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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

With LTC Harvey at Freedom Hall
Fellow Dragons,
I was fortunate to be able to travel to Fort Benning to bid farewell to two main body flights of the 1st Battalion leaving for Iraq on 8 and 9
October. I am confident all our Can Do soldiers will serve magnificently and that all of us will keep them in our thoughts while they are
deployed. It is a strange phenomena that the older that I get, the younger our soldiers look! I would like to thank John Burke for once
again serving as our point man at Fort Benning in seeing the battalion off and taking care of our troops.
Last week the Army announced that the 4th BCT, 3ID will be deploying to Iraq next year as opposed to the originally announced
deployment to Afghanistan. I know that LTC Shoemaker, his staff, and commanders will do a great job in preparing for the new
mission. I also congratulate 3-15 Infantry on their highly successful 50 mile march in North Georgia at the end of August. You can see
reporting on it at our Association website. They are following, literally, in the footsteps of the Can Do soldiers stationed in Tientsin who
were famous for their marching in the mid-1920s, as per Charles Finney’s book, The Old China Hands.
I would like to thank Tad Davis for covering for me at this year’s regimental dinner during the Society of the Third Infantry Division’s
annual reunion. Having spent most of August in Southern France for ceremonies marking the 65th anniversary of Operation Dragoon, I
was unable to break free for what from all reports was a superb gathering of current and former Can Do soldiers. As you will read in
this edition of the Dragon we are already working on plans for next year’s rendezvous in May and the Regimental Dinner during the
Society reunion next September in Washington, DC. Please put those two events on your calendar.
You will read in this edition about the passing of one of our Old China Hands, Tom Mason. He was a very close friend of mine and of
Dave Adams, and a great friend of the Regiment and our Association. He will be sorely missed. We were blessed to have enjoyed his
company for this long, there aren’t many Old China Hands remaining.
I wish I could report that a new slate of officers has been elected to govern the Association, but unfortunately no one put themselves up
for election to any of our elected positions. Personally I am happy to remain in my position as President, as ours is the greatest
Regiment in our great Army. However, I would like to have some fresh blood step up to the plate to keep our Association going.
Finally, one of our senior former 15th Infantrymen on active duty, LTG Tom Metz, will be retiring in November. He served as Battalion
Commander of 4-15th Infantry at Fort Knox from 1987 to 1989 and worked hard to train a headstrong bunch of company commanders,
to include me! The Association congratulates him and wishes him all the best for the future
Can Do!
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TAPS

THOMAS W. MASON
525 NE 71ST ST, APT 25
NEWPORT, OR 97365
DIV/HQ, 15INF/, 9FA/ OLD CHINA HAND
- WW2 – KOREA, CW4
DOD - September 4, 2009
Reported by Linda Kilbride to Tim Stoy

CLARENCE L. GOEKLER JR.
15245 REESE RD
CHICO, CA 95973
15INF/B, WW2, PFC
DOS October 28, 2008
Reported by Kurt Goekler

DONALD J. ULIANA
2602 COLLEGE AVE
LIVERMORE, CA 94550
15INF/MED, KOREA, CPL
DOD – July 27, 2009
Reported by Russell Fox

FRED A. HOFEINZ
7956 Foppiano, Stockton,
CA 95212
CPL, A CO, 1 BN, KOREA
DOD 07/25/2009

JOHN RODINO
1407 N Aurora, Pontiac,
IL 61764,
T/5, B CO, 1 BN, WWII
DOD 10/2008

Reported by his son, Bill

Reported by Bart Viruso

WALTHER E. SCHMIDT
16109 Fairlane Drive,
Livonia, MI 48154
PFC, G CO, 2 BN WWII
DOD UNKNOWN
Reported by Terry Tennent

WILLIAM A. FINKE
40 WIEGAND WAY
DIXON, CA 95820
5INF/H, KOREA, MAJ
DOD - May 5, 2009
Reported by John Shirley

ROBERT L. JONES
14400 Woodmere Ct, # 234
Centreville, VA 20120
SGT, B CO, 1 BN WWII
DOD 01/09
Reported by SGT Russell Claar

______________________________________________________________________________________

Remembering CPT Gary Coffelt, S-4, HHC, 1-15INF, 3rd Infantry Division
If you can imagine, it’s a Friday night in1967. You’re at the “O” Club at Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen, West
Germany. The jukebox is blaring out The Beatles, Aretha Franklin, The ‘Stones, and Otis Redding. Nickels
are dropping in the slot machines. Kulmbacher Bier tops are popping everywhere. Several dozen different
conversations are going. It’s the usual din associated with Friday nights. Yet, through all this happy chaos, a
voice seems to drown it all out with the unmistakable cry, “Well, Alright!!! Hey, Dirty Ann, how are ya’?” Yes,
CPT Gary Coffelt had arrived; and, more often, with his girlfriend, Leonore, one of our great post school
teachers at his side. In those days, Gary was our S-4 at HHC, 1-15 under LTC Jim McCray and CSM
Johnny V. Tabor. I was a fresh “Butter Bar” just out of Benning and Gary always tried to show me the ropes.
Gary was an asset to our battalion. As S-4, he played an essential role in our unit receiving a 100% on an
AGI inspection. I don’t know to this day if that record has ever been duplicated. On the 126 mile march from
training at Hohenfels back to Kitzingen, Gary didn’t miss a step and kept a lot of guys laughing all the way.
When a full contact Intra-Division football team was formed, Gary ended up as both an offensive and
defensive tackle and played with all the enthusiasm of a high school kid. Being a big guy, he knocked a lot of
opponents right on their you know what. When he got his Captain’s “railroad tracks”, I think every officer in
the 1-15 was at the bar to congratulate him. When time came for Gary to choose between another hitch or

return to civilian life, he chose the latter, but remained in the National Guard. As we all knew what would
happen, Gary married Leonore and settled back into civilian life and began his role as husband and father.
He worked for the Meredith Corporation; went back to school and got his teaching credentials; taught school
for 16 years and worked his farm in Leon, Iowa while the decades rolled on by. On December 6, 2008, Gary
Coffelt passed away after a battle with cancer. Practically most of our members didn’t know Gary, but a few
of us did and we knew him well. Gary Coffelt was not only an outstanding officer and great Can Doer, he
was just a plain, all around nice guy and a good friend. Gary was larger than life and those of us who
served with him will remember him with big smiles on our faces; and we will miss him, too. We send our
condolences to Leonore and her children. (Contributed by Dave Adams, Editor, The Dragon).
______________________________________________________________________________________

A Tribute to Tom Mason
Sept 13, 1911 – Sept 4, 2009
The country and the Army lost one of its last surviving Old Regulars and Old China Hands when CW4
retired, Thomas W. Mason passed away at the age of 97 on 4 September 2009. At the time of his death he
was residing at Countryside Adult Care Home in Eddyville, Oregon. Tom was born on 13 September 1911 in
Philomath, Oregon, the son of Pearl Kitson Mason and Charles Wesley Mason, and grandson of Thomas
Diehl Mason whose namesake he was. His first job as a boy was as a jeweler’s assistant, cleaning watches
and delivering items to customers. Later he was a field hand and lumberman as a boy and young man in
the 1920s before enlisting in the Army in 1931. After an initial 3 year enlistment with the 9 th Field Artillery at
Fort Lewis, Washington, he re-enlisted for the 15th Infantry Regiment in Tientsin, China, where he served as
drive for the regimental commander for two years. He returned to the United States in 1936 and served
with the 4th Infantry at Fort Missoula, Montana until 1938. After a short tour with the Army Air Corps in San
Francisco he subsequently served with the 4th Coastal Artillery in the Panama Canal Zone until 1939. During
WWII he served with the Western Defense Command in San Francisco and with the 18th Coastal Artillery in
the Harbor Defenses of the Columbia and had been serving with the rank of Sergeant First Class when he
received his warrant as Warrant Officer on 12 November 1942. After WWII he served with the Army of
Occupation in Japan 1946 to 1948. From 1948 to 1950 he served with the 14th Infantry at Fort Carson,
Colorado. He joined the 3rd Infantry Division after it arrived in Korea in 1950 and served as the Assistant
Division Transportation Officer until late 1951, having played an important role in the evacuation operations
at the port of Hungnam in December 1950 for which he received the Bronze Star. He finished his Army
career at Fort Benning, Georgia retiring in 1954 with 23 years service in the Regular Army. Upon his
retirement he returned to Oregon where he was a stump farmer and raised livestock. He also served as a
mail delivery man in the Forest Grove area. Tom was preceded in death by his wife of 41 years, Frances, in
1983. They were the first couple married in the new post chapel of Fort Stevens, Harbor Defenses of the
Columbia, in 1942. They had no children. Tom outlived all of his family but one nephew and all of his old
friends and Army buddies but one who is living in a home in California, but he leaves behind many younger
admirers he touched through his membership in the 15th Infantry Association and the Society of the 3rd
Infantry Division. Tom was a generous many who endowed scholarships for soldiers’ family members
through the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division and made generous gifts to many other charities throughout
Oregon. He was as wise as his 97 years, the School of Hard Knocks, and the United States Army could

make him, and he will be sorely missed by those who knew him. He considered himself a proud mossback,
his family (Hinkle and Shipley) having arrived in Oregon in the middle of the 1850s. Can Do, Tom, and Rock
of the Marne!
A memorial service was held at 1 p.m., Wednesday, October 7, 2009 at Mount Calvary Cemetery, 333 S.W.
Skyline Blvd, Portland, OR. Memorial contributions may be made to the Old China Hand Scholarship Fund,
Society of the 3rd Infantry Division, c/o Joe W. Ball, 2010 Worcester Lane, Garland Texas 75040.
______________________________________________________________________________________

THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Difficult to believe that another year is almost gone. As we celebrate Thanksgiving Day next month,
let's not forget all the blessings that have come our way; The greatest nation on this earth, the
greatest military who fights to keep us free, and the blessings from our Creator. I ask that you
would take a few minutes and join me in this prayer: "Almighty God, You have abundantly blessed
America and its people. We give You thanks for this great country and the liberty we enjoy. We
give You thanks for our forefathers with wisdom and a vision for freedom. We give You thanks for
families and friends. May this Thanksgiving remind us of your past blessings and may it cause us to
recognize Your work in our land today. Bless our military as they protect us and bless their families
and loved ones who wait for their safe return. Amen!
Your chaplain, Chuck Trout
_____________________________________________________________________________

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Membership Report, As Of September 6, 2009
The future of the Association is in the hands of the veterans of recent years. It is apparent that in
order to maintain status we have reached in our Association we need to increase our membership
from veterans of more recent periods of service. The Association leadership requests your ideas
and support identifying other prospective members.
Periods Represented
China Hands
3
World War II
113
Korea
252
Cold War
88
Ready Forces
48
OIF
243
Associate
29
Total:
776

Current Membership By Type

Regular Life
Regular Annual
Associate Life
Associate Annual
Total:

258
489
10
19
776

SPONSORED MEMBERSHIPS
Annual Members paying their dues have submitted contributions to sponsor several new Active
Duty Soldier members from the current active battalions 1-15 and 3-15 Infantry. These new
members will be selected and identified by the Command Sergeant Majors and brought on board
as contributions are received. All members are encouraged to sponsor Active Duty members at
any time. For each $10.00 contribution an Active Duty soldier can be brought on the rolls for two
years. Make contributions to the Association Treasurer, address shown on page 2.
World War II
Korea
Cold War
Ready Forces

113
252
88
48

OIF
Associate
Total:

243
29
773

NEW MEMBERS JULY 2009-OCTOBER 2009
ANNUAL MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
If your address label indicates 2009, your dues are past due.
Annual dues for 2009 were due by October 1, 2009. Don’t let this
be your last mailing of The Dragon. Please remit your dues to the
Treasurer right away. (Address shown on page 2) Annual
Regular and Associate dues continue to be $10.00. Current
active duty is $5.00.

CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
If your address label shows 2009, this is the last notice by
The Dragon for your annual dues payment. Please mail your dues to
the Treasurer right away. Address and amounts on page 2. If 2009 is
shown, this could be your last newsletter.

NEW MEMBERS
Patrick B. Manning
John P. Squitien
82 Aukland St. Apt 13420 Tierney Place
Boston, MA 02125
Bronx, NY 10425
CSC, Regt, 1976-1979
CW 1959
John M.Grantz
497 Martin Rd
Hinesville, GA 31313
HHC, 3-15, MAR 2009

Leroy F. Johnson, Jr
503 Seneca Ave NW
Renton, WA 09057
Associate

David L. Carlson
PO Box 426
Michigan Center, MI 49254
A Co, 1st Bde, Sep 57- Mar 62

ATTENTION LIFE MEMBERS
An Awards and Monument Fund is established separate from the General
Funds specifically for acquiring monuments and presenting awards such
as NCO of the Year and Soldier of the Year. Many Regular and Associate
Annual Members have submitted donations to the fund when paying their
annual dues. Life members are encouraged to make donations to the fund
also. Donations should be made to the Treasurer; address on page 2.
_____________________________________________________________________________

15th Infantry Regiment Association
Timothy R. Stoy
LTC, Infantry
President
6531 Milva Lane
Springfield, VA 22150
September 23, 2009
Dear Fellow Dragon,
The 15th Infantry Regiment Association was founded sixteen years ago by a small group of 15th Infantry
Veterans of WWII, Korea, and the Cold War to strengthen the ties between you – the present veterans in our
active units - and former members of the Regiment. As you know, the Regiment has a truly proud history
which is worth preserving. You are adding to our Regiment’s great history. We older members of the
Regiment are extremely proud of you.
In the not too distant future you will be the nucleus of the Association as our older veterans pass from the
scene. In appreciation of your loyalty, commitment, and the sacrifices you make in selfless service to the
nation every day, the Board of Trustees has extended your membership in the Association by one year.
Mailing labels on future editions of the Association Newsletter, “The Dragon”, will reflect the new expiration
date.
Thank you again for all you do for the nation each and every day. We look forward to your safe return to
your home station from your upcoming deployment. We know you will do well and will follow with great
interest news from downrange. Can Do!
Timothy R. Stoy, LTC, Infantry
______________________________________________________________________________________

Associate Member Contributes Valuable Items To China Room
One of the Association's newest members is Leroy F. Johnson, Jr. He learned of the Association from
visiting the Association website and subsequently became a Life Associate Member.
Leroy was born in China May 20, 1933, his parents having arrived in China just two months before. Leroy’s
father, Leroy F. Johnson, Senior, was 1st Sergeant of Service Company, 15th Infantry Regiment. The family
remained in China until 1935 when 1st Sergeant Johnson was reassigned to Utah. He served in various
other units throughout WWII and transferred to US Air Force in 1947. He retired from the service in 1952
after 33 1/2 years service.
Although Leroy, Jr has little recollection of the time his family was in China he recalls many stories later
related by his father and mother. After being provided with an Association roster, he has contacted two of
the China Hands members, Tom Mason and Melvin Greek. Leroy reports that he had some very interesting
phone visits with them.
Leroy has contributed some very interesting items to the 1-15 Infantry for placement in China Room. They
are:
----A large patch, USATC ( US Army Troops in China), thought to be worn on overcoat or sports uniforms.
----Leroy Johnson Sr Honorable Discharge in 1934 after a three year enlistment.

----Leroy Johnson Sr Enlistment Record of 1919 to 1934 with reenlistment for 3 years,
----1933 photo of Service Company Officers and NCOs. The photo Includes LT William F. Dean who as a
Brigadier General was captured in Korea and was also a Congressional Medal Of Honor recipient in Korea.
----Copy of the May 1933 edition of The Sentinel. One of the articles in the edition is the birth announcement
of Leroy, Jr. Another article announces that LT Dennis Moore is to assume the position as Editor. LT Moore
commanded the Regiment in Korea in1950.
----A swagger stick with 15th Infantry crest and wrapped with a dragon in pure silver.
Many thanks to Leroy for his contributions. The 1-15 vows to display the items in a prominent place in the
China Room. (Contributed by John Burke)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL CALL
(Letter to John Burke)…” My new duty assignment is Ft. Lee, VA as an AIT Platoon Sergeant. Thank You
for a wonderful association. My time with 3ID (17 yrs) 4 yrs in Germany with 2/3 AVN, 7 yrs at Ft. Stewart
with 1/64 Armor and until this past October 6 yrs with 1-15 INF at Ft. Benning have not only made an
indelible impression on my Military career, but have made me the NCO and man I am today. I would not and
could not have chosen a better Division or Regiment to be a part of. As I close in on my retirement (21 yrs 3
months) this coming May, I am more and more nostalgic of my time spent with the "True Combat Soldiers"
of the Division and Regiment. Having served on 4 Combat Tours with the Division (Desert Shield / Desert
Storm with 2/3 AVN and OIF I, III, and V with the 1-15th INF) I am inextricably bonded to every soldier in the
Regiment, and now read the papers and constantly pray for their well being. I am just proud to have been
associated with the finest soldiers I have ever known. Thank you for the great publication and keep up the
Good Work!!!! Sincerely Yours, SFC Bert D. Strubing (Editor’s Note: No, SFC Strubing. It is WE who
thank you).
(Letter to Tim Stoy)…” My name is Don Kersey of Marietta, Ga. I currently live in Tianjin (Tientsin), China.
My web site is www.tianjin9.com. Tianjin is relatively unknown in the United States, despite the fact that the
United States had a military presence here for many years. US Army clothing here is popular. My goal is to
make Tianjin more visible to the citizens of the United States. Many US companies are here and most
Americans are surprised to learn of the links between Tianjin and the US. I am looking for photographs and
life stories that I can put on my web page. My interest is primarily in what happened in and around Tianjin
(Tientsin). I am currently working on 1915 to 1938. After that, I will do the Boxer Rebellion. That will be a big
task. I saw your newsletter while researching the web. My plan is also to use Google Maps to let the viewer
get down to the street level. If any of your readers would like to donate stories and photographs, it would be
most appreciated. Digital images and documents are best. Material can be sent to my US office at Don
Kersey 64 Barrett Circle SE, Marietta, GA 30060-7012. We can digitize the material and return it. I have not
been in the military nor desired to. My father was a Navy Medical Corpsman. That explains why I was born
on Parris Island. I had one uncle in the Navy and two in the Army. If your readers can help me, it would be
much appreciated. Don Kersey, Kersey Communication Services, LLC, Marietta, GA, Tianjin, China…”

NCO AND SOLDIER OF THE YEAR 1-15INF
The Association recognized outstanding achievement of the 1-15 Infantry Battalion Non-Commissioned
Officer of the Year and Soldier of the Year at a ceremony in the China Room on 29 September 2009. The
Association awards are plaques named in honor of Medal of Honor recipients killed in World War II and
Korea. The presentation was made on behalf of the Association by a group of veterans from the Columbus,
GA Phenix City, AL area. The recipients and awards are shown below.

John Burke presents the NCO of the Year Award, The Sylvester Antolak Award to SSG Jason L. Lapan, C
Company, 1st Battalion NCO of the Year.

John Burke presents the Battalion Soldier of the Year Award, The Emory L. Bennet Award, to PFC Joshua
L. Gardner, B Company, 1st Battalion Soldier of the Year.

2009 REUNION RAFFLE WINNERS
The following lucky Can Doers were the winners of the drawing held at the 2009 reunion in Branson, MO:

CHARLES F JACKSON

$300.00

RICHARD GUIMOND

$200.00

KENNETH KENDALL

$100.00

WILLIAM QUAGLIA

$100.00

DON

DINGEE

$100.00

(Contributed by Bart Viruso)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

15TH INFANTRY REGIMENTAL DINNER AND SOCIETY OF 3ID REUNION
Over 75 members of the Can Do Regiment, past and present, and their guests joined members of the
Society of the 3rd Infantry Division for their 90th Reunion in Springfield/Branson, Missouri, 16-20 Sep 2009.
A truly great time was had by all those in attendance. Highlights of the gathering included the 15th Infantry
Regimental Dinner, the Branson Belle Dinner Cruise, visits to local Ozarks attractions and the Society
Banquet. The Branson Belle Dinner Cruise is the number one attraction in the greater Branson area and
those guests in attendance were treated to not only a superb meal but also a wonderfully patriotic show.
Many of those in attendance took advantage of the opportunity to explore the nearby Ozarks of Missouri as
well as soak up some of the local culture while enjoying a relaxing time in the local Springfield City Brewery.
Of course, shortly upon arrival, many members and their guests could be seen gathered in the hallways of
the hotel, in the bar, and in the ever present hospitality suite to exchange "war stories" and pause to
recollect times long gone, many well into the wee hours of the morning. Those young Soldiers representing
the Regiment from the newly reactivated Third Battalion got an earful of exciting stories that recounted the
historic accomplishments of the Regiment from many who were actually there. During the dinners and
receptions, those assembled were able to hear updates on the current state of affairs our Army from Colonel
Twitty, former commander of the Third Battalion who was recently selected for promotion to Brigadier
General, and from "Marne 6", the Commanding General of the 3rd Infantry Division, Major General Tony
Cucolo. It was especially enlightening to hear the remarks from Major General Cucolo on the great work of
the Division, many of whom are deployed or will be deploying shortly. Both Major General Cucolo and the
members of the First Battalion will be serving in Iraq by the time this edition makes it to print.
The 15th Infantry Regimental Dinner was once again one of the more widely attended events of the entire
Reunion. Highlights included a "roll call" of all members present and accounted for during the evening, our
annual fund raising raffle that enable us to earn over $2,000.00 in donations, and an update from John
Burke regarding ongoing efforts to support the deploying Soldiers of the First Battalion. Additionally, John
Shirley provided a well received account of the recent travels of the group he led back to Southern France
earlier in the Summer of 2009. He continues to be an ambassador for the 15th Inantry Regiment, the 3rd
Infantry Division and the United States of America. Tad Davis provided the group with a short update on
major changes affecting the growth and deployment of the Army as a whole and shared with the group the
memorable events of early August 2009 when Tom and Monika Stoy organized events at both Arlington
National Cemetery and Southern France to recognize the landings of the 15th Infantry Regiment and 3rd
Infantry Division. The evening came to a close with the active duty members of the Third Battalion and the
assembled veterans singing the "Dogface Soldier" followed by adjournment to the hospitality suite!
(Contributed by Tad Davis)

15TH INFANTRY REGIMENT RENDEZVOUS 2010

This notice serves as a "warning order" to all members, friends, and family of the 15th Infantry
Regiment that we will once again be assembling for a Regimental Rendezvous, 13-15 May 2010.
The 3-15 will host the rendezvous at Ft. Stewart, GA. Mark yourk your calendars now for 13-15
May 2010. Details will follow soonest both online at the Association website (www.
15thinfregtassoc.org) and in future mailings of "The Dragon". Mark your calendars for what will be
a memorable event.

3rd INFANTRY DIVISION REUNION
WASHINGTON, DC 2010
This notice serves as a "warning order" to all members, friends, and family of the 15th Infantry Regiment that
we will once again be assembling for a 15th Infantry Regimental Dinner, Friday 17 September 2010, in
conjunction with the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division Annual Reunion in Washington DC, 15-19
September 2010. The Reunion will be a tremendous opportunity to visit our Nation's Capitol and see
firsthand the magnificent monuments to veterans of WWII. Korea, and Vietnam. The 15th Infantry
Regimental Dinner will feature a magnificent lineup of senior Army leaders and first class entertainment.
Details will follow soonest in both "The Dragon" and the "Watch on the Rhine". The 2010 Reunion
Committee is comprised of Outpost Europe President Monica Stoy, LTC Tim Stoy, COL Cath Bacon, Marge
Hergenreder, Ray Hergenreder, and OP #7 President, Dave Adams. Mark your calendars for this wonderful
event!

2010 REUNION ALBUM

Assn VP Tad Davis Delivers the Opening remarks

With everyone right on key, Dogface
Soldier is belted in perfect harmony

Assn Coin presentation from VP Tad Davis
to SPC Victor Hopkins, 3-15 INF

Assn Founder MG Maurice Kendall and
Leonard Lasser chat with a 3rd I. D.
Trooper

CPL Brandon James chats with Korea vet
George Knight and his wife, Ruth, at dinner

3-15 Troopers attending the Regimental 3rd I.D. CG, MG & Mrs. Cucolo with John and
Dinner L to R, Rear: SGT Daniel Lucas, Elizabeth Burke at the reception
CPL Brandon James, SGT March Miller:
Front: SGT Jeffrey Manning, CPL Anthony
Soumas, SPC Victor Hopkins.

John Burke, Nile Stuart, and Henry Burke Korea vet, George Burks & SGT Daniel Lucas
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