and Vietnam Era vets are thinning, too. As you rose to the occasion to serve your country, please
do the same now. I need your help. Thanks and Can Do. Dave.
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
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RARE ARCHEOLOGICAL FIND UNEARTHED BY NATION’S CAPITOL
The National Geographic Society has reported one of the rarest finds of the century. Discovered during a sewer
line repair at the corner of Independence Avenue and New Jersey Street, the discovery came just as Congress
was taking its winter break which made the event even more exciting. Team Leader and Forensic Pathologist, Dr.
Chesterfield Oglesbee, has concluded his preliminary examination and has ascertained beyond any reasonable
doubt that they are the first known remains of a politician unearthed in North America. A detailed paper will be
presented by Dr. Oglesbee at the next archeological symposium.

(Contributed by Ed Dojutrek)
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

ANNUAL MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
If your address label indicates 2006, your dues are past due. Annual dues are payable prior to October 1st each
year. A grace period permits a limited time for late payment of dues before a member is dropped from rolls and
the mailing list of The Dragon. Please remit your dues to the Treasurer right away. (Address shown on page 2)
Annual Regular and Associate dues continue to be $10.00. Current active duty is $5.00.

Annual Members, PLEASE Check Your Address Label
If your address label shows 2006 your dues payment for 2007 are past due and are due immediately. This is the
last notice by The Dragon. Please mail your dues to the Treasurer right away. Address and amounts on page 2
(Contributed by Membership Chairman, John Burke))
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