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Fifteenth Infantry Regiment 

 

“The Old China Hands” 
 http://www.15thinfantryra.org 

 

Dear Fellow Old China Hands,  
    
Summer has arrived, hot and humid, here in the National Capital Region.  Thanks to 
COVID 19, many normal activities have been curtailed, but, luckily, there are other things 
to do.  For me that is spending more time on Regimental research, among other things. 
With the recent observation of Juneteenth, I was reminded of Major General Gordon 
Granger, who issued the general order in Galveston, TX on 19 June 1865, and 
commanded the 15th Infantry in New Mexico 1870-1876.  He was an impressive soldier, 
one of many who have served in our proud regiment.  
 

For the second time in a row 3-15 Infantry changed command while on deployment 
overseas.  LTC McGrue passed the color to LTC Fisher in Poland on 21 June.  LTC 
McGrue led the battalion through new equipment fielding, train-up, and an eventful 
National Training Center rotation before deploying to Poland as part of the Army’s 
Defender Europe 20 major deployment exercise―all tremendous leadership challenges.  
We congratulate him on his successful command and wish him the best of luck in his 
future service.  We look forward to working with LTC Fisher and his command team as 
they continue to lead the way for the great 3rd Infantry Division.  
 

I know you will enjoy John Lagow’s excellent article, “Riding the Dragon.”  It certainly will 
bring back memories for our Cold War veteran members!  Although my early service with 
the Regiment was a few years after John’s and in 2-15 IN in Wildflecken instead of 
Kitzingen, life was pretty much the same in the Can Do Regiment of the Marne Division 
1982-1983! 
 

Your Association leadership is looking for ideas on how to reinvigorate the Association.  
Recruiting remains a huge challenge and our attrition is high―the actuarial tables don’t lie. 
Please feel free to contact me or Tad Davis with your ideas and recommendations.  If you 
are looking for something meaningful to fill your time, volunteer for one of our open 
positions! 
 

I wish everyone a safe and happy summer!  Can Do!  Tim 

http://www.15thinfantryra.org/
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Taps 

New Members 

 
 

 

Membership Report 

 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS BY PERIOD  CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY TYPE 

NUMBER OF CHINA HANDS 0 REGULAR LIFE 204 

NUMBER OF WWII MEMBERS 19 REGULAR ANNUAL 38 

NUMBER OF KOREA MEMBERS 88 ASSOCIATE LIFE 20 

NUMBER OF COLD WAR MEMBERS 78 ASSOCIATE ANNUAL   6 

NUMBER OF PEACETIME MEMBERS 17 TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 268 

NUMBER OF OEF FORCES 1 
 

NUMBER OF OIF FORCES 8 
 

NUMBER OF GWOT FORCES 31 
 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 26 

TOTAL MEMBERS 268 

 

 

Charles R. Crain-LM-FM 
Greenville, SC 
MSG, HHC, 1 BN, KW, 1951-52 
DOD 03/22/2020 
Reported by daughter, Tammie Crain 
 

Pete M. Schoolcraft-LM 
Kenmore, WA 
SGT, D CO, 1 BN, WWII, 1940-45 
DOD 11/29/2019 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 
 

Harold D. Adamson Jr-LM-OPH 
Tucson, AZ 
1LT, Tank CO, Regt, KW, 1952-54 
DOD 03/24/2020 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 
 Dean E. Hutter-LM 

Columbia, SC 
COL, A CO, 1 BN, Korea, 1949-51 
DOD 01/09/2020 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Richard P. Lohrenz-LM 
Sheldon, LA 
SSG, Tank CO, REGT, KW, 1951-53 
DOD 12/30/2019 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

William H. Porter-LM 
Gray, TN 
CPL, E CO, 2 BN, KW, 1951-52 
DOD 04/22/2020 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Jere W. Sharp-LM-OPH 
Alexandria, VA 
MG, F CO, 2 BN, KW, 1950-51 
DOD 06/23/2017 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Roger Lochmann-FM-CM 
Collinsville, IL 
PFC, I CO, 3 BN, II, 1944-46 
DOD 01/02/2019 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Jerome A. McCarthy-FM-CM 
Rome, NY 
SSGT, KW 
DOD 05/21/2016 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Edward L. Milde-FM-CM 
Mendham, NJ 
LTC, Med Det, 2 BN, II, 1943-46 
DOD 11/04/2015 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Joseph P. Venizia-FM-CM 
Cape Coral, FL 
CPT, 3 BN, II 
DOD 02/11/2010 
Reported by Tom Heitzer 

Al Eichenlaub 
Long Beach, CA 
CPT, A CO, 1 BN, CW, 1965-67 



4 

July 2020  

 

 
Announcement 

 
The 15th Infantry Regiment Association has moved.  It can be found by at:  http://www.15thinfantryra.org.       
Please visit and check out this user friendly site.  You are able to fill out an application for membership, send to 
the database administrator, and pay your dues using the PayPal button.  Also, you will find interesting information 
that will be updated on a regular basis and read back issues of the Dragon newsletter in the library section.  Enjoy 
the new site and come back often.  

 
Active Battalion Update 

 
Greetings, 15th Infantry Regiment, 
 
On this day that I relinquish command to Lieutenant Colonel Fisher, I want to take a quick moment to thank you 
all for the support shown to this battalion for the last 26 months.  Your untiring support for the Can Do Nation 
greatly impacted us all and gave us the strength needed to accomplish any mission given to the battalion.  I will 
be forever humbled by the love and generosity shown, and grateful for the multiple words of encouragement and 
support provided on a routine basis.  And although I am stepping away from command, I will not be stepping 
away from the Association and look to become a valuable member in the years to come.  Again, thank you all 
and best of luck in your future endeavors! 
 
Rock of the Marne! Send Me! Can Do! 
Lieutenant Colonel McGrue 
Outgoing China 6 
 

Historians’ Corner 
 

Gordon Granger – Civil War General Commanded the 15th Infantry after the Civil War 
By Tim Stoy 

 
The Civil War was fought by volunteer soldiers, with the handful of Regular Army 
Officers from the pre-war Army receiving volunteer ranks far above their Regular 
Army grades to command these soldiers.  One of those officers was Major General 
Gordon Granger. 
  
Granger was an 1845 graduate of the United States Military Academy and was 
commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the 2nd Infantry Regiment at Detroit, 
Michigan.  Being brevetted meant there was no slot in the Regular Army for him at 
the time of his graduation.  The next year he transferred to the Regiment of 
Mounted Riflemen at Jefferson Barracks. During the Mexican-American War he 
served with Winfield Scott’s army and participated in the Siege of Veracruz, the 
battles of Cerro Gordo, Churubusco, and Mexico City.  Cited for gallantry twice he 

received his regular commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1847.  After the war he served in Oregon and Texas, 
being promoted to 1st Lieutenant in 1853. 
 
When the Civil War started, he was still with the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen where he was promoted to 
Captain in May 1861.  Granger was cited for gallantry at Wilson's Creek in August 1861, became a brevet 
Major, and was made a commander of the St. Louis Arsenal. 
 
In November 1861, Granger assumed command of the 2nd Michigan Cavalry Regiment at Benton Barracks in 
St. Louis, becoming a colonel of volunteers.  In February 1862, the 2nd Michigan proceeded from St. Louis 
to Commerce, Missouri, where Granger assumed command over the Third Cavalry Brigade consisting of the 
2nd and the 3rd Michigan cavalry regiments, later reorganized into a cavalry division with the addition of another 
regiment. 

http://www.15thinfantryra.org/
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On March 26, 1862, Granger was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and commanded the Cavalry 
Division, Army of the Mississippi, during the Battle of New Madrid and the Siege of Corinth.  He was promoted 
to major general of volunteers on September 17, 1862, and took command of the Army of Kentucky.  He 
conducted cavalry operations in central Tennessee before his command was merged into the Army of the 
Cumberland, becoming the Reserve Corps. 

 
Granger is most famous for his actions commanding the Reserve Corps at the Battle of Chickamauga.  On 
September 20, 1863, the second day of the battle, he reinforced, without orders, Major General George H. 
Thomas' XIV Corps on Snodgrass Hill by ordering two brigades under his command to help Thomas by 
counterattacking a Confederate force on the Union right flank.  This action staved off the Confederate attackers 
until dark, permitting the Federal forces to retreat in good order.  
 
Granger's effective leadership at Chickamauga earned him command of the newly formed IV Corps in the Army 
of the Cumberland commanded by General Thomas, and he was promoted brevet lieutenant colonel of the U.S. 
Army.  Under his command, the IV Corps force distinguished itself at Missionary Ridge in November 1863.   
Two of the IV Corps' divisions were among the units that assaulted the reinforced center of the Confederate line 
on top of Missionary Ridge.  After Chattanooga, Granger took part in lifting the siege at Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Despite these successes, his outspokenness and bluntness with the superiors including General Ulysses S. 
Grant, who disliked Granger, prevented him from gaining more prominent commands in the Eastern Theater of 
the American Civil War.  He was sent to the Department of the Gulf and commanded a division which provided 
land support to the naval operations conducted by Admiral David Farragut in the Gulf of Mexico.  Granger led 
the land forces that captured Forts Gaines and Morgan in conjunction with the Union naval operations during 
the Battle of Mobile Bay.  Granger commanded the XIII Corps during the Battle of Fort Blakeley, which led to the 
fall of the city of Mobile, Alabama. 
 
When the war ended, Granger was given command of the District of Texas.  On June 19, 1865 in the city 
of Galveston, one of the first orders of business was to read to the people of Texas Granger's General Order 
No. 3 which began with:  
    
“The people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of rights and rights of property between former 
masters and slaves, and the connection therefore existing between them becomes that between employer and 
hired laborer.” 
 
This set off joyous demonstrations by freedmen, originating the annual Juneteenth celebration, which 
commemorates the abolition of slavery in Texas. 
 
Granger remained in the Army after mustering out from volunteer service.  In July 1866, he was assigned as a 
colonel to the reconstituted 25th Infantry Regiment.  He was reassigned as colonel of the 15th Infantry 
Regiment, December 15, 1870 and added the command of the District of New Mexico April 29, 1871 to June 1, 
1873.  Granger died on January 10, 1876, in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  He is buried at Lexington 
Cemetery in Kentucky 
 
One can only imagine what went through Granger’s mind as he commanded a regiment of Infantry scattered 
throughout New Mexico in the 1870s after having commanded Army Corps in some of the largest battles of the 
Civil War.  Today he is most famous for his general order number 3 in Galveston, Texas.  
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Riding the Dragon:  Getting There Part II 

By John Lagow 
 

March 1964 – February 1967 
                    
I completed AIT at Ft. Polk, Louisiana in February 1964 and was selected to attend LPC or Leadership 
Preparation Course.  A two week add-on course to AIT for individuals who were thought to have leadership 
potential so early in their military experience.  In my mind, the course was designed to see how well you held 
up under pressure and stressful situations.  Still being young and impressionable, we absorbed the intensified 
physical and mental exercises and leadership doctrine as preparation for great opportunities to come.  Upon 
graduation, we were promoted to PFC E-3 a lofty reward for such young and untried Soldiers.  Goodbye Ft. 
Polk. 
 
I was appointed group leader and given a large yellow envelop that contained the records and transfer orders 
for a group of six, all LPC graduates, and sent on our way.  We proceeded to the Brooklyn Army Depot, New 
York and boarded the General Alexander Patch troop ship bound for Bremerhaven, Germany.  I found out later 
that General Patch, for whom the troop ship was named, had presented then 1st LT. Audie Murphy, B Co 1/15th 
Infantry Regiment, the Congressional Medal of Honor on June 2, 1945 near Salzburg, Austria.  My Dragon 
Ride connection had already begun.  We were some of the last on board and when I turned over the envelope 
to an officer, we were directed to go below, look for a place to stow our duffle bags, find a place to sleep, wait 
for announcements of duty postings, and check the bulletin boards daily.  We, the six of us, were never 
announced for duty and no postings on the bulletin boards ever showed our names.  I do not know how many 
troops were on that ship, but the capacity was 4,000.  February in the North Atlantic on a troop ship is not ideal 
conditions for transport.  We essentially roamed the ship the entire voyage, ate meals when called, watched 
movies, and wandered around.  We would, however, upon arrival pay a price for our duty-free ride.  For 
whatever reason, we had to go up on deck one time to get to the dining facility.  We went from one door across 
a section of the deck to another door and back down to the dining facility.  Stepping out of the first door, we 
thought we were in a gray tunnel which turned out to be high waves on both sides of the ship.  At that time, I 
was glad I had not chosen the Navy to serve in.  
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Time to pay up.  We arrived in Bremerhaven, off-loaded, and were moved to a large former warehouse that 
now served as a troop replacement center.  Soldiers were called up given unit assignments and moved out all 
day long until there were only six of us left.  Yes, it was us the late arrivals and free riders.  Apparently, our 
orders and records did not arrive as we did and there was some question as to what to do with us.  Problem 
solved, we were all assigned to the 3rd Infantry Division and sent to Division Headquarters in Wurzburg. Upon 
arrival, we were further separated and processed for unit assignments.  Some of us were sent to Wildflecken to 
the 2/15th and the rest of us assigned to the 1/15th in Kitzingen:  The “Audie Murphy Battalion.”  I was assigned 
to A Company, put on a 2 and ½ ton truck, and sent to my new duty assignment.  Saddle up. 
 
This was in early March 1964, the 1/15th Infantry Regiment was stationed in what was then West Germany in 
the city of Kitzingen at Harvey Barracks.  The Battalion commander was LTC Robert D. Yocum, my company 
commander was CPT Bobby G. Hanna, the 1SG was Avenicio Celaya, and my platoon sergeant was SFC 
Donald Kemper.  When I arrived at A Company and reported to the CQ, I was concerned that there was no one 
around except for a few Soldiers that were designated as stay behinds.  I quickly learned that the battalion was 
at Hohenfels training area as part of the annual training cycle and that I should prepare to move out 
immediately to join them. 
 
I joined the unit there and performed my new man initiation period of KP, barracks clean up, to include butt can 
repair and repaint, guard duty and platoon gofer.  A butt can was a large number 10 can from the mess hall 
which had previously held all sorts of vegetable or fruit products.  These cans were modified to be used as ash 
trays in the barracks especially in the training area barracks.  You may ask why these were such an important 
requirement to barracks life and the answer is simple.  In 1964, I believe that, with few exceptions, everyone 
smoked something.  Smoking was not only condoned but also promoted through reduced sale prices and 
expected smoke breaks or time to light up.  Police call or picking up trash had a primary objective of clearing 
the area of butts―cigarette butts.  
 
My introduction to Army issue cold weather equipment came into play during this field trip.  Two items of 
equipment warranted my attention.  The immeasurable value of the all-important sleeping bag was paramount 
to your survival and the infamous Mickey Mouse boots, those hideous looking and difficult to maneuver in cold 
weather boots that neither kept you warm or dry and were totally uncomfortable and my least favored item of 
issue.  They were called Mickey Mouse boots because they were black, exceptionally large, made of rubber 
and resembled the cartoon characters feet. 
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I did qualify with the M-14 rifle, which was a new weapon to me at the time, as my only meaningful 
accomplishment during this field training.  I need to mention that being a left-handed rifle firer presented some 
issues when the spent cartridge was ejected out the right side of the chamber.  I accepted my role as new man 
in the platoon and decided to embark on a campaign of “positioning,” making myself indispensable to the unit 
in all areas of knowledge and proficiency without being a what was known as a “brown nose.”  I never 
volunteered, but took advantage of opportunities as they were presented.  My initial platoon assignment was to 
a 106 RR gun crew which I expected and wanted.  I was assigned as a loader as you must begin at the 
beginning anywhere in the Army. 
 
When the battalion returned to Kitzingen, I began to get settled into life in A Company, 1/15th Infantry.  A 
Company barracks consisted of two buildings for troop billets and two storage/arms rooms buildings behind the 
barracks on a secondary road that led to the mess halls.  Our platoon was in the building adjacent to a large 
parking lot with the battalion headquarters building on the other side of the parking lot.  We were on the first-
floor corner room of the building on the main access street to the battalion area.  We were across the street 
from the enclosed wheeled vehicle parking area/motor pool, had to cross the street and a set of railroad tracks 
that ran the length of the casern to get to the motor park, only a few yards away.  The 106 RRs were stored in 
the arms room buildings and the jeep gun carriers were in the motor park.  We spent our equipment 
maintenance time between the two locations.  After getting my driver’s license to become a driver, I would 
spend many hours in the motor park pulling maintenance.  I would become proficient in the disassembly and 
reassembly of the M38 A1 gun jeep.  
 

 
Company Barracks, we are standing in the parking lot adjacent to the building. Pictured are L -R kneeling Harry 
Stevenson, Smith, standing L-R Freddie Torres, Bush, Natalio Ruize and John Lagow.  In both photographs, 
are the eight crew members from the two gun crews which made up our section.  The motor park is to the left 
of the pictured road. The corner of the building is our room. 
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The next three months were spent in physical training, individual and unit training, equipment and vehicle 
maintenance, and the ever-present inspections.  A garrison army in peace time is usually predictable and 
uninteresting but the 15th Infantry had a pulse and hidden energy that other units did not seem to have.  My 
point is that I never got bored.  I was eighteen years old, making $84 dollars a month, had room, board and 
more clothing than I needed.  I was in a European country and exposed to the history and culture of a foreign 
country with a colorful, yet dreadful legacy.  I was part of an occupying force in an occupied country and that 
took time to adjust to.  
 
FIRST ALERT – O dark thirty or at 3:00 AM whistles blowing, banging on doors, and NCOs yelling brought us 
all out of sleep and into a world of organized chaos.  We were on alert status, Readiness Test, and required to 
pack up, load up and move to the alert assembly area.  In our case, Kloster Forest an area out the back gate 
across the main highway into a large forested area designated for us as assembly areas.  Then followed 
accountability checks and a series of equipment inspections lasting from a few hours to days of training.  Most 
alerts were over within a few hours, but some were initiated in conjunction with extended field exercises and 
major troop movements.  Alerts were obviously unannounced and occurred about once every month.  I was 
drafted to be the RTO for Captain Hanna on subsequent alert movements, which was enlightening and 
somewhat more comfortable as I rode in the rear of his jeep between the radio banks and the jeep even had a 
heater.  I learned to like that.  
 

 
                 Freddie Torres, Natalio Ruize and John Lagow Kloster Forest, First Alert Area. 

 
June 15, 1964 – Hang on to the reins as the ride begins! 
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Chaplain’s Message 

Submitted by Chaplain Chuck Trout 
 

The deadline for submitting this article was June 26th, a few days before the fourth of July.  Unfortunately, many 
people think that July 4th is a time for picnics and bar-b-ques and they do not think about our Nation’s 
independence.   
 
What made me appreciate what our military does so we can keep our freedoms began when I joined the Army.  
Being processed into the service included getting my clothing, gear, medical shots, and a set of “dog-tags.”  Two 
identical dog-tags were issued to be worn around the neck.  Imprinted on the tags was the soldier's name, 
identifying number, blood type and religious preference.  
 
I realized then, I was swearing to my country that I would defend the Constitution and pay any price, including my 
life if necessary, to defend our freedoms.  The purpose of two dog-tags was to place one with the Soldier, if the 
Soldier was killed, and the other identical dog-tag was be collected and used for accountability proposes.  
 
Years ago, political scientists embarked on an ambitious ten-year project to answer the question:  “Where did the 
founders get their ideas for the writing of the Declaration of Independence?”  They analyzed over 15,000 writings 
from the Foundation Era. 
 
From these writings, the researchers isolated some 3,154 quotations and then documented the original sources of 
those quotations.  The research revealed that the single most cited authority in the writings of the Founding Era 
was the Bible. 
 
As I am writing this article, there are numerous demonstrations happening throughout our great Nation.  
Demonstrating is one thing, looting is another.  Makes me wonder if we should bring back the draft which would 
require each citizen to serve in the military.  It would be an excellent opportunity for all to realize and appreciate 
what freedom is all about.  
 
God bless all our military and their families. 
 

Order of Saint Maurice 
Submitted by Tom Heitzer 

 
The Order of Saint Maurice was established in 1996 in the pattern of the Cavalry & Armor Association's Order of 
Saint George Medallion, is awarded by the National Infantry Association, and the certificate is signed by the Chief 
of Infantry of the United States Army.  It is named after Saint Maurice, the leader of the Roman Theban Legion in 
the 3rd century.  
 
The five levels of the Order of Saint Maurice:  "The Order of Saint Maurice has five levels.  A nominee for the 
Order of Saint Maurice must have served the Infantry community with distinction; must have demonstrated a 
significant contribution in support of the Infantry; and must represent the highest standards of integrity, moral 
character, professional competence, and dedication to duty.  The same medallion is used for each level with an 
attachment that identifies the level."  
 
• Primicerius – The highest level for those who have made a significant contribution to the Infantry.  The most 
significant awardees receive the Doughboy Award.  Must be or have been Infantry Branch. 
 
• Centurion – For middle level, brigade and battalion officers and NCOs, and special nominees who have 
made an outstanding contribution to the Infantry.  Must be or have been Infantry Branchy 
. 
• Legionnaire – For outstanding or conspicuous contribution to the Infantry.  Non-infantry branch personnel are 
eligible. 
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• Peregrinus – For foreign military personnel who have served in or supported the U.S. Army Infantry. 
 
• Civis – For civilian who have made significant or outstanding contributions to the Infantry. 
 
The following names are members of the 15th Infantry Regiment Association who have been awarded the Order 
of Saint Maurice:  
 
MARK T. BAKER   WILLIAM B. HARRINGTON  NATHAN A. MINAMI 
 
JARED L. BATES   GERALD W. HAWK   ROSS PIXLER 
 
ALDO BIAGIOTTI   MICHAEL J. HORN   ANASTASIA POYDASHEFF 
 
JOHN T. BURKE   DOUGLAS D. JONES   ROBERT S. POYDASHEFF 
 
PATRICK W. BURKE  MAURICE W. KENDALL  ROBERT P. PRICONE 
 
JOHN W. CHARLTON  HUBERT KEY JR.   STEPHAN G. RUTH 
 
WILLIAM J. CLARK   NELSON G. KRAFT   WILBER A. SIDNEY 
 
EDWARD COOK   LEONARD LASSOR   JOHN SHIRLEY 
 
JERRY CUNNINGHAM  PRISCILLA LASSOR   JOHN K. SINGLAUB 
 
ADDISON D. DAVIS  GARY E.  LUCK   TIMOTHY STOY 
 
JOHN F. FERRARA  MATTHEW L. MAKARYK  MONICA STOY 
 
DAVID G. FIVECOAT  LAFRAN D. MARKS   THOMAS TWOMY 
 
MATTHEW B. GARNER  JOHN C. MARTIN   ANDRE T. GREEN   
 
MARTIN A. MARKLEY  JOHN HAMILTON   DAVID MILLS 
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